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Thriving In Babylon 

It’s no easy thing to live a godly life in the midst of an increasingly godless society. But it can be done. 
Daniel shows us how. He not only survived, he thrived – and changed an entire empire while he was at it. 
  
DANIEL’S STORY:   

 Daniel 1:1-21/ Revelation 18:1-24 
 

    How Bad Was It?   
  

   Babylon: The personification of evil! 
 

   Nebuchadnezzar: Raided God’s temple and put the      holy things on 
display in a demonic temple. 

 

   Culture: Astrology & the occult were the government        sponsored 
religion AND core curriculum in the schools.  

 

  Daniel’s Dilemma:  
 

   Kidnapped - Castrated & his name changed to honor Satan.  

   Forced to study the occult & serve an evil king. 

 
 
 
 

DANIEL’S THREE BIG SECRETS 

 

  Optimism – He knew that. . .  
        Daniel 1:2/ Romans 13:1-2/ 1 Peter 4:17/ Romans 8:28, 35-39/ Matthew 16:18 
 
 

   Even in Babylon, God is in control. 

   Sometimes the short-term success of the wicked is God’s will. 

   Panic and despair are not from God. 

  
 
  Humility – He knew that. . .  
            Daniel 1:8-14/ Daniel 2:26-30/ Daniel 4:19/ Daniel 6:19-22/ 2 Timothy 2:24-26 
 
 

   Everyone deserves respect – even God’s enemies. 

 

 

  Wisdom – He knew that. . .  
   Daniel 1:4-8, 17-20/ Daniel 6:10/ Acts 4:18-20 
 
 

   There’s a big difference between what we don’t like  
                and what God forbids.   
 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of January 18, 2009 

 

QUICK REVIEW - Looking back over your sermon notes, which particular point or passage of 

Scripture most challenged, confused or caught your attention?  
 
 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

1. If you had to watch one television program continuously for eight hours, three days in a row, 
what would it be and why? 
 
 
 
2. As we launch our new “FEARLESS” series, what would you say are the three to five biggest 
fears people have in our community today? 
 
 
 
3. This weekend we heard how Daniel lived fearlessly in the midst of an evil Babylonian culture. 
What are some pressures we face in today’s world that can make it hard to live a righteous life?   
 
 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 
1. Living a fearless life does not mean that we deny the reality of darkness and fear. There are 
real things worthy of our concern and even fear. But it does mean that we never lose our hope 
and confidence in God no matter what life throws at us. Jesus recognized that the twelve 
disciples would face some serious fears after He was gone. What hope did Jesus give them in 
the following verses? 
 
John 14:1  
    "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. [NIV] 
 
John 14:26-27  
    But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all 
things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. [27] Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and 
do not be afraid. [NIV] 
 
John 16:33  
    "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world." [NIV] 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
What hope does Paul also give us in Romans 8:38-39 to live a “fearless” life? 

 
Romans 8:38-39  
    For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, [39] neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
[NIV] 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Daniel’s outlook (and the three big secrets) allowed him to thrive despite the pressures of a 
godless culture. What are some things found in the following verses that can help us thrive 
despite the pressures we face in our world and culture today? 
 

Psalm 119:9-11  

    How can a young man keep his way pure? 
        By living according to your word.  
    [10] I seek you with all my heart; 
        do not let me stray from your commands.  
    [11] I have hidden your word in my heart 
        that I might not sin against you. [NIV] 
 
Romans 12:1-2  

    Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. [2] Do not 
conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, 
pleasing and perfect will. [NIV] 
 
James 1:22-24  
    Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. [23] 
Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at 
his face in a mirror [24] and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets 
what he looks like. [NIV] 

 
 
 
 
 
3. The level of our humility is often revealed in how we respond to those who oppose us. How 
does Romans 12:9-16 help us better understand and define what godly humility looks like? 
 
Romans 12:9-16  
    Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. [10] Be devoted to one 
another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. [11] Never be lacking in zeal, 
but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. [12] Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer. [13] Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.  



    [14] Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. [15] Rejoice with those who 
rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. [16] Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, 
but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. [NIV] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TAKING IT HOME 

Looking back at this week’s teaching and study, what point or verse is most important for you to 
remember in order for you to continue to “thrive” in the midst of your own Babylon?  
 
 
Prayer is an important part of the Christian life, which is why we desire for prayer to be a priority in Growth 
Groups. Good group prayer often takes effort, so here are some guidelines to help make your Growth 
Group prayer time more effective. 

 WE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME- Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request either 

before prayer begins or during the prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request 
alone.  Once it's covered, the group moves on to the next topic. 

 EACH PERSON PRAYS MORE THAN ONCE- Because the group is focusing on one topic at a time, each 

person is encouraged to pray several times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray 
about. 

 WE KEEP OUR PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE- Group prayer goes better when members keep their 
prayers short and to the point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay 
focused and long prayers tend to intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. 

 
 
 

 


