JIMENA ADAPTED FROM JOURNEY TO THE MIZRAH

. . CELEBRATING MIDDLE EASTERN JEWISH CLOTHING:
Jews Indigenous to the Middle East and North
Africa APPENDIX A

Midrash on Jewish Clothing

Names Date

Read both sources with your chevruta partner. Both comment on Deuteronomy 26:5, which says that the
Israelites went down to Egypt few in number, “and there they became a nation.”

Sourcel
Lekach Tov (Pesikta Zutarta) on Deuteronomy 26:5, Parashat Ki Tavo (11th century)
Another explanation: “And there they became a 5XIW? 1AW TR0 275 ow a1 N 027

n?t'f)n'" This teaches.that th.e IsraeI!tes were 0MWwS1 05IRDT DWIASD H7 W ,OW 07713N
distinct there, for their clothing, their food, and

their language were different from the Egyptians’. 711 DAW PYIT71 17T 1700100 077758001 10 07w

They were marked and known as a nation of their 07130 R 7170 ,0727
own, separate from the Egyptians.

Midrash: rabbinic interpretation of the Torah.

Source 2

Leviticus Rabbah 32:5 (about 5th century)

Rav Huna said in the name of Bar Kappara: VIR pXalisml :N7DP 72 0w X317 27 NN
Because of four things the Isr.ael|tes were ' 0N NX 17w NS -071%N0N SRIW? 19X 07137
redeemed from Egypt: they did not change their

names, they did not change their language, they N?1 Bl WD’? IR R ,DJ"IUJ’? DX 137w K91
did not speak gossip, and none of them was 1Y 717D 10R TNN 172 XX

immoral.

This is the earliest version of a famous teaching. Notice what it includes, and what it leaves out.

Discussion Questions

1. According to Source 1, how did the people of Israel "become a nation”? What does it mean to become a
nation?

2. What is the connection between clothing, food, and language? Why might they matter for keeping an
identity?

3. Compare the two sources. Which one mentions clothing? Why do you think many people today
remember the teaching as “names, language, and dress"?

4. What is "Jewish clothing”? Who wears it, and when? Can Jews dress like their neighbors and still keep a
strong Jewish identity?
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