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 Why Easter Matters In August 

(And Christmas) 

 

THE ULTIMATE  

HOLIDAY MIX-UP 

  

  Easter is way more important than Christmas. 
 
 

THE MAIN POINT 

1 Corinthians 15:12-32/1 Thessalonians 4:13/ Philippians 1:21 
 
 

  The Resurrection is a historical truth – not a religious truth! 

 

 

 

WHY IT MATTERS: 
 

 

 

   If Jesus Isn’t Alive Today. . . 
 

 

  Faith in Jesus is absolutely worthless. 
           1 Corinthians 15:14, 17 
 

  The New Testament is filled with lies and written by liars.   
           1 Corinthians 15:15/ John 11:25/ Acts 4:1-2 & 23:6-8 
 

  Heaven is a silly myth. 
           1 Corinthians 15:18 

 
  Christians are pitiful fools. 
           1 Corinthians 15:19 

 
  Personal sacrifice is stupid. 
           1 Corinthians 15:30-32/ 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

 
 
 

IF IT’S TRUE 

WHAT SHOULD WE DO? 

Acts 2:37-42 

 
  Repent  
  
  Get baptized 
  
  Seek to know and do His will 

 



 

Food for Thought  

For the week of December 13, 2009 

(Questions and Scriptures for further study) 

 

1. Larry gave us five things that would be true if the Resurrection hadn’t happened. Two of them were 

“heaven is a silly myth” and “personal sacrifice is stupid.” In contrast to these, we see throughout the 

Bible people making decisions about life based on the reality of heaven and the wisdom of sacrificing for 

God’s kingdom. How do you see the people mentioned in the following verses living in ways that reflect 

these truths? 

Hebrews 11:24-28  

    By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. [25] He 

chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short 

time. [26] He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, 

because he was looking ahead to his reward. [27] By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he 

persevered because he saw him who is invisible. [28] By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of 

blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. [NIV]  

Hebrews 11:32-38  

    And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, 

Samuel and the prophets, [33] who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained 

what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, [34] quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the 

edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and 

routed foreign armies. [35] Women received back their dead, raised to life again. Others were tortured 

and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better resurrection. [36] Some faced jeers and 

flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison. [37] They were stoned; they were sawed in two; 

they were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted 

and mistreated-- [38] the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in 

caves and holes in the ground. [NIV] 

 

 

2. When someone decides to live in light of the reality of the Resurrection, there will be a cost involved 

because anything worth much usually costs much.  How do Jesus’ words about the cost of following Him 

in Luke 14:25-35 fit with your spiritual journey and/or experience in following Him? 

Luke 14:25-35  

    Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: [26] "If anyone comes to me and 

does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own 

life--he cannot be my disciple. [27] And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my 

disciple.  

    [28] "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see 

if he has enough money to complete it? [29] For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, 

everyone who sees it will ridicule him, [30] saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.'  



    [31] "Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and 

consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty 

thousand? [32] If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask 

for terms of peace. [33] In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be 

my disciple.  

    [34] "Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? [35] It is fit neither for the 

soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. 

    "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."  [NIV] 

 

 

3. The Resurrection is the ultimate proof that Jesus is who He claimed to be and everything He said is 

true. In light of that, let’s examine some statements Jesus made about himself in John’s Gospel using the 

phrase “I am.” Next to each passage jot down the ways that statement’s truth could impact your life. 

John 6:35-51  

    Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who 

believes in me will never be thirsty. [36] But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 

[37] All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. [38] 

For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. [39] And this is 

the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last 

day. [40] For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal 

life, and I will raise him up at the last day."  

    [41] At this the Jews began to grumble about him because he said, "I am the bread that came down 

from heaven." [42] They said, "Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? 

How can he now say, 'I came down from heaven'?"  

    [43] "Stop grumbling among yourselves," Jesus answered. [44] "No one can come to me unless the 

Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day. [45] It is written in the Prophets: 

'They will all be taught by God.' Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me. [46] 

No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. [47] I tell you 

the truth, he who believes has everlasting life. [48] I am the bread of life. [49] Your forefathers ate the 

manna in the desert, yet they died. [50] But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man 

may eat and not die. [51] I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, 

he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world." [NIV]  

John 8:12  

    When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 

never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."  [NIV] 

John 10:7-10  

    Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. [8] All who ever came 

before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. [9] I am the gate; whoever 

enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. [10] The thief comes only 

to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.  [NIV] 

John 10:11-18  



    "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. [12] The hired hand is 

not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and 

runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. [13] The man runs away because he is a hired 

hand and cares nothing for the sheep.  

    [14] "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- [15] just as the Father knows 

me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep. [16] I have other sheep that are not of 

this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and 

one shepherd. [17] The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life--only to take it up again. [18] 

No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority 

to take it up again. This command I received from my Father."  [NIV] 

John 11:25-26  

    Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he 

dies; [26] and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" [NIV]  

John 14:6  

    Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 

me. [NIV] 

 

 

 

If you’d like more information on the historical reliability of the Resurrection, a great, easy to understand 

book is A Case for Christ by Lee Strobel.  

 


