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215 Julia Ave 
Mill Valley, CA 94941 

 
 
July 4, 2021 
 
Mayor John McCauley 
Mill Valley City Council 
26 Corte Madera Ave. 
Mill Valley, CA 94941 
cityclerk@cityofmillvalley.org 
 
Re: Support for adoption of a resolution expressing opposition to California State 
housing legislation that erodes local city control 
 
 
Dear Mayor McCauley and Mill Valley City Councilmembers, 
 
 
We fully support the City of Mill Valley adopting a resolution expressing opposition to 
California State legislation that erodes local city control. Please make certain that the 
resolution declares that the City to Mill Valley will not only oppose new legislation but 
will also seek to amend or rescind previously enacted legislation that limits local control, 
authority, and democracy. 
 
Many state laws, both enacted and proposed, override local control of land use, zoning, 
regulations, and development standards and eviscerate decades of careful planning.  
They also strip away environmental review, community engagement, and democracy.  
They increase the risk of adverse impacts on the environment, public health and safety, 
traffic congestion, infrastructure, utilities (water supply), public services, views, sunlight, 
privacy, neighborhood character, and quality of life.  Furthermore, the laws result in 
unfunded mandates because they almost always offer no funding to local jurisdictions 
for dealing with these impacts. 
 
Local planning efforts (general plans and zoning ordinances) encourage public 
engagement and are much better than the State at determining the location, quality and 
quantity of development. Local planning efforts are also better at anticipating necessary 
government services such as water, sewer, utilities, schools and traffic flow. 
 
Once again, we fully support the City of Mill Valley adopting a resolution expressing 
opposition to California State legislation that erodes local city control. Please make 
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certain that the resolution declares that the City to Mill Valley will not only oppose new 
legislation but will also seek to amend or rescind previously enacted legislation that 
limits local control, authority, and democracy. 
 
Thank you in advance for your conscientious consideration.  
 
 
Very truly yours, 
 /s/ 
Sharon Rushton, President 
Sustainable TamAlmonte 
 


