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          “BUILDING BRIDGES: LAW ENFORCEMENT & YOUNG ADULTS 
                               SPEARHEADED BY HOMELESS YOUTH” 
Mill Valley, CA (April 10, 2018)—	In light of the increased school shootings, and the difficulties youth 
often face with law enforcement, Ambassadors of Hope and Opportunity (AHO) nonprofit’s Youth Team 
is spearheading a “Building Bridges: Law Enforcement and Young Adults” event to be hosted in 
ALL Marin high schools to begin bridging the gap in understanding between youth and law 
enforcement.   

The AHO Youth Team, comprised of previously homeless young people ages 18 to 25 served by AHO 
and their peers, are changing the narrative around the growing tension and long standing issues between 
law enforcement and young people. Homeless youth in Marin, representing 28% of the Marin homeless 
population as of the 2015 HUD count, are often a target with law enforcement. 

Building Bridges will launch at Marin Oaks high school in Novato on Thursday, May 10th, with 78 
students, 12 youth from the AHO Youth team, 12 law enforcement plus teachers, counselors and staff 
from the school.  AHO youth will lead small group discussions following a short video titled “Did you 
know?” showing an interaction with police and a youth. Novato PD is providing the pizza for this event 
with the support of a 50% discount provided by AHO’s Alliance for Youth partner, West Brooklyn Pizza 
in San Rafael. 

Over the past 4 months, the AHO youth team has engaged collaborators Chief Marozick, and his officer 
Tony Spediacci from College of Marin (COM), ASCOM, student government at COM, Chief McGill 
from the Novato PD and his officers, Jay Hamilton Roth, former chair of the Marin County Grand 
Jury and Anna Pletcher Youth Court Judge to help in planning this critical and timely event. 

When interviewing Juliana Steccone, AHO’s Youth Team Leader about the project, she said, “As a 
24-year old youth, I’ve had my own bad experiences with law enforcement like so many of my peers. 
However, over planning this event in collaboration with Chief Marozick of COM, Officer Tony 
Spediacci and Chief McGill from Novato PD, I now am able to see law enforcement, less from an us 
versus them perspective to a one human to another perspective. In fact, I am now considering law 
enforcement as a possible career, which is a total surprise to me and anyone that knows me. I would have 
never considered this career path before this collaboration with my peers and law enforcement.  I am 
excited to share this opportunity to change lives and build youth leaders with all the schools in Marin.” 	

AHO Youth Team’s Building Bridges goal is to have youth and law enforcement see one another in a 
different light, so there can begin to be a better understanding between both parties for a stronger and 
healthier community for all. Building Bridges will open discussion between youth and law 
enforcement to create a model that includes best practices, with lessons learned and next steps for 
working together for a stronger, more compassionate community.  

Schools wanting to host a Building Bridges event this semester before summer break, or in the Fall, can 
contact Zara Babitzke, AHO Founder and Executive Director. zarab@comcast.net or 415-381-7173 @ 
ahoproject.org 


