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When The Word Of The Lord Comes To You
(Jonah)
Jonah 1:1-6:
Who God Uses (v. 1)

What He Says (v. 2)

The Gospel vs. Religion (v. 2)

The God who Pursues

The best way to connect with us is the Connection Card in the bulletin. For the Digital Bulletin, visit myncc.info.

Life Group Study Questions
For the week of October 24, 2021
QUICK REVIEW
Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time or something that
caught your attention, challenged or confused you?

MY STORY
1. This weekend we heard about the difference between the gospel (what God has done for us through Jesus) and
religion (what we can do for God). Can you think of any times you have pursued religion more than the gospel?

2. God can use imperfect, broken things in this world to bring Him glory and make Him known. Is there a small, foolish,
insignificant or imperfect thing you have seen God use in your life or someone else’s life?

DIGGING DEEPER
1. A common theme throughout Scripture is the unearned nature of God’s pursuit—that He loved us when we were yet
sinners and searched for us when we were lost or had nothing to offer. The passages below depict God’s pursuit of His
people. What impact might these truths have on how we live as people pursued by God, whose affection we did not
earn?
Luke 15:1-7 New International Version (NIV)
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law
muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a
hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he
finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors
together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 30-31 New International Version (NIV)
11
“‘For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. 12 As a shepherd looks after his
scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were
scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will
bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the
land. 14 I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down
in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will tend my sheep and have
them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD. 16 I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and
strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.
30
Then they will know that I, the LORD their God, am with them and that they, the Israelites, are my people, declares the
Sovereign LORD. 31 You are my sheep, the sheep of my pasture, and I am your God, declares the Sovereign LORD.’”
Revelation 3:20 New International Version (NIV)
20
Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person,
and they with me.

Isaiah 65:1-2 New International Version (NIV)
“I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me;
I was found by those who did not seek me.
To a nation that did not call on my name,
I said, ‘Here am I, here am I.’
2
All day long I have held out my hands
to an obstinate people,
who walk in ways not good,
pursuing their own imaginations—

What assurances are there for the one who is pursued in these passages?

The fact that God pursues us even when we are broken and evil says a lot more about Him than it does about us.
What strikes you about God’s heart or character from the way He pursues us?

Imagine if the script was flipped and humans were the ones to pursue God first while He waited to be found.
Can you think of any ways this might change His nature or the narrative of the gospel?

2. Jonah was a rebellious prophet who ran away and made mistakes in fulfilling God’s call, and yet God still used him to
accomplish His purposes in the end. What can we learn from the following passages about God’s purposes, His wisdom
and His ways?
1 Corinthians 1:25-31 New International Version (NIV)
25
For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength. 26 Brothers
and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were
influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak
things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that
are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ
Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is
written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”
Isaiah 55:8-11 New International Version (NIV)
8
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the LORD.
9
“As the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
10
As the rain and the snow
come down from heaven,
and do not return to it
without watering the earth
and making it bud and flourish,
so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,
11
so is my word that goes out from my mouth:
It will not return to me empty,
but will accomplish what I desire
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.

Isaiah 46:9-11 New International Version (NIV)
9
Remember the former things, those of long ago;
I am God, and there is no other;
I am God, and there is none like me.
10
I make known the end from the beginning,
from ancient times, what is still to come.
I say, ‘My purpose will stand,
and I will do all that I please.’
11
From the east I summon a bird of prey;
from a far-off land, a man to fulfill my purpose.
What I have said, that I will bring about;
what I have planned, that I will do.
Isaiah 14:24, 26-27 New International Version (NIV)
24
The LORD Almighty has sworn,
“Surely, as I have planned, so it will be,
and as I have purposed, so it will happen.
26
This is the plan determined for the whole world;
this is the hand stretched out over all nations.
27
For the LORD Almighty has purposed, and who can thwart him?
His hand is stretched out, and who can turn it back?

Sometimes, we can lose sight of the work God intends to do with us and write ourselves off from being used by Him
because of insecurities, hurts or actions from our past that make us think, “I am not the person for this job.”
Use the chart to make a list. In the left column, write the thoughts, actions or fears that make you “not good enough” to
be used by God. In the right column, write what you think God’s response to those would be, given the message we
heard this weekend and the passages you just read.

I am “not good enough” to be used by God because…

God can use me anyway because…
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TAKING IT HOME
Looking back on this week’s sermon and study, what’s most important for you to remember?
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RESTORE WORKSHOP: Step-Parenting with Grace
Saturday, November 6, 9am-12:30pm at the San Marcos/Escondido Campus
Presented by Laurie Polich Short, a speaker, author and associate pastor in Santa Barbara, CA. She has spoken to more than 500,000 people
at conferences, colleges and churches around the country. Blended families, you won’t want to miss this event on step-parenting and coparenting with grace! Register at northcoastchurch.com/restore.

