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SFMOMA PRESENTS MARCO BRAMBILLA’S  
CYCLORAMA 

 

On February 25, 2005, the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA) will present Marco 

Brambilla’s video installation Cyclorama, 1999. Cyclorama features views from nine revolving rooftop 

restaurants in cities across North America—Montreal, New York, New Orleans, St. Louis, Toronto, Dallas, 

Las Vegas, Los Angeles, and Seattle. The work will be on view through 2005.  

 A veteran filmmaker, Brambilla manipulates time-based work with cinematic precision and cyclical 

narratives, eliciting both suspense and wonder. In Cyclorama, Brambilla subverts time with the distortion 

of media, scale, and, consequently, context. Viewed on nine consecutive monitors installed within a 

custom-built cylindrical room, the videos are synchronized to erode any notion of distance or time zone, in 

effect merging the cities in a single panoramic skyline. From each rooftop, the viewer sees empty dining 

tables that rotate against a steel and glass wall as familiar landmarks become increasingly visible. Standing 

inside the installation, one experiences the city as a flat, serene landscape divorced from the chaos of urban 

reality. The strange whimsy of the spinning rooms is a wonderful and striking contrast to the quiet 

detachment of the moving snapshots they frame. 

Born in Milan in 1960, Brambilla worked as a commercial and feature film director before turning to 

video and photography in 1998. His films include Demolition Man (1993), Excess Baggage (1997), and 

Pure Evel (2005). Brambilla has exhibited in international venues such as the Kunsthalle, Switzerland; 

Henry Urbach Architecture, New York; and Kenny Shachter/ROVE and 24/7 in Los Angeles. He currently 

lives and works in New York City. 

Brambilla will be at the Museum for an artist talk at 2 p.m. Saturday, May 7 in the Phyllis Wattis 

Theater.  

 
*  *  * 

 
Museum hours: Open daily (except Wednesdays) 11 a.m. to 5:45 p.m.; open late Thursdays, until 8:45 p.m. Summer hours 
(Memorial Day to Labor Day): open at 10 a.m. Closed Wednesdays and the following public holidays: Fourth of July, Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, New Year’s Day. Koret Visitor Education Center: Open daily (except Wednesdays) 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; open late 
Thursdays, until 8:30 p.m. Summer hours: open at 10 a.m. 
Admission prices: Adults $10; seniors $7; students $6. SFMOMA members and children twelve and under are admitted free. 
Thursday evenings, 6 to 8:45 p.m., admission is half price. The first Tuesday of each month admission is free. 
SFMOMA is easily accessible by Muni, BART, Golden Gate Transit, SamTrans, and Caltrain. Hourly, daily, and monthly parking is 
available at the SFMOMA Garage at 147 Minna Street. For parking information, call 415.348.0971. 

 



Visit our Web site at www.sfmoma.org or call 415.357.4000 for more information. 
 

The San Francisco Museum of Modern Art is a private, not-for-profit institution supported by its members; individual contributors to 
Donor Circle; corporate and foundation support; foreign, federal, and state government grants; and admission revenues. Annual 
programming is sustained through the generosity of Grants for the Arts/San Francisco Hotel Tax Fund, The James Irvine Foundation, 
and the Koret Foundation. Thursday evening half-priced admission is sponsored by Banana Republic. Media sponsors: San Francisco 
Bay Guardian and SFSTATION.COM. KidstART free admission for children twelve and under is made possible by Charles Schwab 
& Co., Inc.  
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