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Charles McGlashan, Marin County Supervisor for the 3rd District, is also chairman of the new Marin Energy 
Authority, which in May began buying renewable power to supply about 6,000 residents and businesses in 
the county. 
                 
Marin County Supervisor Charles McGlashan isn't just the go-to guy for Marin County's Third 
district, which includes Sausalito, Mill Valley, Tiburon and Belvedere. He is also in charge of 
getting electricity to about 6,000 homes and businesses under a first-in-California energy program 
that has raised the ire of Pacific Gas and Electric Co. McGlashan is chairman of the Marin Energy 
Authority, which began providing power to Marin residents in early May using mostly renewable 
energy such as solar, wind and hydro power. The community choice aggregation system has 
sparked a bruising battle with PG&E, which is sponsoring a proposition in Tuesday's election that 
would require the approval of two-thirds of voters in other municipalities that wish to form such a 
system. He spoke recently to Chronicle reporter Kelly Zito about the battle with the utility.  
 

Q: With a month under your belt,  how is the energy authority working? 

A: It's going very well. I started my day at quarter to 6 this morning looking at my toaster, and I was 
happy that the juice running through it was 100 percent renewable. It's a satisfying feeling knowing 
that, at minimum, it's tremendously greener than it was. Our customers can choose from one of two 
products, light green, which includes 25 percent California renewables and 78 percent non-nuclear and 
non-fossil, or the deep green product, which is 100 percent renewable from Oregon, California and 
Washington. So far, the opt-out rate (the rate customers choose to stick with PG&E) has been 16 
percent, which is great. We thought it would be 20 percent. 

Q: What's i t  l ike going up against a giant l ike PG&E? 

A: It's been a political nightmare and a marketing war and a startup business all at the same time. I'm 
a lot grayer than I was two years ago. But it's worth it. The half-million tons in greenhouse gas 
emissions reduction is what keeps me going. But it's been awful - the political shenanigans by PG&E. 
Proposition 16 is a horrible handoff to a monopoly, and a lot of communities would suffer as a result. 
It's terrible public policy to allow a self-serving corporation to misuse the Constitution like this. We've 
overdone it in America - we've bamboozled ourselves into handing power off to corporations, and 
Prop. 16 is such an egregious example that's going to fail. 

Q: So what were you toasting at 5:45 this morning? 

A: Nine-grain millet bread. That's my wife - she keeps me healthy and buying local. 
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Note: The only way Mr. McGlashan’s toaster is using 100% renewable “juice” is 

if his home is disconnected from the electric grid feeding his PG&E 
meter.  Otherwise, Mr. McGlashan’s toaster is getting the same mix of 
electric power as his neighbors who are not participating in MEA. 

 
Every home feeds off the common electric grid, through the same wires.  
According to the most recent California Energy Commission data, the 
mix of power feeding your home is: 

• 34% coal  
• 18% large hydro  
• 42% natural gas  
• 5% nuclear  
• 1% renewable 

http://www.energy.ca.gov/2009publications/CEC-200-2009-010/CEC-200-2009-010-CMF.PDF 

 

 


