
 

ADDENDUM II 
 

EXCERPTS FROM THE MARIN COUNTYWIDE PLAN 
REGARDING THE BAYLANDS CORRIDOR 

 
2.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
 
Page 2.4-5, Bayands 
“The Baylands Corridor was established to protect important baylands and large 
adjacent undeveloped uplands along the San Pablo and San Francisco Bays.  The 
Baylands Corridor reinforces and refines the current Bayfront Conservation Zone, 
protecting important tidelands and adjacent undeveloped uplands within the City-
Centered Corridor.” 
 
Page 2.4-7, Baylands 
“Development is encroaching on baylands and limiting the potential for restoration of 
historic diked and tidal areas.  Major opportunities for preservation and enhancement 
of the baylands ecosystem in Marin exist… Threatened marshland complexes also fringe 
the Manzanitia and western shorelines of Richardson Bay.” 
 
Page 2.4-7, Baylands 
“Future development may further impact public lands where it is proximate to 
sensitive habitat on public lands.  Inappropriate development could, for example, 
fragment habitat or negatively impact adjacent sites.  The Countywide Plan establishes 
or reaffirms policies that protect natural resources on and adjacent to public lands.  For 
instance, the Ridge and Upland Greenbelt, Wetlands Conservation Area, Streamside 
Conservation Area, and Baylands policies all strive to limit impacts on sensitive sites and, 
by extension, public lands adjacent to them.” 
 
Page 2.4 – 7, BIO-1.1, POLICIES 
“Protect Wetlands, Habitat for Special-Status Species, Sensitive Natural Communities, 
and Important Wildlife Nursery Areas and Movement Corridors.  Protect sensitive 
biological resources, wetlands, migratory species of the Pacific flyway, and wildlife 
movement corridors through careful environmental review of proposed development 
applications, including consideration of cumulative impacts, participation in 
comprehensive habitat management programs with other local and resource agencies, 
and continued acquisition and management of open space lands that provide 
permanent protection of important natural habitats. 
 
Page 2.4-8, BIO-1.2, POLICIES  
“Acquire Habitat.  Continue to acquire areas containing sensitive resources for use as 
permanent open space, and encourage and support public and private partnerships 
formed to acquire and manage important natural habitat areas, such as baylands, 



 

wetlands, coastal shorelines, wildlife corridors, and other lands linking permanently 
protected open space lands.” 
 
Page 2.4-13, GOAL BIO-2 “Protection of Sensitive Biological Resources”, POLICIES, BIO-
2.2 
“BIO-2.2, Limit Development Impacts.  Restrict or modify proposed develop in areas 
that contain essential habitat for special-status species, sensitive natural communities, 
wetlands, baylands and coastal habitat, and riparian habitats, as necessary to ensure the 
continued health and survival of these species and sensitive areas.  Development 
projects should preferably be modified to avoid impacts on sensitive resources, or to 
adequately mitigate impacts by providing on-site or (as a lowest priority) off-site 
replacement at higher ratio.” 
 
Page 2.4-13, BIO-2.3 
“BIO-2.3, Preserve Ecotones.  Condition or modify development permits to ensure that 
ecotones, or natural transitions between habitat types, are preserved and enhances 
because of their importance to wildlife.  Ecotones of particular concern include those 
along the margins of riparian corridors, baylands, and marshlands, vernal pools, and 
woodlands and forests where they transition to grasslands and other habitat types.” 
 
Page 2.4-13 & 14, BIO-2.4 
“Protect Wildlife Nursery Areas and Movement Corridors.  Ensure that important 
corridors for wildlife movement and dispersal are protected as a condition of 
discretionary permits, including consideration of cumulative impacts.  Features of 
particular importance to wildlife for movement may include riparian corridors, 
shorelines of the coast and by, and ridgelines.  Linkages and corridors shall be provided 
that connect sensitive habitat areas such as woodlands, forests, wetlands, and essential 
habitat for special-status species, including an assessment of cumulative impacts. 
 
Page 2.4-16, GOAL BIO 3, WETLAND CONSERVATION 
“Wetland Conservation.  Require all feasible measures to avoid and minimize potential 
adverse impacts on existing wetlands and to encourage programs for restoration and 
enhancement of degraded wetlands.” 
 
Page 2.4-16, BIO-3.1 Protect Wetlands 
“Protect Wetlands. Require development to avoid wetland areas so that the existing 
wetlands and upland buffers are preserved and opportunities for enhancement are 
retained (areas within setbacks may contain significant resource values similar to those 
within wetlands and also provide a transitional protection zone).” 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 2.4-16 
City-Centered Corridor:  
 For parcels more than 2 acres in size, a minimum 100-foot development setback from 
wetlands is required.  
 For parcels between 2 and 0.5 acres in size, a minimum 50-foot development setback 
from wetlands is required.  
 
 For parcels less than 0.5 acres in size, a minimum 20-foot development setback from 
wetlands is required. The developed portion(s) of parcels (less than 0.5 acres in size) 
located behind an existing authorized flood control levee or dike are not subject to a 
development setback.  
 
  Regardless of parcel size, an additional buffer may be required based on the results 
of a site assessment, if such an assessment is determined to be necessary. Site 
assessments will be required and conducted pursuant to Program BIO-3.c, Require Site 
Assessment.  
 
Page 2.4-17 
Coastal, Inland Rural, and Baylands Corridor: 
 For all parcels, provide a minimum 100-foot development setback from wetlands 
(areas within setbacks may contain significant resource values similar to those within 
wetlands and also provide a transitional protection zone). An additional buffer may be 
required, based on the results of a site assessment, if such an assessment is determined 
to be necessary. Site assessments will be required and conducted pursuant to Program 
BIO-3.c, Require Site Assessment.  
 
Exceptions to full compliance with the Wetland Conservation Area (WCA) setback 
standards may apply only in the following cases:  
 

1. Parcel is already developed with an existing use, provided no 
unauthorized fill or other modifications to wetlands have occurred as 
part of ongoing use of the property.  

2. Parcel is undeveloped and falls entirely within the WCA.  
3. Parcel is undeveloped and potential impacts on water quality, wildlife 

habitat, or other sensitive resources would be greater as a result of 
development outside the WCA than development within the WCA, as 
determined by a site assessment.  

4. Wetlands are avoided and a site assessment demonstrates that minimal 
incursion within the minimum WCA setback distance would not result in 
any significant adverse direct or indirect impacts on wetlands.  

 
 
 
 



 

Page 2.4-33, GOAL BIO-5 BAYLANDS CORRIDOR 
“Baylands Conservation.  Preserve and enhance the diversity of the baylands 
ecosystem, including tidal marshes and adjacent uplands, seasonal marshes and 
welands, rocky shorelines, lagoons, agricultural lands, and low-lying grasslands overlying 
historical marshlands.” 
 
Page 2.4-35 
“BIO-5.1 Protect the Baylands Corridor. Ensure that baylands and large, adjacent 
essential uplands are protected, and encourage enhancement efforts for baylands, 
including those in the Baylands Corridor. The following criteria shall be used to evaluate 
proposed development projects that may impact the Baylands Corridor:  

o   For large parcels (over 2 acres in size), adhere to development 
setback standards for areas qualifying for protection under the WCA and 
SCA, but increase setback distances as necessary to ensure that 
hydrologically isolated features such as seasonal wetlands and freshwater 
marshes are adequately linked to permanently protected habitat. These 
additional development setbacks shall serve to prevent fragmentation 
and preserve essential upland buffers in the Baylands Corridor.  
 

o   For small parcels (2 acres or less in size), encourage property owners 
where suitable habitat exists to preserve up to 10 feet landward of mean 
high tide as a species refuge area for high water events. Site constraints, 
opportunities for avoidance of sensitive biological resources, and options 
for alternative mitigation, may also be considered.  

 
o   Minor redevelopment involving less than 25% of a structure on a 

residential or industrial parcel that is already filled and at least 50% 
developed may be exempted from the requirements for a site 
assessment, provided that no additional filling or modification to 
wetlands occurs. (See BIO-5.2.)  

 
Page 2.4-35, BIO-5.2, Limit Development and Access.  
“Limit Development and Access. Ensure that development does not encroach into 
sensitive vegetation and wildlife habitats, damage fisheries or aquatic habitats, limit 
normal wildlife range, or create barriers that cut off access to food, water, or shelter for 
wildlife. Require an environmental assessment where development is proposed within 
the Baylands Corridor.” 
 
Page 2.4-36, BIO-5.4 Restore Marshlands.  
“Restore Marshlands. Enhance wildlife and aquatic habitat value of diked bay 
marshlands, and encourage land uses that provide or protect wetland or wildlife habitat 
and do not require diking, filling, or dredging.”  
 
 



 

Page 2.4-36, BIO-5.4  
“Encourage Acquisition of Essential Baylands. Continue to acquire large, essential 
baylands for open space and habitat restoration purposes, and support public and 
private partnerships working to acquire baylands.”  
 
BAYLANDS CORRIDOR IMPLEMENTING PROGRAMS 
Page 2.4-39 
BIO-5.g Identify Baylands as a Priority for Open Space Acquisition. Designate regionally 
significant baylands, including tidelands, diked marshlands, and adjacent uplands, as a 
priority for open space acquisition, particularly in areas known to support essential 
habitat for special-status species, wetlands, and important habitat linkages for wildlife 
(see policies and programs in the Open Space and Trails sections of this Element).  
 

 
  


