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February 27, 2003

Contact: 

Sandra Farish Sloan, 415/357-4174, ssloan@sfmoma.org

Libby Garrison, 415/357-4177, lgarrison@sfmoma.org

Michael Kimmelman, New York Times chief art critic, 

 to speak at sfmoma as

2003 phyllis wattis distinguished lecturer
Since its inception in 1995, the Phyllis Wattis Distinguished Lecture Series at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA) has brought scholarship and art commentary of the highest caliber to the Bay Area. SFMOMA’s Phyllis Wattis Distinguished Lecture Series 2003 will feature Michael Kimmelman, chief art critic for the New York Times, a pianist and the author of Portraits: Talking with Artists at the Met, the Modern, the Louvre, and Elsewhere. This year’s series will feature a two-part program addressing post-minimalist art: Kimmelman’s Wattis Distinguished Lecture, Out of the Box: America’s Greatest Generation of Artists and the Great American Dream, on Thursday, April 3, at 7 p.m., and a special event, A Conversation with Michael Kimmelman, on Saturday, April 5, at 2 p.m. Both programs will be presented in SFMOMA’s Phyllis Wattis Theater.


Tickets for the series may be purchased (without a surcharge) at the admissions desk in advance and on the day of the event (subject to availability). Tickets may also be purchased at www.ticketweb.com or by phone at 866/468-3399 (a surcharge will be applied). Event tickets include Museum admission. For more information, the public can call the Education Programs Information Line at 415/947-1292.

The 2003 Phyllis Wattis Distinguished Lecture Series

Wattis Distinguished Lecture
Out of the Box: America’s Greatest Generation of Artists and the Great American Dream

Michael Kimmelman, chief art critic, The New York Times
Thursday, April 3, 2003  

Reception: 6 p.m. The Schwab Room

Lecture: 7 p.m. Phyllis Wattis Theater

“America’s greatest generation of artists” and the works they created are the subject of Kimmelman’s Wattis Distinguished Lecture. Focusing on Robert Smithson’s Spiral Jetty, James Turrell’s Roden Crater, Michael Heizer’s City, Donald Judd’s complex of installations at Marfa, Texas, and other ambitious projects envisioned by Post-Minimalists in the 1960s and early 1970s, Kimmelman discusses the vast scale of the works and considers their creators’ desire to function outside the purview of traditional art institutions and beyond the scope of museum and gallery walls.

$15 general admission; $10 SFMOMA members, students with ID and seniors (includes admission to cocktail reception).

A Conversation with Michael Kimmelman

Saturday, April 5, 2003 

2–4 p.m. Phyllis Wattis Theater

Neal Benezra, director, SFMOMA; Madeleine Grynsztejn, Elise S. Haas senior curator of painting and sculpture, SFMOMA; Michael Kimmelman, chief art critic, The New York Times

Benezra and Grynsztejn join Kimmelman for a wide-ranging discussion of post-minimalist and contemporary art, with ample opportunity for audience dialogue.

$12 general admission; $8 SFMOMA members, students with ID, and seniors.

*             *            *

Hours: Open daily (except Wednesdays) 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.; open late Thursdays until 9 p.m.; summer hours (Memorial Day to Labor Day) open at 10 a.m.; closed Wednesdays and the following public holidays: Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Year’s Day. Koret Visitor Education Center open Thursdays 6 to 8:30 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Admission prices: Adults $10; seniors $7; students $6. SFMOMA members and children 12 and under are admitted free. The first Tuesday of each month admission is free. Thursday evenings, 6 to 9 p.m., admission is half price.

SFMOMA is easily accessible by MUNI, BART, Golden Gate Transit, SamTrans and Caltrain. Hourly, daily and monthly parking is available at the SFMOMA Garage at 147 Minna Street. For parking information, call 415/348-0971.

Visit our Web site at http://www.sfmoma.org or call 415/357-4000 for general information.

The San Francisco Museum of Modern Art is a private, not-for-profit institution supported by its members, individual contributors to Donor Circle, corporate and foundation support, federal and state government grants and admission revenues. Annual programming is sustained through the generosity of Grants for the Arts/San Francisco Hotel Tax Fund and The James Irvine Foundation. Thursday evening half-priced admission is sponsored by Banana Republic. Reduced admission for seniors is sponsored by Pacific Bell. KidstART free admission for children 12 and under is made possible by The Charles Schwab Corporation Foundation.

*             *            *
