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SFMOMA PRESENTS ARCHITECTURAL ABSTRACTIONS BY 
PHOTOGRAPHER TODD EBERLE 

 
From December 16, 2005, to March 7, 2006, the San Francisco 
Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA) will present the exhibition 
Todd Eberle: Architectural Abstractions. Organized by guest 
curator Joseph Rosa, former Helen Hilton Raiser Curator of 
Architecture and Design at SFMOMA, and Ruth Keffer, 
SFMOMA curatorial associate for architecture and design, the 
exhibition showcases twelve large-format (60 x 45 in.) 
photographs by Todd Eberle. The presentation focuses on Eberle’s 
recent architectural abstractions—cropped details of ceilings—and 
other architectural surfaces—and patterns from twentieth-century 
buildings by such noted designers as Frank Lloyd Wright, Ludwig 
Mies van der Rohe, and Philip Johnson. This is the first time these 
works have been shown publicly.  

Eberle’s interest lies in photographing the ceiling plane—a 
marginalized surface in contemporary architecture—and visually 
editing it. He shifts the horizontal surface to a vertical one (the 
gallery wall), highlighting elements that are rarely seen when these interiors are experienced. Eberle’s 
photographs also incorporate abstract images of grilles, windows, tiling, and other architectural details.  

Highlights of works in the exhibition include the ceiling outside an elevator bank at Gordon Bunshaft’s 
Lever House, New York (2002); a powder room ceiling in a Johnson-designed house in Dallas (2002); an 
elevator cab at the Lake Shore Drive Apartments by Mies van der Rohe in Chicago (2002); and a Frank 
Lloyd Wright ceiling at Unity Temple in Oak Park, Illinois (2002). The exhibition will also include work 
from Eberle’s 2005 building series.  
 Eberle, who is best known for his photographs of Donald Judd’s works and buildings in Marfa, Texas, 
started his career taking photographs of such noted artists and architects as Zaha Hadid, Philip Johnson, 
Brice Marden, and Agnes Martin. He then expanded into architectural photography, focusing on the work 
of Oscar Niemeyer in Brasilia, Gehry’s Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles, and Herzog & de Meuron’s 
Prada Aoyama Boutique in Tokyo. His fashion photography can be found on the pages of Vanity Fair and 
Vogue, among others.  

Todd Eberle, Detail #1 [El Paso Energy 
Building, Houston, Texas (Chuck 

Bassett/Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 
1963)]; 2002; digital c-print; Courtesy the 

artist 
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Eberle was born in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1963 and studied photography at The Cooper Union for the 
Advancement of Science and Art, New York. Two of his photographs of Herzog & de Meuron’s Prada 
building are in SFMOMA’s collection.  

The exhibition furthers the Architecture and Design Department’s ongoing commitment to collect and 
display architectural photography, as demonstrated through an exhibition of the work of Hiroshi Sugimoto 
in 2000 and more recent group exhibitions featuring photographs by Ezra Stoller and Julius Shulman. Other 
photographers represented in SFMOMA’s architecture and design collection include Wayne Andrews, 
Richard Barnes, Adam Bartos, Oliver Boberg, Wolfgang Hoyt, Bill Maris, Daniel Mihalyo, Thomas Ruff, 
Lara Swimmer, and Judith Turner.  
 

* * * 

Museum hours: Open daily (except Wednesdays) 11 a.m. to 5:45 p.m.; open late Thursdays, until 8:45 p.m. Summer 
hours (Memorial Day to Labor Day): Open at 10 a.m. Closed Wednesdays and the following public holidays: New 
Year’s Day, Fourth of July, Thanksgiving, Christmas. 
Koret Visitor Education Center: Open daily (except Wednesdays) 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; open late Thursdays, until 
8:30 p.m. Summer hours: Open at 10 a.m. 
 
Admission prices: Adults $12.50; seniors $8; students $7. SFMOMA members and children 12 and under are admitted 
free. Thursday evenings after 6 p.m. admission is half price. The first Tuesday of each month admission is free. 
 
SFMOMA is easily accessible by Muni, BART, Golden Gate Transit, SamTrans, and Caltrain. Hourly, daily, and 
monthly parking is available at the SFMOMA Garage at 147 Minna Street. For parking information, call 415.348.0971. 
 

Visit our Web site at www.sfmoma.org or call 415.357.4000 for more information. 
 
The San Francisco Museum of Modern Art is a private, not-for-profit institution supported by its members; individual 
contributors; corporate and foundation support; foreign, federal, state, and city government grants; and admission 
revenues. Annual programming is sustained through the generosity of Grants for the Arts/San Francisco Hotel Tax 
Fund, the James Irvine Foundation, and the Koret Foundation. KidstART free admission for children 12 and under is 
made possible by Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. Thursday evening half-price admission is sponsored by Banana 
Republic. Reduced admission for seniors is sponsored by SBC. 
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