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What To Do  

When You Don’t Have A Clue 

Acts 28 
 
HOW LIFE WORKS  

Even When God Is On Our Side 
  
  The one thing we can know for sure about the future:   
          It will be far different than we expect 
                James 4:13-15 
 

  
THE STORY:   

30 Years in 28 Chapters 

 Acts 1:8/ Acts 28 
 
 

  Good Luck – Bad Luck – Good Luck  
 
  A Short Season Of Miraculous Power 
 
  A Short Wait – A Short Trip – A Short Leash 
 
  A One-day Seminar – A Two-Year Open House 
               Philippians 1:12-14, 2:25, 4:18-19  

 
  The Rest Of The Story?  
                2 Timothy 1:15-16, 2:8-9, 4:6-18 
  
 
 

SOMETHING TO TAKE HOME 

What To Do When You Don’t Have A Clue   

 

  Ask “What next?” not “Why this?” 
            1 Corinthians 10:13/ 1 Peter 4:19/ 2 Samuel 12:15-23 

 
 
 
 
  Every crisis has an opportunity – find it & milk it.  
                Acts 24:24-27/ Philippians 1:12-14/ John 21:19/ 1 Peter 2:12 

 
 
 
 
  Trust in the dark what you saw in the light. 
                Acts 23:11/ Hebrews 11:6/ 1 Peter 4:19 

 
 
 
 
  Do the right thing, not the expedient thing. 
         1 Corinthians 10:13/ 1 Peter 4:19 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of January 11, 2009 

 

Welcome to the Winter Quarter of Growth Groups! 
This week we kick off our Winter Growth Group quarter. Your first meeting will include a potluck 
dinner, time to get acquainted, as well as time to discuss your Growth Group Covenant. The 
homework has been shortened this week to allow ample time to accomplish this.   
 
To prepare for this week’s meeting, take some time to focus on the questions below and be 
prepared to share your answers with the group. Have a great first meeting as you come 
together to connect and encourage one another to grow and to see God change our lives from 
the inside out!   

  
 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
1. If you could have received only one of the following items for Christmas, which one would it 
be and why? 

 Six extra weeks paid vacation (all will be good when you return) 

 Inheritance of a castle in Europe from a long lost relative that you can only have if you 
live in it for the next two years 

 30-minute shopping spree in a store of your choice 

 Meet the President of the United States and spend a day shadowing him 

 Drive 10 laps in a NASCAR race 
 
 
 
2.  This weekend we took a quick look back at some of the events that took place in Paul’s life 
and noted that he often had no clue what God was up to. Can you think of any occurrences in 
your own life when you too had no idea what God was up to?  
  
 
 
3.  Looking back over your sermon notes, which particular point or principle most challenged, 
confused or caught your attention?  
 

 

 
DIGGING DEEPER 
1.  Paul’s life is a great example of how to handle life’s ups and downs. How might his 
experiences and/or instructions in the following verses help you this coming year when you 
encounter one of those “I had no clue this was going to happen” experiences? 

  
1 Corinthians 9:24-27  
    Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such 
a way as to get the prize. [25] Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. 
They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. [26] 
Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. 



[27] No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself 
will not be disqualified for the prize. [NIV] 
Romans 7:14-20 

    We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. [15] I do not 
understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. [16] And if I do 
what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. [17] As it is, it is no longer I myself who 
do it, but it is sin living in me. [18] I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful 
nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. [19] For what I do is 
not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do--this I keep on doing. [20] Now if I do 
what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. [NIV] 
 
Hebrews 10:24-25  
    And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. [25] Let 
us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching. [NIV] 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Psalm 23 is a well-known scripture that many have hung onto during difficult times. As you 
read this Psalm, what points of hope are we given in the midst of challenging times?   
 
Psalm 23:1-6  
A psalm of David. 
    The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  
        [2] He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
    he leads me beside quiet waters,  
        [3] he restores my soul. 
    He guides me in paths of righteousness 
        for his name's sake.  
    [4] Even though I walk 
        through the valley of the shadow of death, 
    I will fear no evil, 
        for you are with me; 
    your rod and your staff, 
        they comfort me. 
    [5] You prepare a table before me 
        in the presence of my enemies. 
    You anoint my head with oil; 
        my cup overflows.  
    [6] Surely goodness and love will follow me 
        all the days of my life, 
    and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
        forever. [NIV] 
 
 

 
Is there one more important for you to hear than the others? 

 
 



 
 
TAKING IT HOME 

1. Looking back at the section in this week’s sermon, “What to do when you don’t have a clue” 
and our study, what caught your attention the most and why? 
 
 
 
 
2. Throughout our study of Acts we’ve seen how Paul stayed focused on the right things 
regardless of his circumstances. As we look ahead to the next quarter with your Growth Group, 
is there anything in the list below you’d especially like to focus on to help you spiritually? 
 

 Extra focus on homework 

 Time with God 

 Time with family 

 Prayer 
 

 Serving others 

 Using my gifts 

 Giving 

 Other 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE PURPOSE OF GROWTH GROUPS 
 

Growth Groups exist to promote spiritual maturity and personal growth through meaningful 
Christian relationships and study of God’s Word  (Romans 8:29 & Hebrews 10:24-25). Here’s 
how it will happen. 
 

SHARE 
Each week we’ll take time to share what is happening in our lives. At first this sharing will 
include planned “sharing questions.” But after the first few weeks, it will become more 
informal and personal as we feel more comfortable.  

 

STUDY 
Each week we’ll study a section from God’s Word that relates to the previous weekend’s 
sermon or an appropriate personal growth topic. Our goal is to learn how to live out our 
Christianity in everyday life. 
 

SUPPORT 
Each week we’ll learn how to take care of one another as Christ commanded (John 15:9-
13). This care can take many forms, such as prayer, encouragement, listening, challenging 
one another and meeting real needs. 
 

SERVE 
Spiritual growth is fostered not only by what we gain through the support and input of 
others, but also through service to others. The role each of us fills is important to the health 
of the church and for us to be the hands and feet of Jesus to the community in which we live 
(Ephesians 4:11-16). Throughout the quarter it is our hope that you can find and/or be 



affirmed in the ways God has designed you to serve and make a difference in God’s 
Kingdom. 


