
JIMENA
Jews Indigenous to the Middle East and North Africa

ADAPTED FROM JOURNEY TO THE MIZRAH
SEPHARDIC STORYTELLER:  APPENDIX B

Folktale Characteristics Chart
Name Date

Folktale characteristic
#1 Reciting Psalms
(Tunisia)

#2 Rabbi Shelomoh the Lion
(Morocco)

#3 Observing the Sabbath
(Egypt)

#4 The Bird of Happiness
(Iraq)

Strong Characters
What does the main character look like, and

what inner traits does the character have? What

is the character’s goal, and what problems

stand in the way?

Simple Setting
Where and when does the tale take place? Is

the setting important?

Magic or Fantasy
What events are most important? Is magic or

fantasy important to the story? How?

A Problem That Gets Solved
How is the problem solved? How does the

solution connect to the lesson?

Cultural Clues
What does the tale show about the community

and culture of the people who told it?

A Message or Lesson
What lesson can the reader learn? Why was this

tale passed down from generation to

generation?
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