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 Why Generosity Matters
1 In 2,000

 1 Corinthians 16:1-4/ Proverbs 3:9-10/ 1 Timothy 6:17-19
HOW THE TITHE BECAME A TIP


( Generosity Has Become . . .

            Psalm 37:25-26/ 1 Timothy 6:18-19


(  An option instead of an obligation


(  An emotional response instead of a spiritual discipline

( The Ancient Tithe
            Deuteronomy 26:12-13/ Proverbs 3:9-10 



(  A universal responsibility


(  Based on what God provided  


(  Given to support the temple AND the needy

( The Modern Day Tip


(  An emotional response


(  Based on what’s left over


(  Given to support the best fund raiser
A CLOSER LOOK AT

THE DISCIPLINE OF GENEROSITY

1 Corinthians 16:1-4

( Scheduled and Systematic

     1 Corinthians 16:1-2/ Proverbs 3:9-10/ 2 Corinthians 9:7

( Universal
          1 Corinthians 16:2/ Mark 12:41-44/ Numbers 18:26-29
      

 ( Proportionate

       1 Corinthians 16:2/ 2 Corinthians 8:12-13/ 2 Corinthians 9:10

WHY GENEROSITY MATTERS

Proverbs 11:25/ Philippians 4:15-19/ 2 Corinthians 9:11 & Ephesians 4:28

Growth Group Homework

For the week of January 17, 2010

Welcome to the Winter Quarter of Growth Groups!

The Winter Quarter is 9 weeks and will conclude the week of March 14. Your first meeting will include a potluck dinner, time to get acquainted, as well as a review of your Growth Group Covenant. The homework has been shortened to allow ample time to accomplish each of these.  

To prepare, take some time to focus on the questions below and be prepared to share your answers with the group. Have a great first meeting!




Getting to know you

1. We live in a world of incredible technology. If you had to give up two of the technologies below for 24/7, which would they be and why?

· Cell Phone

· TV Programming

· Email / Social Networking

· Internet (w/o social networking)

· DVD & DVR Capabilities

· Digital Photography & Mobile Music (MP3 players, etc.) 

If you could only keep one, which would it be and why?

2. We’ve just finished the first decade of the 2000s. Looking back on the past 10 years of your life, what would you list as 3 or 4 highlights?
3. Looking back over your sermon notes, was there a particular point or passage of Scripture that challenged, confused or caught your attention?
 
DIGGING DEEPER

1. Our generosity usually flows from the perspective of our possessions. How might a person balance saving, retirement, and the attitude of the man in the parable found in Luke 12:13-21?
Luke 12:13-21 

    Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me." 

    [14] Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?" [15] Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." 

    [16] And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. [17] He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.' 

    [18] "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. [19] And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." ' 

    [20] "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' 

    [21] "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."  [NIV]

What are one or two decisions this man could have made that would have demonstrated a wiser outlook?

2. It’s not odd to think if we made more money we would be more generous. But studies show this usually isn’t the case. How might the following verses help you develop a healthy perspective about your finances and the spiritual discipline of generosity?

Deuteronomy 8:10-18 

    When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God for the good land he has given you. [11] Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. [12] Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, [13] and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, [14] then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. [15] He led you through the vast and dreadful desert, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. [16] He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never known, to humble and to test you so that in the end it might go well with you. [17] You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me." [18] But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today. [NIV] 

Psalm 46:10 

    "Be still, and know that I am God;

        I will be exalted among the nations,

        I will be exalted in the earth." [NIV]

Proverbs 13:11 

    Dishonest money dwindles away,

        but he who gathers money little by little makes it grow. [NIV]

Proverbs 15:22 

    Plans fail for lack of counsel,

        but with many advisers they succeed. [NIV]

Ecclesiastes 5:10 

    Whoever loves money never has money enough;

        whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income.

        This too is meaningless.[NIV]

Matthew 6:19-21 

    "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. [20] But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. [21] For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. [NIV]

Taking IT Home

Before going over the Growth Group Covenant, jot down what you hope to see happen in your group this quarter. What are you looking forward to the most?

Financial resources that may help along the way
Giving off the top – Automatic Withdrawal Option 
This option allows you to set up your giving as an automatic withdrawal from your bank account each month. Registration forms are available at the Info Booths, church office or online, http://www.northcoastchurch.com/relocation/making_a_gift/direct_transfer/ 
Financial Peace University  –  This 13-week DVD-series will be facilitated by financial coaches as you learn techniques for squashing debt and living within your budget.  $125 (payments available).  Sign-up online (class starts Jan. 25) http://store.northcoastchurch.com/ncu or contact Shelley - (760) 724-6700 x111 or shelley@northcoastchurch.com.
Other financial Online Resources
- Dave Ramsey – http://www.daveramsey.com/category/tools/
- Crown Ministry (includes Single Parent Budget Guide) – http://www.crown.org/Tools/ 



                THE PURPOSE OF GROWTH GROUPS

Growth Groups exist to promote spiritual maturity and personal growth through meaningful Christian relationships and the study of God’s Word (Romans 8:29 & Hebrews 10:24-25). Here’s how it will happen:
SHARE
Each week we’ll take time to share what is happening in our lives. At first this sharing will include planned “sharing questions.” But after the first few weeks, it will become more informal and personal as we feel more comfortable.

STUDY
Each week we’ll study a section from God’s Word that relates to the previous weekend’s sermon or an appropriate personal growth topic. Our goal is to learn how to live out our Christianity in everyday life.

SUPPORT
Each week we’ll learn how to take care of one another as Christ commanded (John 15:9-13). This care can take many forms, such as prayer, encouragement, listening, challenging one another and meeting real needs.

SERVE
Spiritual growth is fostered not only by what we gain through the support and input of others, but also through service to others. The role each of us fills is important to the health of the church and for us to be the hands and feet of Jesus to the community in which we live (Ephesians 4:11-16). Throughout the quarter it is our hope that you can find and/or be affirmed in the ways God has designed you to serve and make a difference in God’s Kingdom.
