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61.
WAIT FOR GOD!

Psalm G2:5: For God aleone my soul waits in silence
for my hope is from Him.
Il

We must Jearn to wait for Cod. It is easy to ask God

for helip; to walt for Him is hard. This is because we do
not receive anything when we wait. At least, we do not receive
that whiclh we have in mind; that seems to lie in the future.
Yet svill we £in cur hopes on these things which have not yet
been giver to us.

seople understand that when

g
e
3
6]
+
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~
[4v]

I often take p=zi
Jesus Christ surrendered His 1life on the Cross, giving up
everytining to wait, with suffering, upon God, it was some-
thing totally different from the resignation we sometimes
speak of The resignation under the burden of suffering
whichh many Christians beslieve they must have in the name
of God. s not Christian. That is whyv I cannot quite agree
with the text often hung up in the rooms of sick people:

"I must suffer, I can suffer; I am allowed to suffer; I
want tc suffer.” This is not true--I do not want to suffer!

1t is & distortion of the truth. The Saviour never said

that  He sal

f&)

, "I surrender myself." But in this there is
a qulet protest. This is wailting. It is said more 1in the
"Well, yes, for my part, I will suffer, but one

day suffering will be wvanguished.” Thus in small matters

as In lavrge, we can be people who wait for God without,
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for the moment, naving anything of what we long for, but also
without relinguishing this in any way. A person may have
some disease, perhaps an incurable cancer, and he gquietliy
resigns hinmself to it; he lies down like an animal and dies.
That is not waiting upen God! Welting upon God means seeing
the meaning behind such a sickness. Even though incurable,
the sicknes:s must be overcome. Ve must expect healing and
must cling to God as the One who heals. T“e must include
everything in our waiting. Whoever can wait, in small or
large matters, without in any way resigning himself, although
always surrendering to God and allowing Gocd to act, will draw
down help from Heaven,

However, this is not the main issue, although it is
important for us personally. It is our confident waiting for
the Kingdom cf God and for the coming of Jesus Christ that
is of such tremendous aignificance. But people do not under-

stand this at a2li. They say, “Ye the apostles were mictaken

W

>
in believing the Xingdom was coming soon--but we are under

no illusion aboub that, iis coming may still take another
hundred years.” Thzsy ignore it tecause it will not happen
tomorrow and resign themselves to its not coming at all.
Suppose David and the prophets had thought like this! They
spoke as if it were almost within grasp, deplcting the Kingdom
f God and %the XKingdom of the Messiah very realistically in
21l its glory. I would like to know which theologian would
today venture to use the language of the apostles and prophets!

e use a completely different language and gloss things over.



481

Our pious words have no resemblance to the language of the
Bible, and this makes our Christianity so dull that it is
possible to go to slecp or do whatever else we wish, for

inally we no longer believe in the goal set before us.
As 2 result we are no longer able, independently and in
our own strength, to walt expectantly in the sense of the
Scripture! But we must “0ld fast to this as something
certain, sonething we will experience soon. We may have to
be prepared to see nothing for the moment, but we should
iold to it as being of paramount importance before which
everything else fades into insignificance.

May this e given to many people at this time of
Advent, for it 1s of the utnost importance! It is not cur
present-day Christianity which is most important, but the
End~times, the appearance of God on earth, the Day of
Jesus Christ. This is what is important. Of what use to
me 1s all our Christianity and the most wonderfu. religious
doctrines, about which we become so enthusiastic, if
ultimately we forsake God and Christ! We must be very
careful that we do not ignore God's great deeds and hold
up our own self-made, present-day condition as being of
more importance than anything God has to offer. How
zealous we are about our Christian affairs--and we ignore
the Saviocur! He stands in the corner and locks on: "What
are they doing there? VYes, they do miracles in my name, and

slorify themselves!"
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Well, now, let us learn to look at God's cause from
the point of view of the Bible and really understand what
is written there. 1let it be our hope and let us wait confi-
dently for it, even if we do not receive 1t right away. That
is the view of all men of God. It is not a2 question of my
"peligion” but of how I stand tc ¢od; whether I put my trust
in Heavenly things or in the things of this earth; whether
I put my hope in God or in a pious world which nevertheless
remains worldly.

Matthew 25:34: Come, C blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world!

Theve are some who are blessed of the Father but do not
know it. Theyv are saved without knowing why. They probably
did not believe very ardently; otherwise, they would have
saild, "Ah! That is the reward of faith." Instead, they are
surprised to b2 regarded as being good.

How dnes this come about? FEver since the Savicur was
on earth a shars watch has bee:n kept upon the whole of man-
kind to see who is touched by the Gospels to allow his nature
to become zentle. Powers emanzte from the Gospels which
rebuke the coarseness and arrogance of our hearts; they make
us humane. He who permits himself to be made humane and
compassionate will know that the graclous eye of the Father
is upon him, and he will resemble the Father. I am glad
about the %times we live in because people learn nowadays to
be a little more compassionate, or, I would say, humane

towards everyonc else. There are people who, quite uncbtrusively,



have a warm heart for others, particularly the lowly;
they do not think about it at all but are kind toward
them. These are nlessed by the Father! On the surface
they may not be at &ll devout: but there is something
of the spirit of the Father workirig in them secretly.
Finally, 2% a decisive moment, they take their stand

on the right side. We have to see very clearly that

L

it 18 not uwnzt is in our head which will cone day help
a&2e of Judgment, but what we have in our
hearts. “hs nesrt is what nmatters. A4 true neart, a

, nas merit before God.

483
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62.
THE CCVENANT

Genesls 17:7: And I will establish my covenant between me
and you and your descendants after you throughout thelr
generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you
and to ycur descendants after you.

This coies from the time of Abrgham. In this name we
see the beginning of the first real step forward in the
history of our human existence. A new race comes into being,
so to speak. It is like a bright ray of sunshine shining
through the mist of a world that lay in darkness. To be sure,
there were at that time some very intelllgent people,enterprising
people; but in respect tc the highest goal of mankind, the
peoples and nations lay completely in darkness. They would
have fallen into ever greater darkness but for this ray of
light whicnh came through Abrahan.

It is well known that Abraham is a puzzle to theologlans.
They do not believe he was an historical personage; but the
divine spirit which appeared in him is undoubtedly historical,
and it was certainly an actual person in whcm the light first
appeared. Every logically-minded person must recognize this.
Even ir it is not historical in the way we can today study
the nose ofalNapoleon, it is nevertheless a fact that the
concept of God has become history--and not just the concept
of God, but life in alliance with God which began with
Abraham. In any event, whether we call it a revelation of

God through Abraham or whether we say Abraham was the founder
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of a religion, the nature of the religious precepts which
have been handed down to us through the Bible represents a
glorious achievement. Even from a human standpoint we can
find here the deepest thought, scmething which can influence
our lives profoundly towards what is true, good, and just.

Here a covenant is striven for. Within this covenant
lies the recognition that man himself can accomplish nothing;
he is quite incapable of determining or molding his fate in
such a way that it will come to a satisfactory end. He
holds firm to God because without God, without a direct
relationship with Him, he can do nothing. That is the first
thing.

The second recognition contained wihtin this covenant
is that there is no religious system at all. It 1s quite
characteristic of the people of Israel that they never
founded a religion. Certainly they are religious; that is
to say, they have a relationship with God, but not in the
sense that certain doctrines and beliefs had been laid
down for all time. There is freedom. Men are simply to be
pound to God, united with Him, but are otherwise free. That
is the second thing.

Thirdly: It is not only that I make a claim upon God,
God zlso makes a claim upon me, and I must do my part too.
This is characteristic of the Bible. As can be seen 1n
Abraham's whole life, it is man who has to ally himself with

God; it must come from man.
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Stiil today men are helpless; nothing, whether great
or small, works out satisfactorily. A man can do nothing
unless e joins Forces with what he wants to achieve.
He must mnake a covenant with something good, however small
this may be, or ne will achieve nothing: he must be welded,
as it weve. to the good he wants, or he will come to grief.
That is why we can call this covenant to the attention of
mern wy the example of everyday life. A man cannot become
a geod carpenter unliess he makes a covenant with the master

carpenter. HMen achieve nothing, nothing whatsoever, except

throigh a covenant. IMen do not become morally healthy
except Through a covenant. They do not become honest,

sincere, upright, without a covenant. Often a few scraps

of morals will flcat around in even the mcst wicked, but

these will not become strong and firm unless a bond is made
with sometining true; without this it is not possible. But
once there is a covenant we can feel reassured. If we know
that a person is resolutely bound to something, we can let
hin go vnerever he wishes; in whatever company he finds
himself, he will not be harmed. It is quite wrong to think
that the companionship of pgood people is absolutely necessary
for a person to remain good. I would send a person who has
made a covenant with good into the very worst society; it

o

would not affect him;, the good power works in him and makes

him firm.
This is also the case with religion. You will receive

v e

nething frem Jesus except through a covenant. The cause
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of God in Christ will have no real founcation upon which one

>

could builld a house, unless there are people united through
Christ with this God--with this same CGod who declares Himself
in definite principles. That i1s the bond we must make, the
pledge we must make. Tuen I would allow a student of theology
to study whatever Le wanted--Strauss, Renan, Harnack, Ritschl,
all of them--it would make no difference; perhaps he would
learn more rrom these men than from Luther! People always

say we must instill faith into theological students! It is
shameful that Christendom has come to think that prefessors
who themselves have faith are able to give theological students
faith. Every drop of my blood revolts against this! Is it

4e who give pecple faith? Unless it comes from within me,
unless I commic mvself to God, then it is of no value and

can never be anything. It makes a mockery of the covenant

-

to believe we can Lring about the Xingdom of God through

+

man-made institutions. We have no conception of the strengtn
we would need for this, a much greater strength coming from
2 spiritual union with God.

Today, in Christ, the bend is even firmer than it was
in Acraham. In Christ the covenant 1s inuch more important
and more personai. The seed of Abraham could be encompassed

iustice could be established;

o

by certain laws, and an ordered
but this was set aside by Christ. Now there 1s to be no
compulsion any nore: sverything will now he done by the

individual in “re awareness of the covenant. Each one must

rnow voluntarilvy unite with Godis laws, in awareness of the
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covenant. There is nc longer anything like a religious
state--no sacrifices, no festivals--Christ has done away
with all that. Fraise %Godl--ncw there is freedom. Un-
fortunately we have turned away from this; we have taken
refuge in a2 church and there we have re-instituted all
kinds of laws =2nd dogmas. When, however, a covenant is
made there will he mary people who have btound themselves
together %o stand for the truth of God's Kingdom. This
makes them free, hound only %o truth and justice as revealed
in their own hearts. Theyv are not bound and do not bind
other penple, there is noining of the former condition.
The covenent s very significant in this respect; except
in this cecvenant, this bond. there is no clarity, no unity,
on the basis of the Kingdom of God, through the name of
Jesus Christ.

And “n this coveuant we must do our part. Nothing
is forced upon usz, although this often brings about painful

ons. Many people ask why Cod does not intervene in

4]
Pom
<
iy
ct
e

this or that situation. But God glves freedom, and even
after heing offered something from Heaven, we will achleve
nothine unless we ourselves act. Men must now take action.
It is quite wrong that Christendom has been told, '"'We
oursalves can accomplish nothing.” Unless today we act,
nothing will hapren. It is true that God has given us a
foundatior which we can call the grace of Jesus Christ, but

we must <o our part and build upon this foundation. God

will not in any way compel us to do anything. We nust
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commit ourselves, and in this commitment we must take action.
We must fight for God, we must deny ourselves for God's sake.
Without this effort nothing will happen. We will achleve
notning in heavenly matters unless we exert ourselves, Just
as we will come to netiiing in our work or trade unless we
make an effort. That is how it is in this world: we must
strain ourselves to the utmost; we must work hard for the
Kingdom of Cod. It will not happen by itself. Even if we
gathered together as the most devout people and formed a
communion of saints, as has been tried already by the
Moravian Brethren and by other sects, yes, if we could find
saints from Heaven who sat down and said they were a holy
band, it would all bte a lie. In no time at all there would
be many injustices unless they were diligent, active and
strong in deeds.

Now, in the present condition of a creation in which
we men dwell according to our pleasure and destroy so much,
our utmost exertion is required; the utmost faith is required;
for faith impliss action. But please--the right action!
Only action for the covenant! No building of houses for God
according to some kind of human plan! We must hold firmly
and steadfastly to the goals of God's Kingdom in Christ, in
a spirit cof faithfulness. We must carry out only what God
clearly shows us to be true--nothing else. Nothing human
will then be undertaken, builc of wood and straw, but all
we do will be founded on eternal things. And this takes a

great effort!
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When we do exert ourselves, however, we will ‘achieve
something. Abraham was promised something eternal--that 1s,
a world and powers of a world which go beyond this physical
existence. We, of course, have been promised much mecre of
eternity. Actually, we should live completely for eternity;
we must bind ourselves tc eternity as it was revealed on
earth in Christ so that it may endure and be fulfilled.
Eternity, mark you, not our eternity, is what must ce
fought for in the first place. We must fight for anda be
faithful t¢o the eternal that was in Christ; and when this
has been won, we will also be gripped by it. We, too, will
then enter into eternity.

It is the eternity of Christ we enter into, and it is
therefore nonsense to say that we are taking care of our
own salvation. In yourself you can't find salvation--at most
you can fight for the salvation given in Christ. And if you
find bliss, it is the bliss of Christ; you yourself do
not have it, for it belongs to God and Christ. That is
why we must sacrifice ourselves for what is in Christ and
then we will also rececive what we need. Then we shall be
children of God in Christ and shall lack nothing. But we
must stand up for this, fight for it, give up everything
for it. Then the world will be enlightened and men will
not only say, "Jesus died for our sins,” but also, "Jesus
lives!" He will live, and in His 1life we will sense true
life from which springs all wisdom, all knowledge and power

of Almighty God. And we shall be able to hope that all of
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creation will be brought into a new, glorious light.

That i1s now it is with this covenant. God grant that
a great many people will feel this and that a great many

remain faitnful to it until all the people of the earth are

&

permitted to jeoin in the covenant.
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BEHOLD, J MAKE ALL THINGS NEW

Revelation 21:5: And he wnho satuponthe throne said, "Behold,
I make all things new." Also he said, "Write this, for these
words are trustworthy and true.”

"Behold, I make all things new.’ This word of God
shall accompany us on our way out of the year 1886.

It shall not be in vain that His voice was heard on
earth. For when God steps forward and speaks so that

He is heard on earth, He comes close to this world. Even
if at first only one nerson hears it, through him all of
us will hear it too and finally the whole world.

The Almighty stands on the heights while 1life goes
drifting by iike a river whose currents threaten to engulf
all men. And when the Almighty speaks. weak man can grasp
hold of Him through His word. Then we can say: "Flee,
ve years! Perish, thou earth! We no longer beloag
te vou! We nold in our hands the rope by which we can
swing ourselves up into Heaven, whence we heard the voice."

Even in our day we are allowed to hear this voilce.
This evening we know that it is by the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ that we are able to hear the Almighty speaking
to all of us, He who made Heaven and earth. Therefore it
1s to Jesus that we give our whole hearts tonight, in grat-
itude, love,and trust. He brings the 4Limighty God to us
that we may share in the throne of God {or our life, which

truly needs a throne. a government. One glance at our
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wretchedness makes us long for a firm support which will
never disappear. This firm support is Jesus Christ who has
come near, who has entered into our flesh. We can feel Him,
grasp Him, take Him into our hearts as our brother, in order
that we may have the support of Almighty God in this world.
It is good if you want to go on like this from year to year.
Then the earth can turn any way it likes, whatever happens
our trust is in the throne of God.

But I would like to ask you very seriously: Are you
aware that, transcending time and circumstances, the Almighty
God now offers Himself to us in the Lord Jesus, so that we
may enter into His everlasting Kingdom and escape from all
that is mortal and of the earth? This is still lacking, dear
friends. When we realize that this is lacking just among
Christians, it almost seems as though the Bible had been
glven to us in vain. So few people grasp to the full the
meaning of God in Christ, of being in God through Christ and
no longer in the world in our own strength.

The best thing we can do this evening is to take refuge
in this word of God and ask Him to protect us and keep us in
There are many sayings, that we all know. We do not need to
search for them, for since our youth we have been taught how
to understand the Living God through them. But the greatest
word, which crowns all the others, is still this one: "I
make all things new!" This saying is especially fitting as
a support and comfort when we become aware of how fleeting

our life 1s and how quickly everything passes away and become

it.

S
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dust and ashes. All things new, dear friends! This 1s the
God who cannot endure anything corrupted or harmful, but
who seeks to restore it. Today we can and want to enter
into this consolation from the Living God.

Of course., this comfort is only given to us through
repentance. any people do not consider sufficiently all
that must become new. They think about all kinds of things
around them, often giving no thiought to what needs to become
new in them. If they do think about themselves, they only
want to have certain things changed so as to be able to
carry on more comfortably. They never consider that
everything must become new, everything in and around them,
everything in the whole world and in the whole of creation.
We should be deeply humbled to see that there 1is actually
nothing which does not need to be made new. If I were to
take a close look at each one of you, it would be clear
that all of vou must hecome new! Everything 1is w ong!

Yours is a lost cause!

Of course, there ought to be something of which we could
say it is already new and doesn't need to be changed. After
all, do we not have Jesus Christ, who rose from the dead,
through whose grace we can be born anew? Of course we have
Him, although to speak frankly, it almost looks as though
we did not have lim. All we see of men gives us the
feeling there is still a lot that has to be made new. Even
where something has begun to change, it 1is often so mixed

up with man's own, old nature, that, in spite of something
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new appearing, we feel like saying, "Away, away with it all;
everything must become new."

This is how things are, you dear ones. A darkness
has come over Christianity especially in regard to this
matter of renewal. We are so easlly contented and so quickly
satisfied with a Christianity which turns us into slightly
more respectable people. That is all we want. Yet, if we
think about 1it, we have to say, "This surely cannot be all!"
No, dear friends, what we have is not all. Everything, every-
Thing must tecome new! Not just a little taste of something
new, but everything new--first of all, in you! Oh, that we
all might at least feel the longing for something new to be
given again. How long have we been meeting together; how
long have we been preached to: how long have we been hammered
at; how long have we let ourselves be admonished again and
again! Still there is no break-through to something new!
Just consider: what are our villages like or our towns, our
families, cur own hearts? Things just will not become new!

This could depress us very much. Instead, today it
should unite us in repentance, which means turning with our
whole hearts to the Word in which the Living God pledges
Himself. We should call on this God and say, "Yes, dear
Father in Heaven, all things should become new through our
Lord Jesus, but just look--nothing happens! Why do people
not change? Why do they not receive the strength to resist
sin? Why do they not break away from evil, from the Devil's

cunning, power and temptation? Why is 1t that nothing happens?
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And when something does happen here or there, when You even
give us a sign and heal or free someone from the Devil, why
is it that then nothing changes? O, Lord our God, this is
a terrible calamity; nothing becomes new in us! Have mercy
on us, our Saviour Jesus Christ!"

That should be our cry, dear friends, and I say this
also to you in nmy house. Or do you feel we have something?
There are people proud enough to think this. And what have
they? Nothing! Certainly there is a show of Christian
virtue, but each one thinks to himself that it is in him,
that he has it! But I have yet to experience that scmeone
has been re-~born. You are still the same as you were ten,
twenty, thirty years ago. You aren't new yet! But we must
become new; otherwise, our house will also stand on shifting
sand and that will be the end of us. Our cause will be lost.
This is a matter of life and death, dear friends, which must
become clear soon: either all things become new, or every-
thing comes to an end.

This 1s true for each one of us. Unless you are
renewed you will perish, and then you can join in the sfream
of death which the wheole world follows. But as Christians,
dear friends, as disciples of Jesus, we should shudder to
have to swim along in this numbing stream of death. You
must resist! Overnight Satan comes and selzes one after
the other; in your misery you will lie in the dust, and
what will you do then? If you have not become new, you

will perish like everyone else! Oh, that I could open
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your eyes, and that you might help me cry out! Oh, that

you could see that we are bound, and are in chains; that all
our customs and conventions only serve to carry us along the
same old monotonous paths until finally we are laid in the
grave. Then, when a man dies, people throw earth over him
and return home to continue living in the same dull and
superficial way. They are not one bit different than they
were fifty years before; they remain just the same and do not
really want tc be turned around.

Therefore, my friends, turn to God! What did Israel
do in days of old when the Ark of the Covenant was gone?
Foolishly, they allowed things to drift for a long time. But
then some among them rose up and cried out, "O Lord our God,
renew us! Let your glory come over us anew. We want to be
your people, to be one fellowship in you through the Holy
Spirit. bBring this about--renew us! 0, Lord our God, we
are afraid, for if this does not happen soon, what will become
of us?"

"Behold, I make all things new!" God speaks, and we
want to believe it. In order %o believe, we have teo repent;
without repentance we had better leave it alone. If your
eyes are opened to what is lacking, then believe! It 1is God
who says these words, and:we want to put our trust in them
completely and carry them ii. our hearts, however bad things
may look now. He does not say, "Perhaps, 1f possible, under
certain circumstances, I will make things new, but I must

think it over.® o, He says quite plainly, "I make all things
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new. It will be done, even if much patience is needed. I
will certainly make all things new!"” So again and again we
have reason to think that He will do it. And if we surrender
ourselves, a beginning will one day be made with us.

This promise belongs to our time as well as to the
future and to the past. Heaven always waits to renew
anyone who wants to become new, who is ready to give up
his own affairs, who does not push his own person into the
forsground and does not love his own life. For suchk a one
the Word in Heaven is always ready to bring about a renewal.
Let us believe in this now--perhaps one or the other of you
wlll be renewed! Try it! Go completely into repentance
and then fully into faith. It can happen; I do not gilve
up hope, If even just a few become new, it will still be
something. Finally, of course, there should be many who
are made new.

e can, in faith, depend upon this promise in the face
of judgments which have come upon us and which may still
come upon us. You know very well how things are among
the nations. The murder weapons arc ready. The powers of
darkness have risen and want tc drive things to the point
where the earth, especially Europe and dcubtless Germany,
becomes a pool of blood. Satan knows quite well that if
this happens, it would mean the end of preaching the
Gospel. Then the Lord Jesus might as well leave. People
will be thinking of the war and will be completely swept

away by this.
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We are faced with a desperate situation. Must we let
it go on like this? I don't think so. Let us all help.
Think of these words in faith, "I make all things new." Must
there always be war? If that were so, God could not make all
things new! I could nct believe this word. If we cannot
pray for the time to come when God's almighty arm will hold
up warring armies, then 1t is not true that He makes all
things new. Yet it is true that He makes all things new;
therefore, I believe there is something we can do to stop
such things from happening.

But of course if everything is to be made new, something
must break in which does not come from us, but from Heaven.
A new deed of God must take place; something living and real
from the Lord Jesus must break into the physical world. It
must become clear that Jesus really lives, that Almighty God
really exists and will not let Himself be pushed to one side
for ever. But it will mean a hard struggle, dear friends,
until finally something becomes new; for people simply do
not believe that God will act from Heaven. They certainly
say, ‘He guides the destinies of the nations, but they call
everything God, even when it is the Devil at work. Nobody
believes that God will really intervene. HMuch would already
be new with us if only we could believe that He will truly,
personally intervene in our physical world, and that the time
must come when we shall be able to pray that such threatening

dangers as war may be averted, and our prayer answered.
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There are other things which threaten us. Even if war
does not break out, disasters stillrain down upon the whole
world, only we don't see them all at one time. What masses
of people have perished during the past year through all
manner of judgments, such as tempests, landslides, explosions
below and above the earth, earthquakes, epidemics, and all
kinds of accidents which are to be expected in the hectlc
life of our time. Along with this there 1s an enormous
amount of sickness of body and soul. How much sighing there
is in hospitals, how much misery in the mental homes. How
many people are wasting away with the most norrible diseases.
How many are belng killed, some slowly, through envy, through
hatred, through the maliciousness of people toward each other.
It would make a great mountain if all the people murdered
during one year were gathered together. There 1s not even
need for guns; people perish anyway.

Every family must be prepared for something to happeéen
suddenly to disturb its peace. Then one must believe and
pray that the judgments may be turned away; that something
new may be given to you, your family, and to the whole
world, indeed to the whole creation, something from the
Heavens above. When God fulfills His word, you dear ones,
we can stand up against anything, especially if we ourselves
already experience something new! You should also take a
new stand now and then! Try it! God often attempts to
start something new with this one or that one, but they do

not seize upon it, they remain apathetic. But rise up and
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direct your steps towards what is new! Pray for it! Some-
thing new must begin, coming from Heaven to strengthen our
trust that the whole world will be renewed through the
almighty power of God.

That is what Jesus Christ wants. That is why He is the
firstborn from the dead. He does not want this wearisome
situation to continue forever. He wants to have things new!
For this Christ was born; for this He died and arose; for this
He is sitting at God's right hand. Draw near to this renewal
that it may soon come about!

This 1is how we must believe, and consider what 1s new.
But what 1s this “new™? What does "new” mean? "New" means
what Jesus is, what is in Heaven, what God 1is. t means what
is as old as eternity. Strictly speaking, we in our sins are
"new.” Sin is not the oldest thing; it came in as something
new. God is the 0Old One, the Eternal One, who was from the
beginning and remains in all eternity. We are insignificant
newcomers. Therefore, the "new" things are really the old;
they are in Heaven, are eternal, and have no beginning and
no ending--they are in God Himself! And so the earth must
become like Heaven; all that is earthly must become eternal;
temporal things must be transformed into the divine state
which was at the beginning. Just think, dear friends, what
it would be like if things could only begin to become really
divine, if physical and material things were no longer corrupt

but became godlike! Wnat happy people we would be then!
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Gut when these heavenly things take place, look out!
We cannot go on burdened with our wickedness, we shall have
to go tirough judgment, through fire. We must be purifiled
and become goid., not wood. We must give up everything;
give up all that is false. We must become completely
genuine as Heaven 1is genuine, as the Lord Jesus 1s perfect
and genuine, as 2ll the angels are genuine, and as is God
Himzself. In other words, we must become new.

It is comforting to know that this "new" is not some-
thing unheard of. It is at our doorstep. It is already
on earth and not at all incredible. I have already seen
something new. Whoever has a little to do with the Saviour
sees something new; therefore, I can well believe that all
will become new on earth. Yet, although I preach this,
people still do not see the signs of Heaven in Jesus Christ.
How much tecame new in the gpostles! How many new powers
came with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit when natural
forces nad to yield to the new, the heavenly, the eternal!
It could cause one to die of grief to see what little effect
this has had upon us! There is so much that is new, yet 1
has no effect. It is always at our door, yet nothing comes
of 1t; we see so 1little of 1it.

Perhaps, dear friends, if you kncw that to become new
means tc become heavenly, as Jesus was heavenly, you will
be able tec grasp that it can easily happen as soon as we
find 1ife in Jesus. The gates of Heaven are quickly opened,

especially if we gather in greater numbers to call upon God.



Il

504
Then the Devil will be alarmed, for he knows that the heavenly
state is the old, original state, and that our sin and death
are new, wrong things which have come into the world but do
not belong there at all. And if we are faithful, the heavenly
state will belong to us., Ged and Christ will be ours. Every-
thing else is of the Devil and 1s none of our business.

Now you know it dear friends and can grasp it in faith
and in repentance and can reach out for nheavenly things.
Love the Saviour' Belleve in God! Seek His word and keep it!
Be zealous, be Taithful! Jesus Christ is our brother., Being
at the right hand of our Almizhty God, He hears us and can

quicltly answer. Oh, that 1t may come to pass in this New Year!
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64.
THE COMFORT OF THE PEOPLE!
Isaiah 49:13: Sing for joy., O heavens, and exult, O earth;
break forth. O mountains, into singing! For the Lord has
conforted His people, and will have compassion on His
afflicted.

This is one of the words that speaks of the great
comfort £~r the people which the prophets have so often
foreteold. This comfort for the people goes very deep;
and wiien comfort penetrates so deeply, its effects can
also be felt physically; bodily ills disappear. In such
times of comfort the greatest miracles take place, readily
and naturally. The physical side of 1life emerges as a
secondary matter which can quite easily be brought in order
when the higher, inner being is comforted and restored.

Men have already experienced such times of comfort.
They nave had a foretaste of those things the prophets
depicted as coming in the last times, encompassing the
whole world. Through this they are made aware of what
will finally come about in the most widespread way. The
time of Jesus was a very special foretaste of the final
great time of comfort for all the people. The 3pirit
of Ged was so mightily at work in Jesus in the comfort-
ing of souls that the pnysical condition of people around
im was affected to the strongest degree. These are the

miracles of Jesus.
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These miracles often give rise to some misconception.
If a person reads about them without understanding, he might
helieve that the Saviour was demonstrating parlor tricks:
and might compare them to the illusions of a conjurer in
which one appears to stand before a miracle. But the Saviour's
miracles were of & completely different nature. They were
a part of His very being and the Z3pirit which He radiated,
and were in keeping with the fervent expectancy which vibrated
in the soul of the people at that time. The mood of the
whole populace, more or less, had been uplifted by the
person of Jesus and the preparatory work of John the Baptist.
So it seemed quite natural and did not attract much attention
when bodies started to sing for joy, so to speak. That is
why it could come about that Jesus' miracles were not so much
noticed by unbelievers as we would think. We can say that
the miracles of tuae Saviour, of Almighty God, take place
where there is a corresponding inner comfort. And we can
also say that only those who have experienced inner help
can understand such miracles and accept them as natural.
It is simply something tremendous when God restores
souls and creates a new splrit: then the physical body can
be quickly healed and we have a miracle.

Similar things have been given in this Christian era.
We, too, experienced something in M8ttlingen at one time,
which we s+ill cherish. But even now many people do not
understand ii--least of all those who draw the conclusion

that prayer can he used as a cure-all for the body. But to
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talk of comforting the body as a means of making the soul
sing for joy is to put the cart before the horse; it 1is not
the right way. According to the Bible, God takes care of
the inner man, then, of i1ts own accord the body sings for
joy at the healing which comes as a consequence. If we
turn this around, we run the risk of great disappointments.
The time wher all creation will be refreshed will not come
by curing the outward ills of the world first, but the
other way round, by “comforting" the world inwardly, in
its soul, so tc speak. Only then will creation be renewed
outwardly.

The great mistake made by many unhappy people who
groan under the burden of all kinds of evil is that they
always look to the evil and believe that if this were
different, they would feel easier inwardly. But they should
remenmber that if nothing more than physical healing happened,
they would still not be comforted. Jesus has often helped
in some outward matter, but it has not affected us inwardly.
On the other hand, when, in spite of afflictions, God's
comfort penetrates the soul, things more easily improve
outwardly, and should a miracle take place, it will be
understood rightly and will be a light for all our 1life.

But here people are divided into two categories. The
first lock only at the outward or material aspect and want
to tackle everything from that side. The efforts of the
world are directed toward improving outward conditions in

the hope that men will be inwardly more content. But what
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is achieved by all the people's striving? Does it lead to
true comfort, to the soul's rejoicing? For those who have
not grasped deeply the essence of human nature, it is an
obvious and remarkable fact that however much is done for
unhappy people who have come down in the world, they find no
lasting joy. And how much care is lavished upon people
nowadays! There has perhaps never been a time in which men
have made such great efforts, with such sincerity, to remedy
the universal distress and misery. Still people are not
contented, and without any hesitation some quite openly

take advantage of their benefactors. On the other hand, if
in a small way we succeed in bringing the comfort of God into
a soul, everything will be right. Even in evil days people
will be contented, and the smallest kindness will be received
with great joy because inwardly they stand right.

This brings up something we often experience when people
write to us. Sometimes people will say, "I have a severe
illness (or, I have difficult circumstances to cope with; or,
dark temptations beset me). I have prayed about this for
many years now, more and more intensely, but it seems that
the more I pray, the worse things become." Here we stand
before a mystery. We could wonder very much about this, but
I want to say only one thing: we can pray in an outward
manner and look for inner help to come from the outside--that
is wrong; or, we can pray in a spiritual way and seek comfort
of the soul from God--then things will improve. If someone

always cries about his personal troubles when he prays and
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only has his own need in mind, then the evil which besets
him sinks deeper into his soul and spirit, in spite of
prayer. It is possible to rise up from prayer in a darker
frame of mind than beforehand. Selfish prayer can even
lead to derangement, as we have often experienced. Another
person goes into his room and says, "I will not ailow my
troubles to come in here with me, I want to be alone with
my Saviour. Dear Saviour, now I come to Thee; speak to me
of something other than my affliction!" Something of Heaven
sinks intoc a man who prays like this. When he comes out
of his room, he feels a power, and even if the affliction
has not diminished, the misery of it cannot gain the upper
hand. If our inner being is 1lifted up by heavenly powers,
it cannot be weighed down by the need and death of our outer
man. And so, in prayer, I can either attract or repel evil
things. Mark this well, all you who would pray because of
the ills that beset you! Do not bring all mannex» of evil
into your souls!

This is why the Saviour, who knows us foolish people,
says, "Do not chatter so much when you pray! Must you babble
on and on like the heathen?'" But whatever Jesus says, men
simply will not obey. When someone prays for an hour
without ceasing, he thinks he will have a special reward
in Heaven!

We could also think about this when we come to prayer
meetings and remember the main issue is not to pick out all

the evil of the world in order to pray about it. It 1s more
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important to seek Heaven and a power from Heaven by which,
strengthened by the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we can
meet all ills. We must remain in the Spirit; then Jesus will
have means enough to comfort us, to free us, and also to

make us well, if He so desires. Yes, the man who remains

in the Spirit and seeks comfert of soul through the Saviour
will very soon find things easier in the physical realm as
well.

Whoever experiences and understands this will also
understand the prophets, who even go much further. They
hardly think at all of comfort for the individual, but
promise comfort for the people as a whole. Just read the
01d Testament: a promlse is made to an individual only
insofar as ne is part of the whole. We can use the Bible
very wrongly if we apply all the texts to ourselves in an
egotistic way. In the Bible the comfort of all the promises
pertains to the larger whole, and you can also reckon youvr-
self to be a part of this whole. All prophecy amounts to
this great thought of God: "I will comfort my people,
comfort the wretched, comfort all men--all flesh; all the
world shall behold the glory of God!" This must take place
through the Spirit of God which shall sustain all flesh.

The people shall be given a new heart and a new spirit. By
this we can see that the restoration of the soul of mankind
as a whole 1s foreseen, and linked to this 1s the renewal of
bodies, up tc the point of resurrection. New hearts, a new

spirit, and the Spirit of God shall be gilven; then all things
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will be made right. That will be a real comfort for the
people! Already we feel something of this in the works
of the Saviour; to some extent they always have an effect
on the common people as a whole. With the Saviour we can
have nothing for ourselves alone. He can never belong to
you alone; you must always include other people, and also
include others in your thoughts. Otherwise it might happen
that Jesus is not with you at all. The comfort of the
Gospel falls today upon the great community of naticns, and
the final, decisive comfort will also be showered upon the
great community of all nations.

Even in this present time we can feel the powers of
this comfort at work. These powers awaken hope that a time
of great grace will come upon all men to the extent that
the Gospel will be preached to all nations. How otherwise
will this come about? How many righteous hearts lie hidden
beneath the wretched conditions of this sinful world, and
they will not come out of these conditions except by an
express deed of Almighty God! And this deed will not fail
to appear. If even now some people can find complete comfort,
how can our merciful God allow others, who are no worse,
to remain in eternal misery? He does not do that! The
Saviour grieves over the people. He wants to gather them
together as His sheep, and the end of thece times will bring
this great grace. Then the earth will sing for joy. Even
the trees will break forth into singing and the mountains

will exult. The curse will be broken and the life of all
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nature will become new. That will bring forth jubilation.
Then it will really be true that "Every breath of air cries
out for joy: Christ is born!”®

And so the renewal of creation depends upon the advance
of the Kingdom of God. Upon the freedom of the children of
Cod depends the freedom of all the other creatures. We have
absolutely no conception of what it will be like when the
universe sings for joy once more because man has become free.
At present everything lies under a continuous oppression. No
man flourishes as he should; no animal, no plant, is what 1t
could be. Corruption, seen and unseen, affects the bodies
of men mightily; it strikes the grasses and all the plants
and animals; everything lives in perpetual fear. But when
the weight of the word "You shall die" is taken away, every-
thing will rejoice. Then there will be life, fully and completely.

This is what the Saviour wants to bring about. From
within the secret chambers of the human soul He wants to
fight sin, to drive it away, destroy it, and bring a new
creation into being. The great moment will come when we
can say: The old has passed away, a new creation is here,

in every person and in the whole world.
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65.
"IN THAT DAY..."

Isaiah 11:10: In that day the root of Jesse shall stand
as a banner tc the peoples; Him shall the nations seek....

This is a remarkable word. Again and again we are
reminded of “the day"--"in that day." It stands always
before the prophets as a day of Christ; all their hope 1s
in “that day." But we should not think that all at once
a brand-new time will come after a long, long time in which
nothing at all happens. No! This time begins quiletly and
secretly and will grow and grow until at last the cliimax is
reached. And so, when the Fharisees asked when the Kingdom
of God was coming, Jesus answered, "Why do you ask? The
Kingdom of God is already here, in your midst, and you can
take hold of it and enter into it."

The time in which the nations were to seek the root
of Jesse came very quietly. The wise men from the east really
did seek at the time Jesus was born, but who paid any attention
to that? The coming of strangers who suddenly arrived and
inquired about a king was an inconspicuous event. People
were startled and for a moment there was a fear of God, but
this soon passed; the carpenter returned to his plane, the
smith to his anvil, the writer to his desk. After three or
four days everything was back to normal, and the momentous
seeking for the root of Jesse was forgotten. Still, it did

happen and has never ceased since then. Later, Greeks also
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sought , and of course at the time of the apostles, seeking
really began in earnest.

Thus, very quietly, the day dawned and the great cause,
God's banner to the peoples, stood there. Until this very
day, though, there are people who deny it as if 1t did not
exist, and they go on wondering if it is worth looking for.
Yet from year tc year, century to century, this banner is
sought more and more by all the nations. Slowly, quietly,
but also wonderfully, "the day” moves towards its climax.

And that 1is how the Xingdom of God comes; that 1s how
it will come completely-~just remember that! You will not

see 1t coming, however, unless you have spiritual eyes. To

2 s
be able to see the beginning of the Kingdom of God today and
to expect a continuation tomorrow and fulfillment the day
after, means one thing: participation. The unfolding of
this final time will certainly also take place quietly.
There will be things happening which will be spoken of 1loudly
for a time, but then they will be forgotten and no longer
talked of. <The world will go its own way again, however
tremendous tire events which have taken place.

I also am not satisfied about how signs of the times
are looked upon nowadays, even in believing circles. We are
not sensitive enough to such happenings because they take
place so imperceptibly. How often do we groan abcut our
poverty in the Xingdom of God, even when many deeds of God
take place before our eyes. Who, for example, pays any

attention to the beautiful light we now see in the heavens
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every cay? Later we shall find out what all these things
mean, but very few notice them when they occur. The man
who does not value these signs of the times, these manifes-
tatlons of the Kingdom of God, will not find peace. If I want
first to ie Tilled inwardly with all sorts of emotions and
stirrings before I at last 1lift up my eyes and look, how
can I be given anything?

Miracles also take place today, both true and false
miracles, just as in the time of Jesus there were also
false appearances and miraculous events. A time of
miracles has broken in today; nobody can deny that! It
happened very suddenly. Before 1843 nobody *thought of such
things, but now, very quietly, they have come among us.
Lectures are given about "the power of prayer,"” and when
people are sick they write to or hasten to visit certain
men, seeking comfort, health, and strength. And rightly
sc, for this belongs to the time we live in. Befcre 1843
nobody thought of such things. Yet who pays any attention
to them? Who takes them as a sign?

That is why I always say that Bengel% was right in his
predictions. Even if he did not hit the right year, never-
theless the last thirty years have seen the beginning of
developments which have changed Christendom inwardly and
outwardly. On the other hand, the many inner struggles are

hard, but on the whole, there is light and 1life everywhere

*

Johann Albrecht Bengel, a leader of the Swabian Pietist
Movement, who died in 1752.
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for those with open eyes. The times are marching on, and
pefore we know it, such deeds of God will take place as at

the time of the apostles. If I think only of what I experience
in a year, if I gathered together just the main letters I
receive--what a story that would make!

Many things were experienced in earlier years, of course,
vut there was never the feeling that we were going toward
the last times. The idea of the Kingdom of God was never
quite clear. Now the most mistaken movements write "Kingdom
of Jesus' on their banners. In the Salvation Army, for
example, we see a caricature of the Kingdom of Jesus. All
this goes to show that we are moving toward the goal.

Therefore, have joy in the Kingdom of God and forget
yourself a little! Do not keep looking into your poor,
burdened heart; do not get caught up in your own affairs!
Some people walk around as 1f they were the only ones who
existed. They are only interested 1n the worthless rubbish
of their hearts; they are completely involved in it. The
Heavens above may open wide, and still we go on peacefully
absorbed in our own affairs! It is a pity to have lived
through a time like this, only to become aware much later
what a tremendous time it really was! Therefore, pay heed,
on man! The nations will seek the banner! Pay heed --and

seek it too!l
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66.
A BATTLE IN HEAVEN
Revelation 12:11: And they have conquered him by the
blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for
they loved nct their lives unto death.

This is an episode out of the story of a battle which
is waged, not on earth, but in Heaven. It is a remarkable
story. There is a conflict in Heaven, and God's armies
move out, the Field-Marshall, Michael, at their head. On
the other side is the prince, Satan, with his hosts. It
seems as though Satan will win. Yes, one has the impression
that he has been winning for a long time. Why has Christendom
become so dark since the time of the apostles? It becomes
darker and darker! But why? Was not a Saviour born? It
is true that rays of light break through here and there,
but on the whole this has been a dark and difficult time.
That is a sign that the battle in the atmosphere is not yet
at an end.

Ultimately it will come to an end, and Michael will be
victorious. The delay comes about when Satan peints a
finger, as it were, at the Church of Christ and says,

"What about these people?" And when Michael and the angels
of God, who have been instructed according to God's Justice,
look down, they have to say. "Yes, that is true; we cannot
do anything about them!" In heavenly warfare there are

none of the violent or crude attacks such as men make on

each other; in heavenly wavrfare God acts justly even toward
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Satan. There is no question of raining blows upon Satan just
because he is 3atan; where he has a right, even God yields
to him. It will never happen that God simply smashes Satan.
Thus, in this struggle, if Satan can truly say, "It is not
going on down there as it should," then the Church of Christ
will have no special protection (she has this only when she
fulfills certain conditions), and the protection of God and
Christ will have to be withdrawn. Thus Satan can be victorious
for a long, long time. Men have the saying: "The Devil cannot
harm us; he has been vanquished." Oh, how stupid! He will
be victorious for a long time yet!

There is another remarkable thing here: men intervene
in this heavenly battle, and human strength is made use of.
There are people who step into the breach for the Church and
say, "Things may look very bad in the Christian Church and
the Devil may be quite justified--but Christ is more justi-
fied and we belong to Him; the whole world belongs to Him."
Of course, with this sort of attitude it is not a matter
of saving a few people, as some people think, it is an out-
and-out attack against the Devil. The Devil must be silent.
He has no authority. The blood of Jesus Christ cries cut
for us: He is the Lamb of God, who bears the sins of the
world!

These people step in and also testify that it is Christ

who counts, not our sins. And all this talk about our being
lost is a lie-~none of this is significant. Only Christ 1s

significant! They are attacked violently because of this



519
and are sorely oppressed. But even if it costs our lives,
these things remain true. Why did Christ die? Not in order
that misery continues for ever! So, finally, these people
who step into the breach will be of vital importance before
the throne of God. And Michael will be victorious.

Then something else remarkable will be seen. When this
victory is won, it will become pitch black on earth. People
think that after the victory there will be a shouting for
joy, but the victory will have been won in Heaven, not on
earth--not by a long way. Upon the earth, as 1t says here
(Revelation 12:12), "The Devil has come down...in great
wrath.” It is not written what will happen tnen; you will
have to imagine that for yourself. It will be a hard time,
though. Yct, I think we shall manage to come through. A
wise person will know how to come through. Believe nothing
of what is preached about damnation~-that is all of the
Devil! But believe everything goocd you can of the Saviour.
Everything else is lying. A sensible man will heed this,
but it must be belleved.

Is Heaven already rejoicing in lichael's victory?

Just look up into the Heavens! For some years ncw all the
Heavens have changed, but people do not look, nor do they
read the Bible. Yet if men were to pay attention, they
could see everything! 1In Heaven there is already a shouting
for joy; but on earth life has certainly become very hard,
and will perhaps become much more serious. And this applies

to our house too; what there was of comfort there 1is gone
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and is in Heaven. I cannot be sad, however, for I know

that they all rejoice in Heaven. But hard and painful times
can come. Nevertheless, we have begun in the sense of this
verse, and whoever wants to can continue with it. I want

to see that many persevere!

HOTE: A translation of No. 67 is not included in this volume.
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68.

LORD, GIVE EAR TO MY VCICE!

Today is the birthday of Pastor Zﬂndel* of Winterthur.
We must beg for a great deal tc come down from Heaven be-
cause we are asking not for one man alone but for very
many. We must lose sight of him among all the people he
is called upon to serve.
Psalm 141:1-2: I call upon thee, O Lord; make haste to me!
Give ear to my voice, when I call to thee! Let my prayer
be counted as incense before thee, and the lifting up of

my hands as an evening sacrifice!

That, of course, is how a pastor must cry out nightf

% March 26, 1887, Friedrich Zlindel's birthday. See Lejeune's
remarks at the conclusion of this book for more about Blum-
hardt's friendship with Zfindel. After his mother had died,
Blumhardt felt closest to Zfindel in the tremendous events
whiich had burst forth in M8ttlingen and Bad Boll.

Later, at Zindel's death in 1891, following the words
of the Psalm: "I will sing of thy steadfast love, O Lord,
for ever, with my mouth I will proclaim thy faith.ulness
to all generations,” Blumhardt was to say, "Till now we
two have done this together, but now I must do i1t alone.
Nobody should be offended by my saying 'we two.' There are
others here, of course; but in a very special way we Two
were togsther and now I am alone.’

ZUndel's well-known books sprang out cof this close
relationship between Zlindel and Blumhardt, as the following
remarks testify: "If I wanted to sing a song for my Zindel
today it would be about the fact that he ventured to take
it off my hands to write down in a book all that we had
experienced and to throw it in the teeth of the whole world,
with 'There you have it.'" And, "Out of the same urge to
make known to our doubting world what God has done, Zindel
welcomed my desire to publish the discussions we had carried
on together about the life of Jesus and what we thought about
the Apostolic Age and the apostles themselves.'
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and day, although other Christians must also do the same.

Our greatest happiness 1s to know that our volce is heard

in Heaven. I am often astonished at how far people go in
taking this for granted. It is as i1f we need only open our
mouths here in the world, as if any Christian can just hold
forth, and up above God must pay us the compliment of listening.
But you will not find that idea anywhere in the Bible; that
is pagan. Pagans also believe that all the fuss that goes

on here is heard in Heaven, but that is not so. It costs

a real struggle to be heard, until the point is reached that
I can say "my voice is heard in Heaven” in a way which really
means something.

Naturally, God hears the constant drone of lament which
comes from the world. The murmuring, the groaning and moaning
of mankind is all heard. But it is one thing for my sighing
to be heard, along with all the universal sighing, but some-
thing else agzain that my voice 1s heard directly in Heaver.,
or that my prayer rises like incense and my hands are lifted
up as an eveninz sacrifice. It is a different thing if Heaven
is always ready to receive me, as it were. It is something
else 1f I am "at home" in Heaven in the sense spoken of in
the Revelation to John, that there are lamps in Heaven with
lights always burning for the Churches and angels. But if
my lamp is extinguished, I shall never be heard; I will again
be part of the general murmuring of mankind, and everything
wlll be as it always was. The prayer of the saints, however,
is as 1incerse before God, and this is what it should be like

among Christians.
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But they do not understand this. Christilans make me
indignant, for with their so-called priesthood of all men,
they have turned us all into heathens. Ue ncw have a

»a2vers according

(&)

religion in which everyone rattles off his
to a certain form, keeping strictly to himseii, s anding
proudly aloof. No Christian in the time of tne oncatles
would have thought of doing this, but nowadays chings have
gone so far wrong as to be almost beyond words. T would
wish for everyone--especially for one who is & pastor--
that he would see that 1t is not as easy as he thinks.
OQur voice will not be heard in Heaven unless there is an
organic relationship with Heaven, from God through the
Savicur, to a Church of Jesus Christ in which there are
one or two or more with whom Jesus can do what lie wishes. They
will not be self-willed but will surrender themselves day
and night. They will not be like popes but will be the
lowest, serving all the others, enduring all thirgs, giving
theimselves to toil and drudgery in service to others. I
tell you, our voice will not be heard unless this happens.
One day you will find out in Heaven that I am right, for
I am not just babbling out my own opinions--I know what
I am talking about!

But people recist this. All they care zocut is to be
saints in Heaven, giving no thought to what it wezns when
a man speaks on earth and is heard in Heaven. In the Bible
this is said only of those men who are gripped completely,

heart and soul. I will not be heard above if I jecin those
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who live three-guarters in the world, or even only one-

3

juarter, and so live for myself, for my own heart's desire

b}

e

and my own coufort. Our whole conception of prayer as

something tnat anyone can do is simply not true! Scmetimes

>

the most dizpolical veople will go into a prayer meeting

od must now listen to them., Hust God

L2

and insist that
listen to devils? They live iike heathen and still presume
to pray. ®Will this be heard in Heaven? Such unclean prayers
will not be heard!

Cn tne ocher aand, if we really stand together as 1ittle
children and seek the #ingdom of God with all our hearts, an
organism will be formed, not in an outward way, but inwardly.
Everyone, whoever he is, can join in this; the smallest, the
poorest, all who want to stand with the Saviour and live for
the Kingdom of God. Suddenly, scmewhere, a light will shine
and we will know Shat prayer is rising upward. The voice 1is
heard. Endless praying 1s not necessary; we no longer
need the formal, ritual prayer in which we try to squeeze
something out as though in a vise, wnether anything is there
or not. No! The voice speaks out whenever necessary, and
it is heard in Heaven as necessary. We get a reply. We
know what to expec:i, every day, but we become the most
dependent, the least free of men. We can no longer do what

we want. Self-will ceases utterly with people whose voice

It rust be our concern, our desire, for this to happen.

r -

Today I also prayv taat my dear Zindel's volce may be heard;
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that we together,along with others,gradually come to the
point where somewhere there is always someone whose voice
is hearc¢ in Heaven. It must be possible for men to Join

together in this. It is not necessary for them to be

Ui

alike in all respects. But it would be good if many people,

in many places, once more had lamps in Heaven and that

lignht sione down, light from tine Saviour. Then there would
not be so nuch lukewarmness for out of the Spirit of God

and from Christ something else would burst into flane

in a distinctive, lovely, powerful way. Of course there
woula be strugegles and temptations--we ourselves will remain

poor sinners. We would not shout for joy. We would have

to endure many things in body and soul; everytning would

ry

e judged; w2 would not be able to avoid anything. But
a little power would spring up, and there would be something
which would find acceptance in the Kingdom of God.

Praise God, we do experience something of this together,

a little power is welling up. We sheculd not brag about it,

ot
=3
2

ieh, but always remember that it must become much greater.
Yes, our voice must count for muci more before God so that
we may be able to fulfill the many demands continually made
upon Christian peopls, doing this in the strength of the
Almighty. of Jesus Christ who is Lord, before whom all must
eventually bow down. However wrong the world is, everything
must in the end bow down.

PoN O X ¥ %
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Luke 23:27: And there followed him a great multitude of
the pecple, enl nf women who bewailed and lamented him.

They show=d they had a heart after all, tinat multitude
of people. Clergymen should also make a note of this and
go and sit among the multitude. There it 1s often quilte
different than in a gatnerirg of parsons or a committee
meeting! We shonld listen to what the veice of the multitude
is saving. I% often grieves me tc see now the so~called
"educated people” all turn up at festive occasions and the

I

1933

"multitude’ stays awsy. Sometimes after such ocee ion:
have a real hunger to be able to sit down just among country-
folk where wmch more real life pulses, and one can also chat
about the Saviour. 'iith other people it is different. One
can come away from a meeting feeling quite excited about

what one has heard, but on sitting down tc a picus dinner
party afterwards  averyone talks ahout something entirely
different. In fthis respect I prefer the country folk;

they say what they think. sometimes crudely, but that does
not matter.

As our text relates, there was a multitude of such
people at the time of Jesus; they were quite unlike those
followers of Jesus who came from the educated classes. The
educated people crept into their houses and consoled them-
selves, but the multitude of the pecple followed the Saviour

ith weeping. It does us good to know that some neople wept
and wailed and lamented in pullic for the Saviour. It was

rigiit that this happened. As we have said, the common people
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feel mcre naturally, more simply, more genuinely

and when the time comes in which the Church of Christ

again cares about th=z lowly, we shall have gained

a victory. But as long as the church continues to

act like a public institution, it will not be as 1in the
Kingdom of ieaven. As long as those with warm and fervent
hearts have to hold their tongues while the cold-hearted
ones go on dictating, there will be nothing. The whole
outlock of our church is turned upside-down, unfortunately.

I appreciate all the rules and regulations of the church.

P

but 1in principle it is net right if warmth of heart cannot
be expressed--unless one i1s a pastor of course; hLe 1is
allowed to preach, but then it is always znd cnly the
paster who is heard. This is terribly stupid, for if
cnly the pastor speaks and everyone else must be silent,
the active working of the body of Christ as an organic
caurch will be lost. In the end the church w11l die off
under the pastor. Just ask yourselves ii it isn't true.
I say this so that those who enter this "organism" may
watch out. Oh, go down low! Sit down in the farm houses
now and then! Chat with these people! Life pulses more
there than in the parconage. There one will hear abcut
the Saviocur; there cne will find a longing for the Kingderm
of God.

Of course, we must be prepared to hear some plain
speaking. We will hear of the needs of people and how

dissatisfied they are with our sermons. We will see how
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often we are Pharisees and Sadducees who trample upon a
tiny flower of fthe Saviour; we have no idea how small our
love 1s. Very of'ten, for example, we seek out the most
"worthy" amorg the poor. Many are in need but are not
"worthy,” therefore, they must go hungry. There is such a

-

hardness, as if we were God and cculd judge over other people!
This attitude pervades everything and has nothing to do with
the Saviour., If ye asscciate with certain persons who perhaps
do not have a grod nane, the people are shocked and say, What!
He is sitting with those people?’ Yes, indeed, I would rather
go around with gcoundrels than with the virtuous, for the
Saviour seeks the simmers, not the lofty. Whoever is mindful
of this way of toae Saviour will climb down a 1little, down to
where the groaning people are. When he hears thos2 who sigh,
those who wail and lament, he will be on the right grouna. He
will find no horior there, but he will be able to work and
serve, for these are mostly people who grieve for the Saviour.
They can join in sighing and praying for Jesus to come and
have mercy on cur poor world. They really are able to mourn
because the BSaviour is crucified oan earth, and they take it

te heart 1f things are not right with the church. We feel

they have a heart Icr the Lord Jesus; and if we respect

such people. w32 will also receive something from them.

So let us take to heart what has been said today. I have

o

spoken a little more plainly than usual because ZlUndel is here.

We know one another and speak out what we feel.
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WHEN 50D HID

I

N

HIS FACE

2 feom the Cerman): I said in my
never again be subdued.’ But when
face, L was dlsmayed.

«co passages 1ike Shese as part of
histeorical event Trey ave not just expressions of religious
sentinent=, sush as we have, but involve impressive occurrences
sucih a3 ifossr' leadinc the Tsraeiites out of Egypt. Suddenly
the witers drsw haek and all the peeple crossed to the other
side and were zaved end they thovught, “We shall never again
be subdued! And verv eapecially were they elated when they
saw the 3Saek’aab when Manna fell from Heaven, and every-
tiing was vut in ovrder under God's direct guidance. But
when the psople sinned and fod hid #is face, and they receive:
no answer, then came the cry, “I was Jdismayed!"

Je can hovrdly imagine what this means. In the first
piice, we have 7o idea what it ic to talk with a Shekinah.
Nohody in tie world knows anyhbhing about this. We have no
ivea elther how it is wvhen Cod is angry. We do not even
netle nyvthin We see much misery, suffering, need, and
misfortu cven in our Christian undertakings, but everything
#Shekinah mezns “habitation” of God, the brightness of

oc’s rajesty walch revealc His preserce among men. This

nekinanh QFJGJPSu to the Is

cud and of Tire during their jourr
ness, and it was reveslet to deses
gzleamr of The radiance of
rabbinical in
tut drew back in the face of the sins

Y'\J.U.‘ lue

God's countenance.
nterpretation, the Shekinah visited the devout

‘n the pillars of
through the wilder-
Mount Sinal as a

According

ey
on
to

ufl mern.



is so confused, that, as a2 rule, we no longer know what is

s of the Devil. Therefore we no longer

t=ta

of God and what
guestion anythins.

Unless we are very clear-sgighted we have no discern-
ment. We do develnp a certain uniformity of perception
with the help of which we can stumble along, but that 1s
not the real thinz. Trhe only reality is when we are clearly
aware of and can sov, "Ihe Lord is present”; and, equally
clearly, see when we rave gone wrong. feel how terrible
that is, and wonder now it happened. For instance, when
Achan haad stolen* (now nappy the people had been up until
tnen). everything ceame to a halt. The peorle cried out,
"What is 1¢? Whatis wrong?" The slightest reverse was like
a deatn blow. The thought that this was the end, that the
thread which bound men tc God had broken off, made their
world crumble. Toat 1z how it was then and it was something
tremendously grest. We can no longer imagine it,so it 1is
no wonder t.ast voday many Qo not believe there was a direct
relationship with God, not just now and then, but lasting
for centuries. Ir at times one of the prophets said the
word of God was rare in the land, this does not mean there
was no Bible. People did not ylace so much importance
on the Bible, for they were used to being guided directly
by men of God. They believed that without prophets, the

Bible was of no use to them. And if there were no prophets

“see Joshua 7.
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for a lonz time, they were dismayed. Then God was far away.
Now if we, too, had something which came to a sudden
halt., we also would bz dismayed. It is a plty that nowadays
there 1s so little dismay when heavenly things cease among
us, This heppens sometimes but we are so used to it that
when this happens, we simply carry coun in our human strength.
Occasgsionally we are shocked when a misfortune befalls some-
body, but, as a people, we are no longer dismayed when God
is no wmore anong us; when, symkolically speaking, the Ark
of the Covenant is lost.
I wish this dismay would come back to us. I should
jerk ocur Christians back into the early Christian
time ana then pack again iato our present-day situation.
I should like to jerk them to the side of the Risen One,
who was able to make ilis voice heard in the situation of the
time; into the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, who was also
able to speak into fthe situation, and then back again to
our own time which is full of the chatter of men. It 1s
only men, men, wmen, who ave speaking, and God is silent.
I'or the way in which some Christians say, "The Lord has
spoken with me,” or, "The Lord has said this to me," is
not enough for me. If cnly it were true! The imaginative
thoughts of men, even if sincerely meant, are a long way
from being of the Lord. Yet the very ones whom we are
sure the Lord has not spoken tec, are those who are most

firm 2hout it. Those things we know for certain are not

fror God, are the very things they claim with greatest
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assurance %o have irom the Lord. There are demonic inspira-
tions--there &re even pious demons who chatter with the
piety of angels. They are so pious I can't kzep up with
them! When human opinions claim to represent God and

divine powers must retreat into the bhackground because of
r 2N

the human noise, %he situation becomes very difricult. Every-

S g
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thing becomes naralyred and feebliz: countless hungry and
thirsty souls are neither fed nor watered. Then scmething,
such as the Salvation Army, comes along and throws its hard
erusts of bread to poor starving people, with, "Here, swallow
thisi" ané snatches them off into their own particular fold.
But we should not imagine that people can be driven to the
Saviour by such viclent methods. This is a low, human level
of religion. DRivine ligiit is not created by this Kkind of
restricted Christianity. If there is to be 1light, man nust
be silernt and od nust speak.

Will this ever haprpen? That is my hope, and my reason
for hope is tihat there 1s something quietly at work; a little
thread still continues on which is not of men. In Israel

there was a 1ittl

®

stream which ran on quietly for a long,
long time until at last John appeared. Then Jesus came, and
with Him sometining new began.

With us it is now like this: we too experienced 2

Shekinah to begin with--the Holy Spirit of the new covenant
is none other than the voice of Jehovah cf the old covenant--
but then this disappeared. Now everything is quiet, Just

as it was in the post-Babylonian time. And now we too must
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be dismayed, for we are at a standstill in the world ana
we carnnot rise up into the light. This is why we pray,
"0 Loré our God, dc vnot let us gzo on creeping along in
this way! We've had enough of studying: in any case we
canr.ot bring a’out anything new. Therefore rise up and
speak once more! Speak from Heaven, and this time to the

whole werld, for finally Thy gloryv must break into all

the worlé! And that will bring the end."

Joha 2:28: And now, little child , abide in him, so
ae aepfars we may have co dence and not

ren
i =N nfi
hrink from nis in shame at his coming.

L

Ves, even if evervthing is quiet and tre world has
its way for a while and false Christianity is accepted,
whoever becomes like & litzle child abides in the Savicur,
and only in Him. Do nct try to press yourself into a meld.
Do not try to represent something in order te show that
you are a Christian. 1leo! Lie low--but abide irn the
Saviour! A time will come when Jesus will beccme known,
ana vor with Him. The man will not be put to shame who

remains faltiful to Hinm; who remains confident, whatever

o)
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happens: who cleaves only to the Saviour, liowever wrong
everything seems to be, and who persists in the belief
that he will be saved when Jesus appeears.

2o T say too much? Or too 1little? My attitude 1s
that with the Saviocur I can stand above everything, where-
ever 7 am placed. Some people are always wanting to change

from one church to another, but, as I have told many Catholics
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already, "Fleasc! Stay where you are!" There is no purpose
in all this jurping around; the course of events will in any
case soon turn everything upside dewn. We shall soon be in
a different time. In whatever situation we are placed, we
can still love tue Lord! It is just here that the strength

T, when, bogged down by all kinds

}_l

of the Spirit shows itse
of nonsense, we can still say, “Away witih all this nonsense!
I pelong to the Sa2aviour! There is nothing to he gained by
this jumping back and forth by Catholics, Lutherans, or
Calvinists. Ve just spring into a man-made heaven, and
then we realize that the fires of Hell also burn there.

ie simply didn't sce this beforehand. Therefore let us put
our hope in the Lovrd alone. Then, when He comes we shall
not be put to shame! It will not ke very long now, and we

shall experience great joy!
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70.
THE LAMPSTAND OF GOD'S PECOPLE

Psalm 135:14 (From the German): The Lord will judge His
people and will be merciful to His servants.

e want to Le His people, everywhere, in all places.
We want the Saviouar to work upon us in the power of the
Almighty end not fail %o decal with us, for this is how I
would incerpret the word "judge." Then all will be well
with u=s. The only danger for us would be if God said, "You
can o your own way! I am not interested in you; you can

do as you likel" Thi

¢7]

is the worst thing that could happen.
The conseguence of this is that someone in Heaven comes
and blows out tne lamp. Then the light is out! Or, in the

case of an individual, someone ccmes with a pen and crosses

0]

ont hic name. It is as it is written in Revelation: "I
will spew you out of my mouth.” That is, you will never
arain be mentioned in Heaven. We decelve ourseives if we
think otherwise.

Tell, we do not want to be counted among such people.
We want to he counted among those who are spoken of in
{emven, wio may perhaps be allowed to gather as a people
who would have a lampstand in Heaver! This 1is my deepest
wish., There is not yet a full and cousistent representation
of uz 211 in Heaven on the basis of wholehearted, united
strivinz for the Kingdom of God. The lamp has been blown
out, and only by a great effort will it be 1it again.

True, thsrs are little lignts burning where there is true
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fellowship in the Lord Jesus--of that we may be certain--
but as a living Church, we have no lampstand. If we had

a2 lampstand, there would te raepercussions in the world; life
would not be go monotonous. However, we should not under-
estimate the fact that at least some individuals have a little
lizht up there and Lecause of this, there is a forward move-
ment on earth, in spite of difficulties. But of course my
lenging is that something of a living Church may be seen
once more. that many people, however different thelr natures
may he on earth, may become of one heart and soul because
they have the same Light in Heaven. That is our longing
here at Boll. Think about it a little!

I know that with all this I expect a great deal of my
friends. You should nct think I find it easy to say things
others will not say. It is one of the heaviest burdens 1
bear, yet it camnct be passed over in silence. It must be
said again anc again, and I repeat it today: there is rc
living Church, no people whose lamp burns in Heaven. There

is so muech podlessness on earth because God 1s not present

971

in the way He should be. Godlessness would be restrained
if there were a living Church. It often seems as though
God were sayinz, "Let them go! It doesn't make any differ-
ence what they do now--everything is already in confusioni”
And so there is nco restraint. 3But there 1s nothing more
dangerous than & people without government. We should,
therefore, all the more carry on our hearts the prayer for

Jesus to rule over us again.



L)
Of course, then we must stop being obstinate, for when
the Saviour rules, wonderful things happen. We may have
to let go of what i1s dearest to us, things we have hitherto
held as most precious. We have to be flexible. A man who

waits ané prays for thz Kingdom of God has to be capable

oyt
~

of changing. ie must be like a servant who 1s always

4

attentive to his master’s wishes. He never knows what
the next .iour may bring and simply holds himself ready.
In this way we can become a vpeoplie who are allowed to serve,
who experience pewers and signs. Above all, we shall come
to know Godfs judgment, and because everything is under
judpgment, we shall ezperience His infinite mercy. Judgment
and mercy are woven together in a living way, therefore

God can Jo great deeds and we shall say, "Jesus lives!

Jesus Christ has done these things, not I!"

E pecple of Christ such as this should gradually be
gathered together, gathered in a Bibllcal way, from all
peoples, all languages, all tongues. Therefore let me also
say, please don't be so terribly German, so terribly French,
or Russian! Be prepared to see God's people come together
from 211 nations! When the Saviour starts to work, He will

not confine Himself to man-made bourdaries or church-imposed

1]

limits. Al1ll Xinds of blossoms will spring up out of the
ground which cannot te made to fit any pattern. Therefore

we should not bind ourselves to anything, apart from Jesus.

m
4

e

wose who wish o belong to God's people and have the

fulfillment of His Kingdom in mind, must at 21l times be
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ready to take the plunge, must be prepared for Jesus' word

so that servitude

to take sides in the

a person wno enters intc fellowship witn Jesus in a
simple way and makes the Saviour's loving influence

all sides, pelongs to the true people of God.

I alsc say this to my own household. If

name o Boll,

to men can never find its way
anyone wants
I nust say, "No!™ Only
clear,
felt on

Then powers

and signs will also be revealea.

On,
of God's people burn
not need

set right. We would

a desk, tor then the

if only this might come

cnce more!

about soon and the lamp
Then many things would be

to settle things from behind

laws of Christ will be re-established.

The mighty will be humbled and the lowly and genuine be

exalted.

in short, everything will be according to Christ,

instead of according to the world, as it now is, where the

clever ones dominate and the simple ones 2re written off.

In that day the desoclate will
will be heliped, those who are
will see, the deaf will hear,
should pierce our heart every
blind

B -
or deai.

Why must this

the deafl not hear? Why, when

express proof of Christ's calling:

sight and the lane walik...the

raised up"?’ Vhy? Why?

be comforted, the afflicted

bound will be freed, the blind

the lame will walk. A sword
time we see someone who 1is
ve? Why do the blind nct see,

the Gospel includes this

itm

The blind receive theilr

deaf hear, and the dead are

¥ [atthew 11:2-5
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Ther: shall
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able to near, my dear friend L.
the lame people in my house will

that cause us so0 nuch griefl will

terrible

ities, will 21l

1
R

confusions

sease

of' the

for

is why we should pray

never be afraid.
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to God that our lamp be 1lit.
Tomorrow my dear D. will be

will be able to see; all

leap up. All the things

suddenly be gone. The

soul, the temptations and perplex-
our lampstand will be 1lit! Our

angel, the mescenger between God and ourselves, 1s once more

on the way. The

connection

2 o~
is

restored. Everything is

on earth after the centuries-long lethargy
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FOR THE TIME BEING

Isaiah 14:27: For the Lord of hosts has purposed, and who
will annul it® His hand is stretched out, and who will
turn it back?
I

Such orophetic words strengthen us agaln and again on
our journcy through the world when so much uncertainty causes
us to waver. At sueh times we wonder if God will really
bring avout the salvation of souls, as it is written. Are
things going backward instsad of forward? Our vision of
the path and the goal often becomes blurred., and then many
of us start to shake and tremble. "Will God really do what
Ha intended?” As Christians we could also ask--not in
ninbelief bat in a prayerful way--whebher, through having
christ, we are any different frorm other people. Is it any
different now than it was before the Savicur came?

Yes, of course it is different, and although it may
look as if we were the same as other people, our situation
has been changed. We certainly do have other objectives

ang hence a daifferent road to travel, and we shall not be

put to shame, even if the going is hard. Try to give expression

# Taken from the merning devotions of 1llth, 12th, 14th and
15th of day 1587, the days of the illness and death of Hans
Brodersen, a son of Goitliebin. For many years he was part
of the intimate familv circle in Bad Boll and, as gardener,
also filled an important place in the externsl life of

the house. umbers 1 through 3 were lithographed for friends
of Bad Boll. No. 4 was the second part of the morning

devotion:s of May 15, 1687,and was available to me in a trans-

-~ -
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CIIPT
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to what Christ stands for! When we come to the end of time,
we snall see how the same light shining then in the Day of

- 4
"2l

cf
-

Jesus Chris tes prignt back to the time of the apostles.

i

There it was a star, andé veams of light radiate from it
throughout the ages. On the Day of Jesus Christ this light
will break forth like the dawn and the sun. The end and the
peginning will be the same: thers will be light, the sorrows
of the world will be driven back, and we shall see that God
fuifills His word, He carries out His purpose for the benefit
of His people, and He will remain victorious over all lands.

The Lord of Hosts has purposed 1%, and He remains Lord and

Master on the wav to 1ts fulfillment. We should not be faint-

YY)

hearted along the way, even if it costs many struggles and
if many people have to die. His hand will lead us through;
nobody can turn it back.

We, too, want to let this spealk to us, right down to
the smallest things. Everyone of us can draw strength from
this. also when faced with tribulations. And now that this
great and terrible need has come upon our household, I want,
above all, to accept it as a judgment which had tc come upon
me sc that I could know how things stand with me. But even
though much mors were to be heaped upon me, there is one
thing I must not doubt: the hands of God will lead us to
the ultimate goal. the goal which I feel in my heart cannot
be wrong. During these davs I have asked myself whether I
am on the right track, for you can imagine what agony I suffer.

If our Brodersen should die, it will be a greater calamity
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for me than most of you realize. Yet it must be that I
art right, the Saviour could not have said what He did just
to make an impression. If I want this and accept it as the
truth, though the most awful temptatlions come over me, I
will not yield for any reason for the sake of the Saviour.
Even if 1 were to perisp, it would still remain true that,
“fhe Lord of iHosts has purposed this--who will turn 1t back?”
God so loved the world that He gave His son that the world
would cone to resurrsection and to life. He wants to seek cut
the lost, strike down the Devil., make an end to death, and

subdue all enemnies in Heaven and on earth. Why does He say

this 1if it wil

[

not heccme true one day? We cannot exaggerate
the powers of the Lord Jesus over life; they cannot be too
muen for us. Only misery and distress can become too much
for us. The Saviour who gives 1life and hope for life is
always present, and we can let ourselves be filled by Him
with oure hope, and with patient lenging for God to go on
urtil the end, to go on until the victory is gained.
iy

We are still troubled about my dear nephew. He is
very sick. Inwardly I feel guite calm, but I am deeply
concerned with the question of whether the Saviour will one
day break through the barriers of nature. This momentous
question has been on wy heart for years, but as it turned
out I have had to endure many a blow. Must I now suffer
another oue? It almost seems so! I will accept 1t;

althonely one day I will indeed experience something else.
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But if you dear friends will pray with me and ask that this
time the Lord will be gracious and spare me this blow, I
would be grateful. Perhaps thne hardest thing for me 1is to
see that Heaven is so full of light--and, praise God, I have
often been permitted to see this--and yet at the same time
to realize that everything on earth takes its natural course.
That is the hardest thing there is! 1 have often thought
thaf it would have been much easier for me if I had not
experienced wha®t I have: then I would reconcile myself to
many things, as other people do. I often suffer the pailns
of Hell alongside the joys of Heaven, and my yearning 1s
great, tremendousliy great., for God's glory to begin just
there at the boundary between this world and eternity. I
long fer the tables to be turned and that we would no longer
speak of leaving the world and entering eternity. No! Jesus
must leave eternity and come into the world!

I shall persist in this, for only thus shall we be zole
to see an end to this agonizing situation. This agony will
o on unless thie tables are turned. We should not decelve
ourselves into thinking it will ever be any different. It
will never be any different, however much Christianity we
summon up and however many churches we establish. You will
rnot change the world one icta in this way; in reality every-
thing will remain the same. VWe men also remaln the same.

Yie can only have hope for sone of those who leave this world;
then they are gone. They come into Heaven it 1s true, and

this is fine, but we see them no longer. What a wonderful



thing it would be if 6 at such a gseparation, a light from
ceruiby sprang up through whlch pecple were converted!

And so it is with my Tians; when he has gone, then it is

viell, now. 1 nave lashed out at myself and my household,
Tven if Ccd strikes the
hardes: pic+ and all hearhs are shaxken, il passeés by. We
grieve o three months, but then the tides of nature break
over us again with sueh force tnat we are once more the same
old people. I have no illusions about that!

This is what moves me in these days. ‘Yhat is why I
say that the tables must be turned! I will not give up.

My on “Tord Jesus! Grant that there will be a
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prayer 1is,
change-~-fror eternity intoc the world, not always from the
world into eternity!” This is what we need. May the Lord
hear our praver and look graclously upon us, that at last

a4

light and truth may spread cver all the earth.

(O8]

Teday the burial of our neloved Hans is uppermost in

our hearts. I have the feeling that we stand at the conclu-

Inwardly, because I
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t as nothing other than a
vebulkke from God for our whole housencold. I cannot find
words today for all that moves me; I must ask God to say

it for me. I can only say that in certalin areas there must

be a change. otherwise, we will have to undergo other trials.



Outwardly, ©tnils is a hard experience because our Hans
was one of those apen whom, quietly, much depended, and upon
whose work there was a blessing. e shall miss him very much.
The Lord, who alluwed this %o havnen avd to happen so suddenly,
knows what iHe has deie in not nermitting this mainstay to
become what we hud hoped. So we rust gc back to doing things
2s we did befere. ot will, and must be pessible, for outward

concerns muct talc second place in our hearts.

Isaiah 60.20: “Ana jour dsys of mourning shall be ended."
When will ou.s days of mourting be ended? When we have
resigned ourselves to uisforture, perhaps, vthiaking time heals
everything? Or :en we find something else to occupy our
minds and help us to forget our sorrcew, as men do? That is
not what the Scripture means by promisinz an end to our
mourning! Our so:.uws 2re not what other people call sorrows,
those daily sorrows which confront them. The swift snatering
away of our mel-ved Hans is the fruilt of a much deaper sorrow
vhich always confrorts us. Don't think that I was taken un-
awares; 1 expecs 2t711 more to happen, and I tremble every
day. I would uot be surprised if many more things rained
«0wWwn upon us, for the ground on which we stand is extrenmely
dangerous. Yes: I emghasize on which we stand. It is a
fact that we are uct understood by many people because of
our historr, even a cause of anper for some, but we have been
consclously led to that preat sorrow of mankind which is the

cmbodiment of all the worldis misery, in order that we may
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cppose it with faith and endurance. For forty years outward

+

progress has never veen able to console or reassure us,
althousn we are thaniful Tfor the good days we have occasiocn-
ally had. Hut it 1s no consolation or reassurance, for we

kinow that it is a matter of chance, as the world says, when

a family ezperiences gooa times. And it certailnly does
net lie withiu our power %o ward off the storms which threaten
ith the best of wills and the greatest of efforts,

the consequences of the fundamental

‘_,

we still Tal’ orey to
gorrow and wretchedness upon which our life is bhased. It
is ar il we were skating on thin ice. Often when we make
a particular effert to pull through, especially in some
cutwara mattsr, the ice gives way under our feet, and that's
the ead of it

I don't want to say that eversone is as conscious of
tais as we are. Therefore I stress that it is the way we
nave teen shown. Eecause of this, we are always in extreme
danzer Jor our cause and our calling depend entirely upon
e Lord:s we can ule and be swept away at any moment.

Unfertunacely, not everyone grasps this sufficiently; there-

Tore so mony grievous things happen. And the further we
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more Zangerouc it is, because we come

closer and closer to the pasis of man's suffering and have

What should our comfort be? The scriptures tell us
gveryunere. &s also in this chapter of Isaiah, “Arise, shine;

for yeour light has come.” It is told here that in the end
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God will come to His people with renewed splendor, new glory,
and will bring into the world something quite different from
what we have experiencsd till now--namely, complete victory
over the wrong which i1Is inherent in the perversity of our
nature and in 1ts ceonsequence, death. Yes, we declare war
on these things. truly, we will not resign ourselves to

themi And when people say we cone close to fanaticism, I
will not be offended, although I know that I am more sober

than all these who ¢all me & fanatle. For if a man disregards

i

the promises made in the Bible, which attack the root of the
world's evil, and wants only to have superficial Christian
forms, he is not on the rignt vath. That man is on the right

'3

sath who says with the Scriptures, "Up! We will awalt the
glory of God which is promised in tne Day of Jesus Christ.'
And co let us look forward to the time in which the days of
our mourning shall be ended: when something comes frcm above
which has never been in the world before, not even during

.

the time of the apostles, something which heralds a new
nature for all of creation. Then, step by step, we can
simply tear down thls world, we can very specifically tear
down, tear dewr—-and build up somsthing new! That is the
end of our mourningi

But we must also be ready for less pleasant things!
Nevertheless, this is wha has been promised to us and we
nust neld te it; it will surely come to pass if God is a
fod of truth. And Ye is 2 God of truth, as I can testify,

for in the midst of deepest sorrow we experience the greatest
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manifestetions of Godfs failthfulness. Then we feel within us
the tine approaching when something completely new will begin

Our text points toward this time:

-4

James 5:7. Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the
comine of tie ILord.

This wos even s2i? by “strawy James.” (as Luther
called him socause he made little direct reference to the
- =ven this dry Epistle cannot disguise the fact
thai the fuuure of Jesun Chnrist is c¢he main part of

Chrisitianirv., YThis a3 how you should act for the time

being," James .s saying. "For the time being try to get

througii, unti’ the Saviour comes.” This is the way Jesus
and the avoztlies also speak. Therefore, this "for the time
being” contains no sure promise of houses, goods, husbands,
wives. or children. Uathing is promised. nothing at all.
All that is szaid is ‘for the time being,” and if you are

dom of God, you may perhaps
raceive some of these things. But when eternity approaches,
tak= care! Then all your own concerns and undertakings will
come t2 an end, It is remarkable that in this present

time we are surrounded by all kinds of uncertainties and
cherefore a wise man makes the coming c¢f the Lord the be-all
and endéd--all of his exlstence and lesrns to say, "for the
time being." We had our Hans "for the time being"-~-- and

now "for the time being we have hin no longer. With the

=2

coming of Jesus Chricst, ‘for the time being® will come to

2

an ena, and we shall enter inte eternal possessions. When
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everything Jesus brings from Heaven takes effect, then changes
will take place which will bring us joy. For the moment we
must deny ourselves, be patient, endure all things--it is
only "for the time being."

And sc we will take comfort in this sorrow too. It
is only "for the time being"; the Saviour will come soon!
Then your Papa will come too, Bertha! And many angels, and
our dear Grandfather as well. Let us look forward to this!

b4,

Matthew 18:19: Again I say to you, if two of you agree
on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them
by my Father in hzaven.

Do you know two people who agree with one another?
That is the biggest stumbling block! It is not so easy on
earth to become one in a godly life. It is something for
which I often hunger and thirst. Agreeing together should
not mean that people hastily unite temporarily in the face
of some calamity. It is not meant in such an outward way -
What Jesus means 1s that two should be completely one before
God and then, whatever happens, stand unitedly together. It
i1s united understanding and oneness in the deepest, divine
sense.

Everyone will lend a hand, for example, if a cousin
lies sick, but if we say, "What has he to co with me? My
only concern is for the Saviour!’, then faith will soon cease.
That is wny I coften say that we have a cousinly-Christianity.

If our fanily is in some trouble, we stand together in faith,

>

but 1f something in the Xingdom of God needs our attention,
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we are slow to act. Do not be offended because I think
little of our Christianity. It is so terribly egoistic
compared to the Christianity of the apostles, Even our
Christian litersture is rull of "“I,"™ "I"!

I say all this in justification of the Saviour, for
people ofien write toc tell me it is not true that prayers
made in Hls name are heard. Of course it is true, but we
lack the right spirit and proper understanding and often
pray hard for things we should not pray for. Prayers for
which we need %o have an answer should be aimed higher,
toward more universal concerns of the Kingdom of God, and
we must forezo manv everyday things for the time being.
Thus, I am completely reconciled to the death of my Hans,
althourh I did pray for his 1life. But I would not think
of staking my faith upon someone's not dying. I simply
try to find out if some part of the nature of death can
be broken down, not in order to save a particular person,
but because I am indignant about the whole matter. Nobody

can deny me this, for I see so much wrong happening when

-
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eathh is present. Perhaps others do not see it, but I

see 1t ., and that is why I am angry about the darkness

which has rolbed us of the clarity which we should have

as the Church of Jesus Christ. Every time I see someone

who 1s suffering, the main thing for me is not that the
individual is quickly nrayed back to health--although I
would Le glad to see this happen--but that we stand together

in order thiat these things shall cease completely, that the



breeding place of all this poison is destroyed.

And if we stanc together, we can bring it about, believe
me! If we are united in ecrying out and in prayer, not for
our own skins, but for the sake of the Kingdom of God, we
can bring it about. When the Heavenly Kingdom comes, we
shall realize tuat every step forward in God's Kingdom has
been gained by praver. Nothing has ever happened without

someone's having stood up for it. The Scriptures also

ct

teach us this, so I don't mind being laughed at by people
who tell me that men cannot bring about the Xingdom of God.
Yes, men can <o it! Look in the Bible: Men are able to
hring things about. From the beginning on, it is men who
have achieved zometning through prayer. Of course, God made
the first move, but as a consequence of this, men were able
to step in. Even the birth of Jesus came albout through the
prayer of Simeor.

Prayer, then, is of great significance for the Kingdom
of God, especially when two unite to pray together. Then,
hecause two people desire something true and genuine, God
is justified in siving.

We will let this speal to us so that we may pray wisely
and gain something for the Kingdom of God to the glory of

dod the Father in Heaven.



Isaiah §55:3: ineiine your ear, snd come to me; hear,
that vour seul may live.

We must ineline cur ears and dc this with our whole

being, for tae listener inclines his wiole person toward

b

the voice re lisars Ycyre than anything else, listening
imakes a masn incline Lo one side cor the other. And God

wants us fo Lecome listening people, listening to what

comes from :ieaven. Connected with this 1s the promise

that ecur sculs shall live.

They knew what it meant in lsrael when God said,
"Incline yeur ear, and come te me, hear, that your soul
vl The people of Israel knew this by experience.
For the aevout wan it was as thougn he heard the voice on
“lount Sinal,or as if he saw the angel coming to Abraham,
or ears the voice that spoke to Samuel, or later, through

tae propnsts. Then he knew: ‘YIncline your ear, that your

T L P

soul may Live--~-for the Lord speaks!

i

n Israel the deveut could hear and learn much through
the events in the temple, through the priest and the worship.

0o

A ministry for uone care ¢f souls was established where
recple cculd share freely and speak about things, and even
answers from Yod were given through the priest. Later,

too, when it was no longer possible

j-de

n the temple, there

vere propnrets, and the werds of God were given to the people.

2



At times there was a veritable wealtn of such words of God.

v

It often happened that just when the pecple had become god-
less and God sesmed to witihdraw Himself, there was an abun-
Gance of His words in the land thrcough the prophets. Dedl-~
cated men arcse and devout Israelites felt that here God
was speaking to fthem. And those who listened received the

command, “Incline your ear, come to me!t  That was some-

L

an
thing very precicus. men stood on the same ground as God, as
it were. Place and pzrson faded away, and men knew that
God was speaking to them.

Well, perausge God snoke, msn rec

ived the Bible, both

()]
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the 0ld and the iizvw Testament. 3 ;ith the Saviour and the

nd

s

apostles, God spole even more: it seemed as 1if God had come
down to earth. Through the Bible something bas remained

for us civ earta to walch we can turn and listen. It is not
difficult for us to find the word of God, but we must enter
into the attitude »f the Israelites and, like them, have ..
personal rzlationship with God. The Bible by itself, detached
from the revel=ztion of God, is rot enocugh. It remains the
wost wonderiul beok, the mest moving, the mcst sublime, and
the truest booi. But it should be more than that! The Bible
snould create a hond between the Jod who speaks in it and
ourselves., Ue, too, should come to the point where we stand
on the same ground znd draw closer--not to the

Dible, obut toe cur beloved Gond, We must come to know and

feel it: "God has spoken!'
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Trhat s why we have been given sermons, and I think
we can also gay of our conference that the Lord has spoken
to us. He wants to t=11 us something! Whoever is touched

by this, whoever feels something of the voice
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of ccnscierice, »f the vaice of the Spirit, urging him toward
new faitt., ncw hope, new patierce. new kindness, new certainty
in the Lord Jesus, should Lnow that this 1s a voice from the
Lorda, a vaoice from the Savicur., I am convinced that, one

way or another., every sne of us wlll have received a challenge
from the Lord in thess daye. It does not lie in our, the
preeachers' nands to mive this: 1t is a matter for the

Lord ocur Zaviocur who speaks to each individual soul, and

then again tc our whole fellowship. He inows how to make

us aware when He has spoken and when 2 true revelation of

iis name has come into our hearts. The Saviour in Heaven
wants us to notice when He speaks. On, believe me! Help

us a little to receive more strengtn from these days, more
help, nmere comfort,more faithifulness ingoing the way of

Heaven more freedom, more gentleness, more humillty.

Ves, the Saviour Himself wants to speak to us. He
does not waznt us to be simply “religious' people; He is
not concarued so nuch about forms. Belisve me, we cannot
please hin simply by living a rightecuz 1life. Our righ-
tecusnes: 's ovniy a vessel through which the voice of the
Saviour enters our hearts, guiding us so that Heaven is

-

with us, ruling us, and giving us an ear to hear 1it.

2

This 1 sumetning much greater than the most wonderful
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trip we cculd talke. Much more 1s given to us through the
voice of the 3aviour than we could receive in listening to
the most megnificent concert, the loveliestoratorio, or the
noblest sermon. A listening ear makes us blessed: "Blessed
are those who hear the word of God and keep it!" When we
listen we are drawn in the direction from which the voice
comes. \ihen someone cries out, we turn guickly. When some-

one hears his name called,; he look und to see who called
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him, if it is an cld friend, he hastens towards him. That
is how it should te when we hear a voice {rom Heaven. And
you ought to hear a voice. 3omething should penetrate our
hearts so that we turn around and all day long listen for
the Saviour whe is our very test friend, so that we notice
wnere He is, and turn our steps toward Him; so that we hear
His voice and carry out our tasks under the direction of
his voice.

Then our souls will live. This does not refer to cur
salvation, the Scriptures say very little about that. It
moes without saying that someone who comes to the Saviour
and who is uprigont, will not mo into Hell. The important

thing 1s that our souls are alive in this world, for we must

e witnesses here; we must represent the Saviour here. Eternal

[¢/]

1ife must unfeld everywhere here on earth where there are

3

still so mary people who do not believe and who are involved
in so mucih: evil. This is what is lacking. Taere ars many
who live in ieaver, but I would say that, for the time being,

>

they cannot help us very much. We need living people nere;
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and therefore T ask you to Le listening people sc that you
can be living peopls. people who are 2live here in this city,
and wno tnerefore can radiatve eternal life. Then we shall
receive true jov and eternal i1ife, and we can say: God be
praised and thanulted, the Saviour lives! He can make us
people of eternal life wiioc no longer need be afraid of any
trioulation, peopie who even overccme death, who die, but
yet live. We are able tc go into the deepest darkness and

nis manner our souls can live.
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Oli, dear friernds, let us ask the Lord to open our ears,

that we can listen to and receive something from Heaven.

Then we can live according to the ways of Heaven and express

ourselves in & loving manner, freely and spontaneously. Let

there be no stiffness, rno false pretense or hypeocrisy; let

us be as Tree as the Saviour. Let there be no bitterness,

no harshness, no putting on & pious face, but only pure love,

pure 1life. liay the Lord grant this to us so that our life

may become true! Oh, the wonders we will then experience!

For when we truly live, we will also come to know and experi-

ence sometihine of God.

1s what our text tells us.

8]

ilattnew 8:26: Then He rcse and rebuked the winds and the
sea. and Grere vas a great calm.

At tnat time the Lord Jesus was a man like any other.
tle wes a cimple man, a carpenter, one of the common people.

&

He was no grand person vho put himself above others. No!
ie was & very simple man! RBut God was with Him. He was a

true Sov ¢f God--indeed, the only begotten Son of God!



However, it was nct in this sense that He was allowed to
rebuke the winds, as though by the sheer power of His being.
The authority te deo this came through His human obedience to
the Father. As the 3Zon of man He placed Himself and all the
people of this world under the Father in & childlike, simple
way, and was able to pray so deeply and sincerely that the
Father coula say., "This is ny beloved Son, with whom I am
well pleased,” and, "He will always be heard.” As our Saviour
dimself said, “I know that Thou wilt always hear me."” He,
too, was depenaent upon prayer, just as we are.

lie stcod there and rebuked the winds and the sea, and
there was a great czlm. It was a tremendous event. I cannot
now give you an explanaticn of what this storm actually was,
1t would take tco long. I can only indicate that very often
evil lies behina such winds. The satanic world wanted to
destroy tine Saviour upon the sea. Demons in the clouds and
in the atmecsphere, about which Paul speaks, were in this wind,
and it was these Jesus rebuked and ordered away. This was
the kind of thing which happened around the Saviour so men
would know that now ieaven was at work upon the sarth. We,
foo, should be able to experience similar things, for those
#no stand with the Saviour also have the Father at their side.

0
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Tremendous events will have to take place before the 2ond,
prepare yourselives [or great things to happen such as Jesus
promised to His disciples.

Zoday we want to remember that when we live in the

truth, we shall also experience something in our lives. It
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would be the greatest joy for me to hear that here in
Strassburg people experience scomething in their lives.

To be sure, you can experience very much in the world,
but I tell you, however pleasant such experlences may be,
they are nothing and soon pass away. You must cease
finding the gratification in them that people usually do.
The more we become people who listen toc the voice of
Heaven, the more we can become people to whom meaningful
experierces are given. Heaven can work deeds among us by
which we can see that God is truly with us, in Jesus.
Something happens.

Today many people no longer believe that something
can happren: they spend their time analyzing the miracles.
Gtrange people! A short time ago I was at a conference
where tney also talked about miracles, whether such things
were posiitlie, and what we should think about them. I
did¢ not stay long. Of what interest to me is all that
idie chatter! I know that Heaven does act even today, and
even tihe most miserable human being can experience something.
We don't have to speak at length abcut miracles as long as
we do experience something wonderful in cur lives. It is
all the same fo us whether the professors and theologians
believe it or not. I can only tell you, I would not be
standin:: here if I had not experienced so much. There is
nothing remarkable about me. Because I was one of the most
ordinary people in the world, I know that it is possible

for anyon: to experience Heaven and to become a blessing,
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a person able to carry out a task in this world. For when

such a person is arocund, whom God has worked upon. everyone
feels happy in his presence; something is alive there. Belleve
me, you are all destined to experience something of Heaven!

Do not be so concerned about the thirngs of this world. A
single experience ¢ Heaven is worth much mors than anything
the world has to offer--just one experience in which we feel
that this time the Saviour has touched us. This is our joy

and gladness.

Ohi, what wonderful works could take placc if we joined
togetiner in this longing: if we were more united as a Church
of Jesus! What wonderful things the Saviour could do! I hope
that this will soon come to be, for many people stand in need

of it. How greaitly does 2 larg this need it! How
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nany people live here whom we never reach! How urgent 1t is
for the Spirlt to come from above again, for experiences to
come from Heaven.

Well, dear friends, the Saviour calmed the winds and
the sea. Let ug believe that He also wants to be with us
od will happen amons us. Above all, let
us believe that darkness, all that is demonic and evil, will
be driven ocut of the world, and that we will see the great
vietery when the Lord Jesus comes as Master, Lord, and
Saviour, to the glory of God the Father.

Let us rejoice that we can be united with Him, and let
us hasten joyifully to meet Him with listening ears so that

our souls may liwe
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TIMES QF TESTING
Tsaial $:17: I will wait for the Lord, who is hiding his
face from the nouse of Jacoh, and I will hope in him.

Thus cpoke the prophet, in the name of the grieving
pecple. Israel always had a feeling for whether the Lord
was present or not. I would say *%hat it is fortunate if
ay., "The Lord is not present." At least,
I canno. s=e what good there is in people persuading them-
selves that God 1s present when He definitely 1is not: I
iieet a great number of people who say, "The Lord said to
me...," “The Lord led me...,” "The Lord did this," or
"The Lord did that.® Just the other day I met someone who
was quite filled with what the lLord had said to her, but,
as T found out later, she was dealing with devlls--quite
literally so!

Tven when it does not go sc far as sstanic aelusions,
it still is not right for a perscn to want to have the Lord
for hirzel? oniy. I observe this attitude in letters, in
the wany picus phrases people use. They often refer to
avicur in the most unseenmly terms. They are always
writing, "¢y Jesus.” I should like to give such people a
box on the ears every time. Wnat? "My Jesus"!--you? He
is your Lord! We should not speak so irreverently of the

Saviour, we should be mcdest and God-fearing and not talk
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Although we can always be sure of God's protection,
the attitude we take does make a difference; and we should
be able to accept it when we zre told that the Lord has

a3

nidden His face from the house of Jacob. It won't do any

good to deny it. ‘Tnat is just how it was in Moses' time
when some said, "It is all the same whether we have prophets

cr neot. or whether miracles take place or nat; we shall still

find salvation. ' 2ut it is not all the same. When the face

of the Lord snines krightly, the affairs of the people of
God will run otlerwise than in times when He hides His face.

It is important to bs able to distinguish between these
times. I see it as a serious fault that nowadays we are
not allowed to say that the Holy 3pirit is lacking here or
there. or that, on the wncle, the Churches know nothing

P

of the face of Cod. What shall I say? I know I meet with

&)

great deal of anger and hatred, but tc me this 1s proof

-

cthat I am right Men go their own ways: the Lord is wha%

V]

they do, waac Lihey decide. Men

re not expected to think

about it at 217, and I am suppcsed to submit my understanding
and discernment to human laws. But I, for one, will not do
this! UWhen I see falseness among Christians, when I see

that things are done in a human way, I say that this 1s not
the Holy Spirit. It is man’s spirit. It is not Ged's face
but man's face. Thisz is cobvious in those people who are
always bickering and shaking their fists at others who think
differently. Something other than God sticks out whencver

this hardness and divisive desire appear. We must be able
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to discernthis and say.Something is wrong; let us humble
ourselves!"™ This eternal myth, "There is nothing wrong,
nothing at all, all is peace, all is well," is absoclutely
no help; it is a fact that something is wrong! But 5 & i
knowing all is not right, we continue in faith, it is of
much greater worth than trying to pretend that everything
is all right.

In the daily lot and life of individuals, it 1s also
of great value to let ourselves be told when something is
wrong or has been wrong. We should be able to hear this
without becoming depressed, as though God were not supposed
to take the rod to us any nmore because we are SO good, and
as though He has to be exceedingly careful about what He
says to us at all! Let me say again, however, it is a
blessing wnen someone sees that something has been wrong
in his 1life and that because of this, God has turned away
and hidden His face. But it is a greater blessirg to
remain faithful, to live in hope until God turns His face
to us again. We could say that the onward march toward
salvation takes place through this succession of times
of grace and of judgment.

It just is a fact that God cannot leave us in
permanent possession of the gifts of grace. Some people
believe, for example, that because we are baptized every-
thing in us will be reformed automatically. On the other
hand, when they see disorderliness among Christians they

say, "We don't think much of baptism!" Either they make



564

God intc a barrel! organ so that men just need to turn the

handle to produce something, or they do not believe at all.
That is how it is when I say that we lack the Holy Spirit.

Immediately people cry out, "He telieves there is no Holy

Spiriti" But with this formal, rigid, almost heathen kind

of religion which men bring inte Christianity, completely

excluding any possivility of perzcnzl intervention by God,

we shall {inally become like the dumb brutes. We grope our

way through the world with our mechanical rules, looking

neither to right nor left, having 1o understanding of the

needs of peorle, and nct seeinz where we, as servants of Jesus

Christ. should spring in to help. Therefore I say that it

is impossible for God to keep us wrapped in wool for 3ll

the time we are in this perverse world, and for Him to say,

"There, now all lHsaven is yours! You will of ccurse never

lack anything. You can behave any way you want, it will not

matter at alli." HNec! Times will come in which God hides E:is

face and allows us to fall to sighing. Often this will be

without any guilt on our part, but at times it will also be

our flault.
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Usually such
of testing. I would 2lso call them times of judgment, but
here again I put my foot in it. W¥hen I mention judgment to
somebody, he thinks right away of eternal damnation. A tre-
mendous error has crept in hers: people believe they will

no longer be ‘udged when they are under grace. This comes

from an unspirituszl approach teo the Bible. Because of the
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text, "He who believes in Him is not condemned,' men
think that God has bound His own hands and cannot reproach
His children when they go wrong. God, however, is free,
and our conscience also tells us that we must go through
much judgment, even if we are under grace. God does not
want anything wrong to remain in us. I do not see how
someone who cannot accept this can be a child of God.
And sc we should not be afraid of judgment. We can even
be very happy about it, especially when it becomes clear
what is wrong in us. After all, the main object of God's
judgment is to show where the wrong lies. And when this
comes out, and we humble ourselves and repent, much good
can come of it.

Then we can wait in hope. According to Scripture
this is how all the children of CGod have waited; they hoped
in the Lord, Jehovah, through whom they felt drawn, and
they felt that in Him they could draw closer to salvation.
'"hat is why there is in Scripture always a yearning for
revelation, for clear guidance, for signs and wonders; in
siiort, a longing for extensive manifestations of the Lord,
so that one could tell who feared the Lord and who did not,
so that the nature of God could be revealed. This is what
all the devout wished for; this was Important for them.

We may ask whether we, too, can wait and hope in
tnis way. The way we now hope is not Biblical. We hope,
but expect nothing. In Biblical expectation men thought

of the significance that a prophet or a priest could have
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for them. Men expected signs and powers of God, and in the
absence of these they cried out, "Jow something is lacking,
tne Lord has derarted!™ Buf when these signs were present,
they said, "low the Lord is in the land!'"

In the new Covenanit we can have the same expectation
and, for myself, I make beld to say that I will have this,
although I will not press it upon anyone else My greatest
longing, the acihiing that fills my whole 1life, is for true,
actual manifestations of God's nature whileh cannot be con-
fused with what is human and earthly. I think I should
die 1if I could not and did not know this, for I am all too
conscious of the deception in the world, The noblest and
most devout souls, the most exalted generations, will go
astray il they continue for a long time in their own
strength. The whole history of the Church tells us that
men (o astray when they do not wait in hope for the Saviour
to oppose them, to oppose them very concretely, intervenirg
i thelr lives so they can say that now there is nothing of
man or man's dolnag; now there is nothing earthly or human,
out only God.

If this does not happen, the individual can go very

much astray. Therefore, for the benefit of all poor pecple

on earth I say: “lHope and wait for the Lord! Hope and
walt for the Lord!" He lives today just as He did in times

of old. You may also hope and wait for powers, for miracles
and manifestations of God's Spirit, which are certainly not

nere at the moment. Hope and wait for these for your time,
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for your family, for your children! You have the right to
hope for a sign from your God. The world is not the only
thing-~on the contrary, the world iz unimportant. God 1is
also here, and with Him we shall destroy the whole world.

Or what mood is the world to us, and all the world's develop-
ments! They ars absolutely nothing il the living God does
not t'inally reveal Himself{ tc man as decisively different
from this world., I expressly say "decisively different.”

In blunt terms: I want tco bhe filled without earthly bread!

-

I want to have lived without such material things; even,
pertaps, without the world at all--I do not want it! That
1s how I stand, even i alone. I have such a horror of
everything that is merely of the earth, of time, of nature!
These things are the most paltry. Yes, may God have pity
on us!

When we do hope and wait, we shall also experience
. we shall not wait in vain. God allows Himself

to be found. "To me it is of great importance that for the

-

forty wears we have been crying out, we have been in the
miagt of tremendous experiences. It is only a pity we
have to remain so quiet about these things! If you only
knew all tihnat has happened because of my father's insight.
He felt that on the one hand we de not have what we need,
and on thie other hand, he had the confident expectation
that we shall receive sometning, that there is something

™

4

e can have! If everybody knew this, we should discover

that we do not hope and wait in vain. UYe can already see
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somethning! What might I have been? People shout at me that

I am only aping my father or that I am an unscientific person.
But I only sit gquietly here and do nothing very special. The
Saviour does something, however! 'There is not just a vacuum
nere--there is life! fThe reason for this is not that I am

a smart business man, as the saying

L ]

goes, but because God
has snown Himself tc us. There will Le manifestations if

we hope in Him. 'Whue Splrit will enlighten us about many
things so tlhat we do not remaln ignorant but receive clarity
to enable us to rind our way in joys ané in sorrows.We shall
not be bowled over when something serious occurs, nor over-
exuberant when something joyful happens. That is how it
will be with us now.

I can truly say that T am a witness firstly for the fact
that we do not have the Holy Spirit or the pcwers of God
which could be ours if we were more alert. Secondly, however,
L can testify that we could receive these, that they could
be set in wotlon as scon as we understand and accept God's
Judgments, the hard times, for what they really are; as
soon as we are no longer satisfied with the world, with the

human spirit, and with the spirit of the Church. (For the

h

fas)

Church spirit is in no way the Holy Spirit, you may think
what you like of me, but you cannot expect me to believe
that!) We must stand quite clearly at the side of God,
setting our sights upon the place where true help comes,
until at last Israel stands completely under grace. And we

know where this will lead: to the great revelation of our
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T4,
THE NEST
Pszlm 84:3: Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow
a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, at thy
altars, C Lord of hests, my king and my God.

This is an Israelite saying which perhaps we cannot
quite understand. At least, very few pecple can grasp
what the Israelites must have felt. e can tell this by
the theological disputes which go on today. Theologians
seldom look behind the scenes, and often they see only
what lles on the surface, which 1s not at all Israel.

They fail to see the deeper Israel and therefore cannot
grasp it. The essential thing about Israel was her visible,
tangitle, practical relationship with God.

Outwardly, Israel's altars looked about the same as
those of any other nation, only the sacrifice and the
ceremonies were somewhat different. But for Isracl the
sacrifice was totally incidental--much more incidental
than our own Church rituals are in relation to the Word
of God we listen to. Sacrifice, for the true Israelite
(the false ones were as little regarded as false Christians
are among us), meant that his heart was filled with the
conviction: ‘'We can speak with our beloved God. In Him
we have a dwelling place and through His Name, Jehovah,
we are assured of the all-powerful protection of the
Creator.” Because of this there was a tremendous longing

for the dwelling place of God. This was the source of
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the glorious achievements of Israel right up to the present
day.

If we are true Christians we see that also from this
Israel comes our conception of God. Unfortunately, however,
we have corrupted it and turned it into a philosophy. All
of our religious understanding comes from Israel because there
a real,specific meeting with God took place. A nest was
built on earth, anéd in it were young ones. That 1s to say,
again and again something human became godlike, or something
of God became human, until finally the Saviour came in the
fleshh and built the nest for Himself in a new way.

We now occupy this nest and can even shout for joy and
say triumphantly, "The sparrow finds a home, and the swallow
a nest for herself." The nest is ours! We exult not because
of our beautiful churches or because of our parsons, whom we
call "believing,” but because we feel a movement of God. The
nest in its earthly, outward shape is of no importance. The
nouse is incidental and can take different forms. Every snail
has its own house, but the snail is more important than the
house. We feel true joy in our hearts as soon as we notice
that it is God who deals with us, that the Saviour turns His
attention toward us. I want to express this strongly because
here I differ, and want to differ, from other people, though
I often may be misunderstood. The main thing is that the
Saviour has a relationship to us, not that we have a rela-
tionship to Him. That is our joy and our nest. Still today

the most wonderful thing is to see something of God in an
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earthly form so that we have a nest here on earth. That is
why I have so often said that I do not want to go to Heaven;
I am in no hurry at all. I want to have my God here, on
earth, in this evil, sinful, deadening world. It 1s here
that I want to experience at last God's Revelation, when
everything will become Heaven. This has begun already in
very tiny nests throughout man's history. Today the nest
is quite large if we look at Christendom as a whole. There
is at least a wide area where divine powers can work, and
they do work here and there in all lands, although we may
not always see them. Ultimately the vell can be drawn
aside, and an enormous area will be revealed to us as

he House of God.

That is the jJoy of the children of God. And in our
greater striving for the Kingdom of God, as also when we
think of our own souls, I would wish that we turn our
thoughts more to what God does in us than to othzr things,
which often only make us fearful. There are so many people
who are fearful, who think only about themselves, who are
full of uncertainty. This paralyzes, hinders, and holds
them back. 'We may be quite sure that God will come to us.
Whoever has 2 sincere heart need not be afraid. The vital
thing is that the bond God has made with us through the
Saviour and through His Spirit shall not be loosened, but
shall continue firm and strong.

It is often said that the Spirit of God, the personal

relationship of God to us, is given as a matter of course
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through proclamation of the Word and the Sacrament, and we
need only be concerned about our personal salvation. This
makes the Kingdom of CGod look like a factory, if I fift myself
into it like a wheel, as it were, the machine will run and
I shall be shapsed automatically. But it is not like that.
The Spirit of God is not, as someone has said, an immanent
power, that 1s, always present and always to be nad. Nol
The Spirit of Ged is a person who can come and go, who can
be angry or mild, just like God in Israel. And if we act
foolishly, He will leave us, perhaps for hundreds of years.
We could even lose the 3pirit of God completely; then we would
not have our house.

It is therefore essentjal that we seek a r_.lationship to
God. Everything else will come of itself. We must, espe-
cially if we want to ve sure of the hope of eternal life,
be quite certain that God hides His face for only a short
time and soon shows Himself again. When we see what is wrong
and set things right, there will once more be works of God.
For ne, at least, the sweetest comfort is that God returns

ittle to te seen at the moment, I

}-J

fo us. Though there is
am comforted in the knowledge that we shall have a nest once

zgain. Ve must only stand before Cod in a sincere and deep-~

an
o)
[urs
-

1z way and say to Him, "Dear Father, you have given us
the Saviocur; grant now that something new happens among us!"”
Wle can be sure that God will not give up His plan. It 1is
absolutely certain that through the Saviour a tremendous

event will take place on eartn. Thils will lead to the culmination,



573

when the struggle comes to an end and the age of peace

begins., Then we shall have a real altar, a true nest.
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Today is the 13th of July, the birthday of our beloved
granamother of blessed memory, so we can truly call it a
blessed Lirthday. Yes. when we are in Heaven, our birthday
is a blessed one, for then we see more clearly the purpose
of our lif'e. Now Grandmother knows this too. It 1s true
she was cne of theose fortunate beings who, even while on

earth, krnew why they were here. Nevertheless, however blessed

s something known incompletely and im-

i

a person is, this
perfectly. A great iliumination will surely come over even
the most enlightened person upon entering eternity, where
ligat is. [et us then quietly rejoice in this birthday,

2 birthday that is in the light. And since it 1is a birthday
for us all, we are glad to know that at least a part of our
being 1is in the light. Indeed, a good part: Graidmother
anit Grandfather. For we know and, praise God, feel in

our he:zrts that their lives have been given into light,

to the praise of the Saviour.

We, tco, want to remain in the light so that our lives
may all be illumined for as long as we are here, to the
greater glory of the Savicur. Ve must vie with those in
Heaven. It is up to us on earth to shine forth in earthly
weakness and up to those in Heaven to shine forth in eternal

clarity. Yow, who will get on the best? Go to it, children,



~
57

’.J

s a race. Those

pete

go to it lest we be put to shame! It

over there and we here have a common goal; we stand on

@

different levels, but we work together and strive together.
They do their duty over there, and we do our duty here.

If we do our par® eagerly and with all our hearts, there
will be great joy when, as we can really hope, we meet
again, waether those from over there come to us or we have
to go to them. They will come to us when the Saviour
comes. Should He delay His coming, then many of us will
have to go over there, but let us not take this so hard.

Of course, we would like it best if our separation ended
completely and we could all be together. When this

happens, that will be the consummation of God's Kingdom.

Lxodus 6:2-3: And God said to Moses, "I am the Lord. I
appearsd to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. as God Almighty,
but by my nawme tiie Lord (Jehovah) 1 did not make myself
knowm to themn,

L wonderful saying! Ve can see now God slowly comes

closer to man, becomes more and more like man, until at
last lie becomez flesh and it can be said that God was in
Christ. First le is the Creator; then, before the flood,
the zealcus 3od, zezlous for liis creation: aftes that, the
Goa Alimignty who spoke to Aprahsm; and later, the Jehovah--
I can only say the more human Jehovah--who spoke to Moses.
He 1s always the same God.

Leoking back from the time of Moses. we can see that

de was always the same: the name Jjehovah was also used in

ct

ne story of Abranzm., It is not meant here that the name
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of Jehovah (or Lord) did not exist in the times of old--
that is not the meaning of "I did not make myself known
to them." The namne did exist, it is expressly stated that
the name of Jehovah was preached and proclaimed to the
generation of Abraham, so there was a historical setting
in which the name of Jehovah was cradled. Thus, the name
was used, but it was not until Moses that Jehovah made
Himself known for what He is and revealed His character
and will.

This is the beginning of something quite new. God
Almighty is now in and with the people, and His miracles
and almighty powers are manifested within human society.
In a general way, we can say that before this, it was from
Heaven above that the omnipotent God performed miracles in
creation as well as by way of remarkable leadings. Every-
thing came down mightily from above. ~Noah was not able to
do anything, neilther was Abraham, nor Jacob. Everything
came down from Heaven. Consequently, not as much was
demandad of these men. Even if they took wrong ways, €very-
thing was still brought to fulfillment from Heaven above.
Think of the sons of Jacob! They were dreadful people and
all deserved to lose their heads. In later times this would
have happened, too, but as long as Almighty God was not yet
on earth, they could get away with it. But now, with
Moses, Almighty God is down here: now He is consistently
present, and it is Moses who performs the miracles. A

new time has begun. God no longer intervenes directly from
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above, but alwavs through men.

That is the revelation of the name Jehcvah. From now
on there must always be instruments for Him; He wants to
enter into mankind., The reason for this is that now it
is not individuali persons whom God has to gulide--
nc, many people are to be encompassed--a whole nation.

God dwells among them arnd events take place. And it is
through these events that the name of Jehovah comes fully
into being--"I AM.'" It is not meant in the heavenly sense,
"I Am! I Am He who is in Heaven.’ but, “I Am He who 1is on
earth.” “het is the difference between the name Jehovah
and the name Elohim, God: "I am in the world; I am the God
who makes nistory, I am ycur history." As it is written

in the Revelation of John, "I am the Alpha and the Omega,
who 1s and who was and who itg to come on earth.”

Thus. through the name Jehovah, a nheavenly web has been
woven into human society-~this is what Israel represents.

By carthly standards Israel is a real mess; an awkward and
idolatrous people. For & long time they were not even up

to grasping what God had in mind for thenm. But no matter!
It is cuite unimportant whether they are awkwar: or not.

The main thing is that God's web, in the name of Jehovah,
never ceases. Even though Baal rises up in between, as

the anti-Christ coes with us, yet, God's web is there in
Israel, and this is what makes them God's people. We are
aware, of course, that in the beginning clear manifestations

of CGod took place. but for centuries these were not understood.
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Tt was ¢nly after the Babylonian captivity that Israel
bezan to reach some understanding, but by the time the
Saviour ¢ame, there was zgain unclarity. Wanting to be
regarded az Godie people o =arth, they brought in an
eartnly and huian pietvy. This ig the same error we suffer
under aven trday.

Fut new Almighty God, who first of all spoke directly
from Hesuvon, whese will was than made known in words and

deeds “tutrough Moses and the prophets, comes down even further

e
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Ged was The Word became flesh, yes, became a
men who oiid down into thie pit of human destiny, even 1nto
death itselT” So we can justifiabLly say now that God was
in death. God was in the flesh, Ocd was in death; God in
Chirist descended vight into Hell. Dc you now understand
why the fsviour had 5o di=? Quite simply because He wanted
to bring all of mankind into community with God, including
the dead and the dying. With Him, something of %od wings

irto all graves. That is something very wonderful

whern we ses peopls such as our Grandmotner die. Something

T

o

of God gzoes 4drwn into the graves. The Saviour won this
cr ug, descending into the grave, intce the very depths
of ihe werld of death. And so, even before we rise agailn,

our hcdies, naving sometning of ZJod in them, are prepared

for the Pesurrection, which will also come swiftly for many.
So deeply has Goi's cause entered human affairs! You

minge what strength there is in this. Now you can

say: Jesus is Vietor! The important thing now is that
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we do want this divine power which, with the Saviour, is
able to penetrate even into death. The main issue is not
that you are a Christian, but that God is in the world, that
the Saviour carries on with us stupid people. There are
many rough snd ready pesple who do more for the Kingdom of
God than the mwost pelished; their hesvts are so sincerely
turned toward God tuat there is always a band of angels
around tnem. Their lives are surrounded by a heavenly web,
by experiences of Heaven.

We rejoice in this, also thinking of our beloved Grand-
mother, and we want to follow in her footsteps. When we
think of Grandmother. it does not occur to us to preise her
as though she had besn a perfect woman. Not at all!l Believe
me, 1 do not want to hear any fulsome praise of my mother;
whoever speaks in this way does not know what he is doing.
What we do praiss is that she wanted only that we be surrounded
by divine powers, that the events of our lives bLecame hea renly
events., For as longz as I can remember, I recall that we were
always consciouz of divine powers~--always. Suddenly a little
light caume on here or there. And what a joy 1t was to us
ani %o Grandmother when something happened, when after many
dsrk and heavy times a light and a contact with the Saviour
suddenly came again. These things increased more and more
so that the Saviour was really able to work among us, and
Grandmother also had a part in these experiences. That is

what we want to be grateful for. Do you understand?
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'his is what we toc, must now work toward, dear friends.
I invite you to do this, all of you, for it is something
that is lacking in Christendom. People want to be good
s so that they n~an go to Heaven--as if it depended
upon our goodness! That is very, very wrong. God is not
concerned 2hout how good ané saintly you are; the greatest
saintiiness ~n earth is £till counted as dirt in Heaven.
That iz uwot the way to do it, and if we sit here looking
like angels, it wouidn't do anything to help the Kinzdom
of God forward, It is helped forward, however, 1f we have
a sincere heart, and an angel comes and takes hold of us
and places us here cr places us there; if a whole web of
4od's leadings is spur and is laid upen us with such power

breatne. The kingdom of God is helped
forward wiien judgment and chastisement come upon us so
that not.ing we do 1s cverlooked, so that we have to deny
ourselves, surrender ourselves, so that instead of rising
up in thas world we are driven into divine experiences.

And 1f you want tn be part of this, you must give up your

(o

comfortadle existence and only want what 1s of God. That
is how the Kingdom of God will be pushed forward. Then
all that ts imperfect in us will be set right, and the
perversities and the stubbornness of our life and nature

will not be so harmful but will be straipghtened out as

soon as we are involverd in the affairs of God. But while
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outside the deeds God does in Christ, however

good I am, it will be of no help to the Kingdom of God.
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T+ ig difficult to talk of these things nwecause they

1ie outside of people's experience. There i1s much I could
say about what nod has done for us 1in these forty years,
but it is toc early to do so. iie has done great things,
though, and waen we celebrate such days as this, belleve
me, we Teel no trace of human soctalgia whatsoever. That
is so unimportant for me. The human side of ilama is com-
altheugh of course it was also quite
woaderful. The other side, which caught us up and would
not let us go, the web of heavenly desds wricn came from
the Saviour. came so mightlly to the fore that it brightened
all ocur joys and sorrows. Yes, our +ribulations were also
prichtened by 1%, ani we did net lack for these, neilther

before nor after our dear Granumotiner was called hone.

Ephesians 2.3, TFor by grace you have neen saved through
faith, and this is not your own doing, it is the gift
cf God.

ow we understand the expression "by grace.” You know
what grace is. Vou Lave heen saved from Heaven above,
salvation has come cown to you from Heaven. Almiphty God,
through cihie Saviour, hag come upon you. grabbed you by the

nair, and z2t you down with the words. There, child of

man, now he saved!” That is wnot “gsaverd D srace’ means.
- >

bl

pgain you ssze 1% is notb recause of your goodness. That 1s
quite wrong. . if only 1 could drive all this goodness

out of prasent--day Christianity! I would like to take a
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whip to all these pious people; their attitude contorts the
Bible iike nothing else--everything is turned upside down!

To be saved doss not mean becoming good. In that case, the

197]

battle would be over; but in fact we are still in a battle
with sin. That is why the Apostle Paul tells us to renew

ourselves daily in mind and spirit, to take off the old

P

man and put on the new,  dow work begins: you can stand
in the midist of the dissclute world, in your sinful body,
and do something through grace. You can work as men who
have become free-~"saved" means tc be delivered, freed

from imprisonment--and you are told: now work through
faith! This is where faith comes in. It is not said that
we shall be saved through faith--~that is not true; it is

a delusion. UNo, we shall be saved by grace! Afterwards

we shall, through faith, held firmly to what has been given,
to what is already in existence, just as Abraham did. Once,
after Cod had appeared to him in a vision, Abrahar. said,

‘I will never let go of this," and it was counted teo him

as righteousness. Also when Samuel, as a boy, heard his
name called by an angel it struck him like lightning:

"What is that? I am going to hang on to this--it must

be frowm Heaven!” From then on he was a man of revelation.
Thus faith means holding fast to that which has been given,
and then even more is given. Therefore it is said: from

grace to grace, from faith to faith, on and on. And so we
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can go on working, always by holding on to God's gifts and
letting them increase, until finally, through God's gifts
and words, we become completely saved.

Let us do this. I hope that everyone will see and hear
something; surely something, however little, can be felt.
Israel, in its time, had the task of holding fast to what
God had given to Moses and to those around him, and of
praying that this remained with them and never let go of
them. In the same way we, the children of our parents, say
that our task is to hold fast to the example of our father
and mother. iold firm, sayinpg., That is how I also want to
live.”" We all want to be like our Grandmother. The most

wretched person can say this. You need not be so awfully

%0

good for this, you may ve a bit off the right track at times,
but you nust be humble enougn to say, "I am only a good~for-
nothing, yet I want to be like Grandmother: I want to receive
a gift of God as she did, and I want to be like Grandfathzr
too.” That dces not mean wanting to be as clever a person
and as great a preacher as he was. We can be 1like him in a
very qulet way, without any preaching, through a gift of God.
We can all hold fast to this together: we will never let go
of what God gave through our parents. Ve would rather lose
the whole world than give up what God showed us at that time.
In this way we, too, wili have what was given then.
Hold fast to God's gifts--this is faith! And when we dc

feel something of God's powers, we are going to be pilloried

for it, that is really true. I have been terribly attacked
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in my time for "imitating” my father. Yes, it was given
to me to see something all the while he was alive, and I
had sense erough to say. "That is what I am going to be
too." Of course, I was a completely different person
than Grandfather. I never thought of all this when I was
young: I was toc dense. But then it dawned upon me just
what was happening, and I thoughtto myself, “Now I have
got it--this is what I must bang on to--every bit of 1it!
If Papa experienced miracles, I want to experience miracles;
as it has been with Papa. so it must be with me also. This
you must grant me, dear Saviour!" And I did stick it out,
simply because it was a gift of God.

It is a shame when children let go of something that
was given to their parents. People think mistakenly: it's
only to that person or that human heing that special gifts
are given. They cannot believe that through a gift of God
others, too, can receive 1t. There is no greater disgrace
thar. when somethning from God is given to parents and their
careless children allow the thread to slip through their
fingers. FPeople say that spiritual gifts cannot be handed
on. Really? Then we would have been nicely tricked indeed!
What was given to our parents we can hold fast to; 1t is
a gift of God. It is available to anyone. Nobody needs
anything else beforehand, for it is given by grace, grace,
grace! Hold on to i1t! And should someone come and alarm
you by saying you are not yet good enough, cry out, "No!

it is given by grace; it is a gift of God." Be courageous.
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When you see that you are sinful and full of imperfections
and have the feeling that you can't possibly receive a gift,
tell yourself, '"Be quiet, you accuser;, it is given out of
grace! It is God's gift."”

This 1s how the individual person can do something, and
this is how we must be. Do not give up! Take courage! We
need people with a little boldness for God's cause. There
are sc many who give up too quickly, who can't wait long
enough. Let us together hold fast so that the thread shall
not be broken. Say, "I want to be like Grandmother. If she
had an angel, if thiere was a power of Jesus by her side,
inspiring divine events around her, then I want this too.

I want nothing of this world.” 1In this way the most simple

person can receive strength to let something of God happen,

and because it is by grace that it happens, it will not make
us proud. DBut whatever stems from our terrible goodness

will make us proud.
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76.

THE LEGA4CY OF A MAN OF GOD

Today we have ancther birthday in Heaven., Thils was
our bealoved fatner’s birthday when he was among us. Now
it is different, but still it is a festive day. Our
memorles of nim are so powerful, it is almost as 1f he were
85111 alive. ¥Would to God it could remain like this until
a new and different time breaks in upon us. I would be
sorry if our father's influence were to disappear, and I

do hiave some anxiety on tnat account. Time 1is our greatest

!

-

enemy. People say that time is our greatest friend because,

b

of course, everything can ne forgotten in time, but it is
questionable whether this is good. In any case, it often
pains me when I think of the time we live in which, to speak

biuntly, carrics us ever further and further away from

[0}

Jesus. We really are, to a certain extent, growing further

awiy from the Saviour. +That is why I am apprehensive about

Tae events we experienced witn cur father were quite
1 in scazle, yet spiritually they were very great. He
was the first man in 2 long time whe was instrumental in
working miracles and signs. Before him no one thought of
sueh things. Tuhce bread of Christian thoughts and joyful,
courageous faitn which you now sat every day did not exist

at th

[

time wmy father was born. The ildeas concerning the

Kingdem of God which we have today also did not exist at
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that time. Certainly there were still ripples from Bengel's*
time when there was a somewhat narrow-minded expectation of
the second comivs of Jesus Christ (which was to be around
the y=ar 1036), but hardly anyone thought of all the things
that now sti» Christendom. In particular, nobody thought

of actual miracles, of the healing of fthe sick through prayer

1+ sheone forth in

and intercesczion. The deeds of God whic
my father, in the face of which he himself quite receded

into the backegrcund. were completely new. In nim something
of God was alle to break through, although people generally

reacted unfaverably, and there was always a reluctance about

D

giving him due respect.
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Sut for us it remains an experience of divine deeds,
and it is even more nrecious hecause these were not con-
nected with an especially great man. FPapa was a very simple
perscn, always quick to withdraw. God was to do it all Him-

e never laid down rules

—t

self. Papa did not move a hand.

or regulations, neither for us children, nor in the house.
The Saviour wes to he l2fi free to arrange everything ac-
cording to His will, That is how it still is with us today;
the chorsctar of our Christianity. There are no com-
mands; everyone leads a free 1life, always keeping in mind

that the Lord Lss to do it, not we. We must live by miracles,
not by rules; by plans which come from Heaven, not by our

own ideas. £11 of this resulted from the whole testimony of

Papa's life: “Awsit the Lord! Keep clear of a mechanical,

>1, a leader of the Swabian Pietist Move-
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organized 1ife: our Christianity knows no rules.” I never
met a man who took the word "justification through faith,

ously as my father. He would not

e

not by works" as ser
accept any rules or regulations for himself or for others.

Uhatever 413 nct orizinate in freedom was not, for him,
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true plety. Yet is remarkable how scrupulous he was,

even in the smallest matters, and nhe expected those around

%)

hin to bz the same. Without sayinn a word himself, he
expected the Spirit of 2od to reveal to people all that
was evil In them It was never his concern to have here
a pleasant house devotad to edification, where, for a time,
people could live piousliyv and contenrtedly. If people's
consciences were not touched and made sensitive in regard
to matters of the spirit and, in particular, to their
own failings, he found his whele work a burden.

That is bow it is till this day. It would be sad
if we were just a group of people living together in an
outward show of piety. Let us rather be, and look, a
little less pilous, if only the main goal can be achieved:
that we ail feel the inward compulsion througn the Spirit
of God to rscognize sin for what it is, and to seek right-
eocusness. ‘'lorally, it comes tc the same thing: we do
not vecome moral through our own exertions or by laws,
but only thrcugh God's Spirit.

It was therefore quite natural for our dear father
to prays always for the Holy Spirit, for a new outpouring

of the #ioly Spirit. But this angered almost everybody.
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e did not work it all out dogmatically, yet on looking
back, I feel there was something prophetic in his praying
for a new outpcuring of the Holy Spirit. I can testify
that my father placed every Christian above himself. He
always esteemad others highly, especially all that was
accepted as Christian in the world, and he never passed
judgment. He was alwavs warm, humble, and kind foward
everybody, and never complained when they cold-shouldered
him. One would imagine that a man like that, who had such
a high regard for all Cnristians, would certainly never say
the Holy Spirit was lacking among us. But he had to say
this. Yes, he was right in saying this because the Holy
Spirit simply was and 1s lacking. What disturbed him in
Mottlingen was that, althoupgh the parish had experienced

2 conversion, there was no progress toward renewal of hearts.
People are quickly converted--all of a sudden they wear a
pious expression on their faces. But the power that wiil
ciuange the heart is lacking. Therefore a longing to pray
for the outpcuring of the Holy Spirit should be part cf

our Christian ethic. This, toc, should remain a legacy for
us. There 1s so much that is right and true in this that

I can say if he had done nothing else in his life but teach
me to pray for a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit, my
father would have done enough, for everything depends upon
this. This is also the reason why the ethics and conduct

of Christians cannct be produced from a2 mold. That will

not do it. The cnly right thing is that we become free of
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all shackles and that what must be done for our further
develnprent. is done by the Spirit of God.

This came to us as an experience, not as an idea.
My father was 1ot a thinker who spent hours working out
a beautifil sermon. e was a man to whom something was
given, around whom events toox place, without his being
aware of 1t. We can see tihe whole thing so clearly-- SO
clearly that we can stand by it even against the whole

14
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here was indeed a time when I said to myself,
"What do you want? Do you want te stand up agailnst the

whole of Jaristendom?" This was when my father died, and

R

they told me that il only I would give in on this one point--
a rew cutpouring of the Holy Spirit--they could get along
with me. I did consider it, too, but to think of exchang-

ing the moral clarity we have had for forty years for

this confused tangle of Christianity--no! no! no! Oh,

-

if only I could share this experience with thousands

arid thousands of others! All doubts, all unclarities,
have for yeors been wiped away. We can serve everybody--
I @2 not hemmed in on any side; I can go wherever I like;
1 am & free Christian and every Christian is a brother

or a sister to me. I know how I must talk to people.
God's work will not be nedged in--the Eible 1s open

to u8 and so are people. This we cannot possibly
surrender on account of some dogmatic statement!

Ho! we canrot give up life because of a letter. That

is why, when Papa had gone, it was immediately clear



%]

a4
that we would rather let Bad Boll collapse--the whole works--
than give up the least part of what the Lord, not men, had
made.

This ls whevre we stand and will remain standing, and if
I say a few words zbou%t this, it is only because I am afraid

5

o]
ct

of what time may be doing to us. I must continually so
reprasent my father that it must be as 1if he had died only
yesterday, or were still alive--lest we forget the central
point which really matters. This is a vital point. We live

in it, and it brings ahout life. It is not you, Christendom.

0

is not you, Christendom, who will

Py
i
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It is the Saviour

oY)

bring about what 1s to be, but the Holy Spirilit! All your
institutions and churches are of no use to you; but what God
in Heaven deces, over your head. at which you can only marvel--

that is what will save you!

Deuteronomy 23:5: The Lord your God turned the curse into
a blessing for you, pecause the Lord your God loved you.

This wes already = reality in Israel. It was not
because Abraham loved God that there was light on the earth,
but because Co. loved Abraham. It was not because HMoses
loved God that the light of redemption came and the curse
was turnel into a blessing, but because God loved the people
of Israel. 7Tais is the thread which runs through the whole
Bible. Because God loves me, ail that is cursed is turned
into a blessing, and the only thing asked of me is that I
recognize this love ihen it appears. UWow it has appeared;

the beginnings have been made, and those who want to go on
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from these beginnings to attain something more have
only to pray, "Lord, go on loving me! Go on loving uss v
No man can turn the curse into a blessing; what we need
to help us on is furtner loving action from God.

Once more, dod showed His love for men when His Spirit
came and sowed the seeds of Christendom, and the curse was
turned into 2 blessing. This time His love went even
deeper, and we are told: "The Loerd your God has turned
death into the hope of eternal life." Now we are under

this tlessing and can say we have the hope of eternal life;

tais curse of having to go down into Sheol, the Kingdom

o

of the dead, is taken sway from us. Now when we die, we
go to Heaven. The curse is lifted! Why? Because the Lord

our God loves us. He established His Church, just as He
established Israel. That was His loving deed.

How shall we go on? “Lord, keep on loving us!" we
must say. I believe that if I had lived at the *.me of the
apostles, I would have asked for a new cutpouring of the
Holy Spirit, just as I do today--a continually new, fresh,
clear, full, and mighty outpouring. The old will never
suffice for the time to come. Again and again we need a
new cutpouring. Until our theolcgy and piety come to the
point of saying that the past is of no help to us for the
future and that we continually need fresh outpourings of
tue Holy Spirit, we sh2ll remain dead. Yes, listen--we shall
reriain a dead Christendom! You can bulld as many churches

as you like, but you will not bring what is dead fto life.

M

No man heas ever turned death into life.



You can see that with Christ and the Holy Spirit, only
a beginning was made. If the fight against sin and death
is to go on, if the bastions which the apostles did not and
could not conquer because they lacked the strength, are to
be won, then the strength tc do it must be given to us. We
must be empowered through God's almighty hand, through a
fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

This is. and vremains. the heart and core of faith.

This 1s what I c2ll justification by faith; everything else
is justification by works. Thst is nc faith if I myself
want to do what has tc ve done., Therefore 1 can boldly say
that if ever there was a reformed Christian, a Christian on
the foundation of the Reformed Church, it was my father. And
perhaps the onlv one, may I add. All the others are satisfied
with what we have already. But what we have already we don't
need to believe in. We already have it. It was my father
alone who said, "No! We are saved neither by our faith, ner
our church, our dogma, or our Christianity, but only and
directly by the Lord in Heaven--He who is, who was and who
will be." Finally it will be through the grace of God,
through lils love for us, that the curse of the earth will be
turned into a great blessing.

That is why 2 man such as our father lcoked toward a
blessing at the end of the world, not a curse. He had the
courage to live from faith. He was also the first to free

men from the dread of the end of the world. He is the man

sent at the end of time to proclaim to the world that men
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should not expect a curse, but should rather look forward
to Ged's blessing. The world upon which God's blessing
has been poured out through Jesus must not end in condem-
nation, but in blessedness. This 1s spoken wholly out of
faith; all else is spoken out of unbelief, or out of "works."
Most Churches lay down a set of dogmas in accordance with
which men become saved or lost. This is what I call being
Justified, or damned, by works. But we want to do deeds
in faith, that the world may also find blessedness. TFor
the Lord cur God has turned our curse into a blessing--not
because we are righteous, but because He is righteous.
Because He loves us 1t will finally come about, after a
long, long time of waiting, that all creation may yet feel

blessed.
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DIVINE WORSHIP AND RELIGION
Psalm 30:11: Thou hast turned for me my mourning into
dancing;...and girded me with gliadness.
These are words of David, the psalmist. The acts of
Cod on earth were alwzys a personal matter for those
people who made the Psalms., The activity of God, as it
evolved in Israel, was linked to persons who were immersed
in it, just as a business is linked to a person. I must
point out over and over again that Judaism and the service
of Jehovah was something ftotally different from any
religious service anywhere else on earth. I believe this
has never been sufficiently appreciated by theologians.
We cannot really speak of a religion in Israel such as

existed in other nations: it was something quite different.

o

And just because Jehcvah protested agalnst ''religion" and

(

wanted something else, for a long time Israel did not
understand and turned again and again to the service of

Baal. They simply would not accept this lack of religlosity.
This moving o hearts, which seemed to have such an uncertain
basis and only presented itself in individual deeds and

works of Cod, was something quite different from the religion
of other natiocns. The deeds of God are not at all "religious”
in character. God cares nothing for the pious expresslon

on your face. But He does care if you can walk through

a sea and say, "My God is helping me through!"™ Or if you
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hunger and thirst and can say, "There is a help for this too!"
Then everything depends upon God, not upon us.

It is the same with the worship of God in Israel. There
is nothing about rules, such as praying for hours, or the
like. Men are simply told, "Bring your animal into the
Temple. The priest will tell yoir what you are. Be genuine,
a sinner before God! Then thanrk God!" And that is all,
that is the whole of religion! Apart from that God leaves
us free to live our own lives, providing only practical
pointers such as, '"Do nct steai,” "Do not kill one another,"
and so on. Later, when the ceremony of worship became more
elaborate and becamne sc beautifully religicus, God said
wrathfully, "Have I ever told you that I desire sacrifice?

I have never commanded this!" He did not want a religion

in which men believed they could find salvation by following
certain fecrms. God wanted to make His dwelling on earth.
And it is a personal matter for each individual that a rela-
tionship to God is established.

It is true, most people did ncet understand this--it
was not pious ernough for them. Others did understand and
took hold of 1t. It became a personal matter for them; in
it they had their joy and their sorrow. To give joy to a
man like David, athan had to be sent to him so that he could
experience in his own person the working of God. This was
David's joy. In this he lived, and not to experiernce thne
working of God was his sorrow. In this way servants of God

(an expressicon that occurs only in the 0ld Testament) sprang up:



helpers who drew down powers of God and to whom angels
appeared. It was in these servants that the true Israel
was hidden; in these was the Son of God, called from out
of the wilderness.

Such servants of God, however, are not tolerated by
the world-~they are killed. But a "religion' is highly
acceptable to men. Once it is firmly established in a
fixed fora, men can do anything they want and still go
to Church and take communion, while all the time carrylng
on with thelr stealing and cheating. They don't like it
if someone comes and says, "You there--stop and listen
to me! If you carry on with this shady business, then stay
ocut of the church; unless you arc prepared to listen to
God, we can do without you!"

God could also say, "Did I ever tell you to build
chirches, or to celebrate divine worship and communion, so
as to be saved?” And particularly if people have the
superstition of bravely taking communion before death
in crder to be more certain of salvation, then the Saviour
might also take a rod and say, "Did 1 ever command the

Last Sup scmething to be taken mechanically?" If
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we think we have something mechanical which will save us,
we are reathen. If our Christianity is a matter of forms
and rituals, it will be darl around us. Today we must

still be as servants who await the will of their Lord.

D

Then we hear, "Pay attention! What does God say? Listen

to what He says! Apart from that you are free!" But the



less people are attentive tc God in their consciences, the
more relipious they want to become. I wish we were less
religious and paid more attention to what is right or wrong!

Even worldly people notice that there is something
lacking withi us. why is it that we Pietists* have such a
bad name? Why dco we find no favor among the people? We
do them no harm! They sense that something is not in order.
If we want to bz counted among the devout, we should be as
people who are servants, who are attentive to the will of
God. We shall assuredly not come short if we lay the main
stress upon doing right. Then we shall be fully awake; other-
wise we are going to remain sleepy-heads. Let us learn to
ohey once mere, to respect the words of God and to do right.
Then we shall have a church. fle who 1s truly close to God
can experience no greater Joy thain when he sces what is right
and 1s allowed to do it:; when God 1s again experienced
anong us ana the cospel works and takes shape among us-—--
first in cur hearts, then in the whole direction of our
iives. In short, we can rejolce when something happens of
wnich we can say, "There is the Saviour! There 1s life and
not stagnation."

But pecorle do not want this, nor did they want it when

the Saviour was nere. What was the worst thing at the time

La

of Jesus? I will tell you plainly: Relipgion! People

¥ Pietism: A revival mcvement wnich sprang up in the 17th
and loth centuries within the Lutheran churches in Germany,
anc whicn emphasized active faith and personal devoutness.,
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stagnated in religiosity instead of expecting something
from above. We, however, should undertand the promptings
of God; we should run to where God rules and gladly accept
what He does.

This is also important for today, the Day of Sedan.
The French, too, should remember that Sedan was God's
doing. Therefore "Bow down befeore this! Stop following
your own head!" lMen always want to gilve rein to their
national or religious spirit. But stop and think: What
1s right? This 1s the main thing, and it applies to any
nation, any confession. Whoever does not have this in
nim--this concern for what is right--whether he be Catholic
or Protestant, French or German, cannot become a true

servant of God and Jesus Christ.
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THE TRUE GOD

Deuteronomy 7:9 (Translated from German): Know therefore
that the Lord your God is the true God, the faithful God
who keeps coverant and steadfast love with those who love
Him end keep His commandments, to a thousand generations.

Ve should know this, whether we believe rightly or not.
I can well understand that many people lose their faith;
they do not have the true God. With the passage of time
we have forsaken the true God and have acquired instead
a philosophical God, 5till in the form of the old faith
but without any reality. We have allowed something to slip
away. We think of God as a being somewhere in the higher
spheres, but rnot as a God who reveals Himself among us
as a God who acts. In the Catholic church, as among the
black peorlie, men rescrted to setting up lower spirits.
Because they wanted a practical God, they made saints for
themselves, believing as they did that God Himself was
inaccessible. In the Protestant church, on the other
hand, wen occupied themselves with the 1ldea of God. Through
emphasizing the name of Jesus, they preserved to some extent
mich that is true; but on the whole, they acquired a phllos-
ophilcal CGod.

This was clearly demonstrated to me when my father
came forward. There was not a single one who was not up
in arms about the existence of miracles. What a great fuss

and outcry! Once, on the train, I met a professor who

o

said te me quite excitedly, "Your father is either a deceilver
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or a man deceived.” This was quite a general attitude at
the time, and right up till now, people keep carping at all
we experienced then and regard it as untrue. No wonder so
many people lose faith; I, too, would not believe in such a
God. ELven at the university I thought to myself, "If what
you preach to me is God, then I am through--I will not
become a parson. The words are the same, but the spirit

is missing. You raise up a God without hands, without a
mouth, without feet, and we can do whatever we like while
God has to keep quiet and do nothing. No, thank you! I
will not believe in such a God!i"

It is the same way with Christ. When one speaks of
someone's being possessed, people turn red with anger. "The
Saviour was mistaken," they say, "these were the views of
that time. Nowadays we can get along without that sort of
thing. We have doctors and nursing homes and that's all
we need. That's the end of it. And then to speak of
awakening the dead! What nonsense!"

All the while, though, they are having elevated dis-
cussions about the divinity of Christ and about His being
the Son of CGod--just so long as He is not a Saviour on earth!
But I tell you, the Saviour is not concerned at all about
what we think of His divinity or humanity; His only concern
is whether we want Him or not. It is not our task to ponder
about the Person of Christ--we shall find out in Heaven what
He was. We arc told simply, "He is your Saviour! Do you

want Him or not? %Will you let Him do something to you, or

- -
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will you not? Do you reject Him like the Pharisees, or
will you accept Him like the tax-gatherers?" We need not
have such clever thoughts about the sacrifice of Christ
and that sort of thing; rather, it is a matter of whether
we have the real Christ who intervenes with divine power.
If we do not have this Christ, people will just turn their
backs on us. But even unbelievers will believe when they
hear of tuat Goda whom I call the God of Israel, the God
who intervenss in human affairs, and acts. Of course
they will want evidence; and if I have no evidence that
God intervenes, it will come to nothing.

Now I have often experienced that God does nothing.
We can beg as much as we like, but in this or that area
we simply get nothing but silence. And what does this lead
to? Should we say, as many do, "Now I believe nothing at
all!" No! Then I would say we do not have Him. We have
turned down a wrong track and no longer have tic right
attitude to Him, for only a God who intervenes is our
God. If He cdoes nothing, then He is not our Gond. But
take need: as soon as you get back on the right track,
vou will once more know His falthfulness, His mercy.
Then something is bound to happen again, and you will be
able to say, "That is our God!"

The world of today can no longer be convinced by
sermons and bocks. It will have nothing to do with mere
fantasies. This sort of thing is all right for the

devout. But in our world of machines, communications
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and business which just laughs at our ideas, in our materi-
alistic wav of life where people everywhere seek solid ground
under their feet, the man of today can no longer settle for
suchi an up-in-the-air religion. Only a few people can do this.
Of what use is the most beautiful speech to the working
classes if, day and night, they are sweated almost to death?
It is of no use st all unless accompanied by some actual,

real help.

Of course, there are still quite a few deeply faithful
people to whom in all quietness something is given, but
there are not sc many of these left. The great mass of
people lapse into unbelief because even among the believers,
Christianity has become much too much a matter of ideas.

This is of no help to us when we want to spread Christianity.
It is not a religion we need, but a Man, a God. If we do

not have a God, what will be the effect of all our Christi-
anity? ¢ will produce hyprocrites--as many of them as there
are paving-stones! We need a God of deeds, a God who will

do somethiniz. That 1s the God of the Bible. Then every-
thing else will come to rights.

That is what Israel had in their Jehovah. They could
say, "This is the %frue Ged! Did you not see the smcke on
Mount Sinai and G&id you not hear lils voice and the sound
of the trumpet?h Haven't you noticed how He supplies bread

and water when there is a lack, and how He wondrously leads

¥ Exodus 19:10-19
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you by His hand? Think of these things--that is your
God! He is the true God. He can do things. Other gods
are nothing. They have mouths, but do not speak; hands,
but do not reach out:; feet, but do not walk. But your
God ig the true God." That is how it should be with us,
regarding the man Jesus. The Lord Jesus can do things,
and when le acts we can say, "Behold, this is the true
God; iHe can do something. But for your prattling I have
no use.’”

That is how it should be, my friends. Therefore it
is so necessary for us to pray, "Beloved Saviour, do some-
thingi" Words will no longer help us through; what we
need is deeds! "Deliver us, deliver us; help us, Oh faithful
God, and do something!' Then, when deliverance comes,
there will be light.

In many puzzling and heavy situations people ask
me why such a thing had to happen. Wwhat am I to ray? I
can only tell them that they do not have the right God.
Wnerever the true God is, something so absolutely dark
simply cannot happen. Wherever there are deeds of God,
wherever there is redemption, light will be shed on our
condition. Until a difficulty is resolved, we do not
understand why things had to take such and such a course.
It is only when deliverance comes that we open our eyes
and sav, "Anh, now I understand why things went like this!"
It suddenly dawns upon us. That is why the Saviour said,

"The truth will make you free."



If we hold firmly to this, we can perhaps soon enter
into the sphere of God's power in which deeds will again take
place. Oh, how I yearn for deeds! And there is a God who
does deeds--but we are not in the sphere of God. People
often think that I am in it, but I am not; I can but sense
this sphere, and 2t times I get something thrown down to me
from Heaven out of compassion because I cry cut so, but I
am certainly not in the sphere of God's power. Ah, if I
were, I would make your ears ring! But there is nobody in
God's sphere, nct one person in the whole world. There are
a multitude of good Christians, and of course they will not
be flung into Hell, but they are certainly not in the sphere
of God's deeds. That is a very great difference.

There are many dear people, but they are not in the

are done. That is why it is said, "Know
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therefore that the Lord your God, who shows Himself to you
and does deeds, is the true Cod. He is the God who meade
lieaven and earth. He 1s the faithful Ged who will carry
out His purpos=a.' ind this is the God we want to set our
hope on today. We want to cry out and pray together, "Lord,
do something fcr all these many, many people.”

We know by experience that we shall not pray in vain,
for, as we have said, much 1s thrown down from Heaven to
those who cry ocut. He feeds the hungry ravens and will not

allow His children to pray in vain.
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79.
THE GOD OF DEEDS

~

Psalm 79:9: Help us, C God of our salvation

for the glory of thy name;

deliver us, and forgive our sins,

for thy namne's sake!

Yes, there is need and suffering today, though perhaps
not auite the same as in earlier times. Last night I
%

sud.ienly thousght of Doniface and of how he was beaten
to death by the Prisians because he had preached. It led
me to make comparisons and it struck me how today someone

like me can tra

<

rel about preaching and not be beaten to
death. On the contrary, people fairly carry me on their
shoulders--I believe tnzy would carry one around all day
long, wherever one wanted to go! There 1s among all the
veople a tremendous longing to hear a Word of God. But
still there is very great need. I used to think that

if only things could be as they now are, if everyone could
e so easily stimulated and made happy by a simple word
from tne (cspel, we would be in a golden age indeed. Ah,

how happy the people were about that wonderful festival,and

R
W

Bouiface: a celebrated English missionary whose

labors among the pagan tribes of Germany earned him
the title of "The Apostle of Germany." He founded

the Abbey of Fulda and in 755 met hls death at the

hands of a pagan mob. TR
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so comforted, so strengthened!*
And vet therce 1s and remzins one great need--the burden
of sim. In spite of everything, in spite of all the forgive-~-
ness we have through the Saviour, in spite of the redemption
we find in Him, in spite of all the glory of God which shines
forth in Christ, there still remains sin. People simply do
not get rid of it, and one feels so sorry for them. Some, it
1s true, are able te shake 1t off and rise above it, but the
great majority groan under the weight of their sins. How
will this ever end? I almost break my head when I am at
such a festival. I run against this wall like a bull to
bring it down, but I can't manage it. Something unyilelding
is there. Through the preaching of the Gospel, something
in men does soften--it gets softer and softer--yet when one
really tries to break through--pow! We strike rock.
Something stops our coming forward, and there 1s no break- !
through. '

There are people who remain quite undisturbed by this,

*This was spoken immediately after Blumhardt arrived back

from a preaching trip on which, in particular, he had held

tne sermon on the occasion of the annual festival of the
Deaconess louse in Xarlsruhe. On the way back he had also

held an evening meeting in Pforzheim. About the Karlsruhe
festival, he saic¢ it was the nicest festival he could remember--
and by now I have attended a host of festivals."

This remarxk about the evening in Pforzheim may alsc
interest us: "...the first time in my life I have talked
at a place where an entrance fee was charged. It was so
funny--the orchestra seats cost 40 pfennig and the others
10 pfenniz. At first I was guite annoyed, but it turned
out &ll right, it was much mors orderly--better than the
last time, when people were almost crushed to death.”
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but not I! I feel that here lies something which must
be rerioved if we are to come to something completely clear,
completely light, in Jesus Christ. I have often had the
feeling we haove actually never been armed with God's powers
to the exbtent of being able to break completely through the
neathen snell. I have the impression that our younger
Christian rnations have been converted only on the surface

anc that underneath there still run the currents of the

}te

old heathen condition. This is what distinguishes us
from the first Christianity, that of the apostles, which
has been lost completely. Then there was neither German,
nor Roman, nor Greek, but all were one in Christ. We, on

the other nand, are Germans and Frenchmen, Russians and

Tyl S
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Pnen~-and we even pride ourselves on it. I don't
want to find fault with 1it, but this is nothing but a
natural basis. We do not yet appear to be so completely
delivered I'rom the power of darkness and transferred to
the Kingdom of the beloved Son.

That is why there is so little freedom from sin in
individual people. I think now not of freedom from every-
thing which can be called sin: I just mean that there
ought to e power to overcome the most flagrant sins. For
example, that at long last there may be an end to sorcery,
and that we be given a clear percepticn of what is of God
and wnat is of Satan in the world. Now, on this journey,

I experienced once again what confusion there is, and I

was withh CThristian people thne whole time! Other gross

S
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sins which must be covercome are: murder, adultery, theft,
false witness, uznd blasphemy. All of these are like a heavy
weight upen us, even in cur Christian gatherings. It makes
vou shudder!

These zre the things that are constantly poured out to
me, for I have been given the grace of God that people
conceal nothing from me. Wherever I go, they open their
hearts. 1 let them say what they have to say, but they
have no idea how often I weep inwardly. I feel like crying
out day and night, "Help us, O God of our salvation, for

it

the glory of ‘Thy name; deliver us, and forgive ocur sins, for

Thy name's sake!"™ What is the point of our preaching if it
does not finally come about that a hammer smashes this rock
to pleces--this rock, this fortress of sin which extends
everywhere. Something has to go, something concrete. It
is not just a question of something moral or immoral done
oy men, of which one could say “don't do it any more"--nn
Something concrete and real lies there. It is from this
reality which penetrates into everything that the individ-
ual sins of men spring. People can no longer save them-

selves from these: it 1s simply not possible to get out of

\

them.

When we lcock at the way people live, we can understand
this, and for this reason I can only preach with compassion.
The way thceilr lives are linked tegether--by the Christian
conformity to tne world that has evolved over the centuries,

by the existing traditions and customs--it is all like a
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huge block of sin to which we are stuck fast completely
with hands and feet, until we ourselves look just like this
block, everybody is involved in sin! Of course there are
some who stand z little apart and try with all their might
to draw back from it, but often enough the very worst
fiith penetrates right into the most intimate Christian
circles! Then we have to take care to cover it up well

seen and heard; we take a big flat iron and iron

'.-l
@
w
ct
0
ct
(@]
(]
rn

everytihing smooth. When something bad is actually brought
to lignt, the people concerned are jumped on and attacked.
I was alse tola of something wrong which had happened, and

I just had to say, "Have pity on the people! They are

no different from you; they just did not get the help they
needed." If we are not tremendously careful, the Devil

gets a hold on us, and we fall and do.all kinds of stupid
things.

Well, new, I only wanted to give some 1lndicaiilon that
there is very great need. Think abcut 1t if you will.
In spite of all the good that this present time has in it,
in spite of all the working of the Gospel, we cannot hide
act that the need is great. Into all this need and
from cut of this need, we cry, "Lord, our God, our salvation,
help us! Deliver us and forgive our sins; free us so that
we can be alive once more!l"

It is really quit= characteristic that there is a

-
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ust published in which the stand [ take 1s branded

t.

as superstition. Why superstition? It is just because my
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father brought out the realities of sin, the realities of
darkness, of the Devil, of death, and Hell. He it 1s who

has to bear the brunt of these attacks, since he started it
all, but if I had not continued in a similar way, they would
have allowed him to rest in peace. People just do not want

to hear of this sort of thing. They call this"superstition,”
especially if I insist with all my strength that it be shown
in deeds that Jesus is alive, as I am doing now. To belleve
in a philosophical God "way up there--that is not superstition!
To exalt a Saviour reclining on a scfa in Heaven, as it were--
that we can do as much as we like--that is not superstition!
But let God just begin to stir Himself!--then right away

it is superstition! It is remarkable how nervous people get
as soon as God begins to stir Himself. In particular, wher-
ever there is a hope for something to happen, it is called
superstition. And all kinds of people join in with this;

I read plenty of meccklng remarks in our conservative and
Christian Journals!

But what is the consequence, dear people, of our being
Christian if God does not stir Himself? The consequence is:
no deliverance! no light! People can talk as piously as
they like; it deces not impress me in the least. He who does
not seek in the Bible for the God of deeds, the God who
intervenes in history, simply does not have the Bible. God
is not just a preacher! We have a way of formulating the
most peculiar statements which are then repeated without

thinking. For =xample, we have contrived the statement
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But where

found anywihere! If God

could! If He to

wantea

And a prophet will

We shail yei experience

no further revelation

is
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is needed in the Christian

That has been stated, and now everyone simply

this written? It is not to be
wanted to do something today, He
send a prophet today, He could!
Witnesses will come forth!

v 4
arise!

that it is not we with our prattle

who will Lring about the Kingdom of God, but that God

tread out
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fors let us taxe care
Bible gives to us

Let us

to that "something" which

life,
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happens the gosl will not be reached.
what
and do not let any

be

in defliance of sin

e grapes and judge the nations.
There-
we remain in the freedom the
human doctrines be
people who know how to attend
we need for a completely fresh

and death.
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80.

THE CRY OF A PROPLET

aiah 64:1: O that Thou wouldst rend the heavens and

This is th

e}

passionate cry of the prophet toward
Heaven, or right intec Heaven. It is what all who fear the
Lord would llke %o cry out; all whe cannot endure to see
now few people fear God, andéd who see also that there will
be absciutely no change in the world until the Heavens

are venv.

Look =% the effcrt= CGod has made to set things right

ct

wich men. He came down to earth first making His influence

felt in very small groups, then spreading out into ever

2
larger circles. Finally, very quietly the Heavens were
rent, through the coming of the Saviour an opening was

made in Heaven, and now the name of Jesus is procaimed

thooughout the world. There has already been a tremendous

i

change; God has glven men clearer thoughts, better ideas

e
03

and recognitions. In the name of Jesus, God has been
acinowledged as never before, and this knowledge has been
made accessible to millions of people. Truly, God's
tremendous grace has not been lacking, and yet in effect
men have not changed very much. 2Jur human nature 1s
baslically still the same. Ia fact, under the cover of
Gnd's more perfect grace, men manage to live in as
godless a manner as any heathen. Such a vast amount of

contempt for God has gained ground among us that we can
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well plead: "C that Thou wouldst rend the heavens!" Yes,
dear God, unless you rend the Heavens, men will not believe;
we can go on preaching for another two thousand years, and
the result will be the same. Even when we have preached

tne Gospel to the wnole world, unless You rend the Heavens,
openly and visibliy, there will simply be a shifting of
positions: somewhere else in the world a speck of light will

appear, while the rest will fall back into heathendom. In
this plilace or that there will be a little more light, but
nowhere will there be complete light: the masses of people
will again and again relapse into godlessness. This makes
us sigh.

Ged answered tine prophet in these words,"I was ready to
be souznt by those who did not ask for me; I was ready to
be found by those who did not seek me" (Isalah 65:1).

This is as if God had said to the prophet: "Be patlent!
Cry out, but have patience!" For the moment everything nas
to go forward in secret. The place where you cry to Ged is
the very site of His revelation, and it is precisely there
that the situation lcoks most desperate. Just where we
might expect to find a true fear of God, we find 1t least
of all. And so, you arrogant, pious people, your crylng
will not heip you, but Ged will open a vent somewhere else
through which poor wretches can get into the Kingdom of
Heaven. God quietly sees to it that a vent remains open,
and we can help to keep it open by crying out, "0 that Thou

wouldst rend the heavens." So does God, in all secrecy,



make a 1ittle opening in Heaven, and the wretched are
being sought out.

This way out has now bteen made accessible to the
whole world tirough the Saviour. Therefore we should
not despair of our preaching and working. We might, of
course, {ind the going very heavy, for people just will
not cihange. Yet there are sculs who quletly find their
way to the Savicur. In the visible and the invisible
world there is a procession of the poor and wretched.
The vent is open. The louder we cry out, "O that Thou

wouldst rend the heavens.," the strouger will be the
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response. Finally all of Heaven will come down; the moment

will come when Heaven will truly be rent. There will be
it then--oh, how they will all sit up and
take notice! Just wait a little: it is not so far away
any more. For some time now the Lord has been working
much more than we realize.

We would be decelved, however, if we thought that
it wiil ve the high and noble among the Christians who
will see the Heavens rent. The poorest sinners will
expeirience more than those who believe they are the
saints of the world. The first might well be the last.
While Hezven could be already full of sinners, whom
nobody would cvir have theught of, the prroud Christians might still
be sitting here, seeing and hearing nothing.

fo it is even today. If people had eyes to see,

they would rejoice day and night about all that happens
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in our time. How much quiet redemption there must have been
to bring about this present time!l Jut nobody sees this.
Nobody believes we live in a time in which, on the whole,
protection and help prevail such as were never glven before,
so that we can really see that God dislodges the Devil. He
turns aside fits of anger. He gives peace and tranquility
where we least expected it. He eases the afflictions of the
whole world. Wherever we go we can see things moving forward,
forward! It is a joy and delight to see how quickly things
are going forward, in general. These are all signs of the
quiet redempition taking place. The vent is open. Sooner

or later people will surely necome aware of it--they will
see 1t!

It is a pity, though, that we cannot gather people
together beforehand for an expectant walting. Then people
would not have to bhe so frightened about the coming of Jesus
Christ. They would realize that this is a time of grace, and
they could find a bit of joy in the Kingdom of Heaven. Then
patience would also be given to wailt until the Heavens are
rent. For I also have to say that I do not want it to happen
one moment earlier than it is really time. It will be
awesome enough when it does come. Even now many people
tremble at the thought of the Saviour's coming, and it will
certainly be hard on those who are taken completely by surprise.
That is why we will not press for this to happen before the

time is ripe.
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But still, we will go on crying out, and I ask you
to join us in this. It is much more important than any-
thing eise, more important than any Church laws or 1nstil-
tutions. Cry out: "O that Thou wouldst rend the heavens!"
The more people have it on their hearts that God be seen,
the more vents will be opened up for poor wretches; for
us, too, it will be a joy and a2 blessing. Though we our-
selves may not yet creep into Heaven, but have to stay
outside and keep on crying out, yet we have this assurance
that our cries help others to enter there. Such a cry of
a prophel has effect throughout the land. The cry of
Christians can have an effect throughout the whole world.

But we have to cry out. And we must guard very much
against sitting here unmoved and self-assured as if every-
tnins were in order with our traditional Christianity.
I simply do not understand how people can think like this,
with the Bible right in front of them. There we “ind 1t
written again and agailn how angry God is about the people
who think that a little bit of religion is all that 1s
required. It makes the prophets fairly howl with indig-
nation! And we Cnristians settle into our seats as smugly
as any Pharisee and think that God must be mightily pleased
to see us sitting in church on Sunday in a fine coat, or
distriouting RBibles all over the world.

We have missed the point completely! We have turned
the whole thing upside down! We want to climb into Heaven

with out religion instead of realizing that God must come
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down from Heaven and take hold of us. All that matters is
that God reveals Himself and acts against sin, the Devil,
death, and Hell; that we know our whole cause is a lost one
unless God comes down and brings everything to fulfillment
in Hls great power and glory.

Then, praise God, we shall yet experience that the Lord
does hear the crying of men--and many do cry out for help!
God hears 1t, and He knows that the only help for the world
willl be when He fulfills His promise and gives signs in the
heavens by which the whole world will know that truly God
lives. Yes, God lives!

® o8 % ¥ % ¥
Hebrews 2:11: "...He 1s not ashamed to call them brethren."”

With this the ground is prepared for all manner of
revelations, for the Saviour stands side by side with us.
The most important thing about the Saviour is that through
Him God can now fully reveal Himself. People make this
awful mistake of asserting that we no longer need a revelation.
Actually the only purpose of the Saviour's coming is to
prepare the ground for God's glory on earth! Now every-
thing is possible. The promigses are capable of fulfillment.
Previously they could not be fulifilled, but now they can be.
Jdow everything can happen because "He is not ashamed to call
them brethren."” Because the Saviour has united with us,
something can now happen.

That is why Jesus feels it so important to tell His

disciples again znd again, '"Listen! Take heed! Watch and
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pray! Something is coming! And if it does not happen,
ask, cseek, knock! If still nothing happens, then be
insistent! Rattle at the doors of Heaven! Cry out 1like
the widow to the unjust judge. I guarantee that some-

thing

-t

will come, for I am your brother, and you will do
the same works I do, and greater works than these because
I go to the Father and will provide for you."

That is how it is now. We can have something now
from Heaven! I have to say that as far as I am concerned,
all the dogmas of the world could just float down the
Rhine if I could only unite everyone in this one point
of really expecting something from Heaven! This is the
true tusiness of Christians. It is not a question of
their becoming wise, or becoming philosophers, or building
great churches. That is all very well, but quite unimpor-
tant. The main thing is to think: "Watch out! The

Heavens can open now! It can come any time now! For

m

e Szviour is not ashamed to call us brethren." This

ct

point nust be the center of our work. The true disciple
of Jesus will care only for this. It is the only thing
you need. With it you--yes, everybody--can find salvation
without catechisms or anything else. You can brag about
your belief in Jesus Christ as God's Son and still be a
scoundrel. But you cannot wait for the Saviocur and the
revelation of God and remain a scoundrel! Therefore all
the parables of the Lord and the letters of the apostles

point to this: Be people who are alert! Remember what
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poor wretches we are!

Pralse God, the Saviour is here, and soon everything
can be fulfilled. For He is our brother; that means we now
have access to the Father. We may expect redemption, may
expect the Lord tc come down, to intervene and touch our
hearts. The Fatlier in Heaven can intervene and do something,
and we should be able to experience this. FEven if we have
to go through hard times, we should always remember that
things will turn out right, for we have our Father in Heaven
and our brother, the Saviour. 1In this attitude we would be

true Christians.
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81.

THE DIVINE "I" IN MEN’

Psalm 121: I 1lift up my eyes to the hills,
From whence comes my help;
iiy help comes from the Lord
Who made heaven and earth.
e will not let your foot be moved;
e who keeps you will not slumber.
Behold, he who keeps Israel
Will neither slumber nor sleep.
The Lord 1s your keeper;
The Lord is ycur shade on your right hand.
The sun shall not smite you by day
Nor the moon by night.
The Lord will keep you from all evil;
He will keep your life.
The Lord will keep your going out and coming in,
From this time forth and for evermore.

(Line 2 changed to conform to German text)

s this "I," dear friends, the man who can speak

e

Who
in thig way? Oh what a happy man! He must be happy if he

can say in complete faith and trust, “I 1ift up my eyes to

iBible class neld at the Christian Hospice in Berlin, March
12, 1888, PBlumhardt was in Berlin from March 10-18, 1888,
and for the first few days was a guest of St8cker, the
court chaplain. He arrived in Berlin just after the death
of Emperor Wilhelm I and was taken to the Emperor's death-
bed. The meeting we reproduce here also refers to this
event.

During the following days Blumhardt preached more than
twenty sermons in Berlin. Immediately after the evening
sermon in the Church of Zion on March 18, he left for home.
There is a detailed program of the Berlin days which reads
at the end. "8 p.m. departure for HMunich.” I dc not know
if a trip to lunich really was planned; in any case€ it was
not carried out. At the Gppingen railroad station. Blum-
nardt heard what was, for him, the particularly significant
news of the death of Hans J¥rg Dittus. This event brought
about a critical turning point which led to the second
period of Blumhardt's life. And soO the days in Berlin can
be looked upon as the end of thils first period which we
have set forth in this volume.
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the hills, from whence comes my help; my help comes from

the Lord." IHe also has the direct assurance from God: '"He
vi11l not let your foot be moved; He who keeps you will not
slumber." And again, "The Lord will keep you from all evil;
He will keep your life. He will keep your going out and
coming in, from this time forth and for evermore."

This "I," beloved in the Lord, was something God created
for Himself, in His own image, upon earth. Cur "I" on earth
is a divine "I," something of Cod's own person, and 1t was
meant to rule over creation. But from that day on when the
night of sin closed in around us human beings and it seemed
to God that His image was lost, our "I," our divine "I," was
alsc lost.

It was a mighty beginning when the maker of Heaven and
earth put something of Himself, His own "I," into His image,
so that from this image the majesty and power of God streamed
out over the wnole creation. We read, "And God saw everyching
that He had made, and behold, it was very good.'" Why was
it good, we ask? Was 1t because the trees blossomed so
beautifully, or rabbits frisked around, or the mountains
were so grand, or the sun shone warmly? Surely not because
of these things. IEverything was good and very good because
there was a likeness of God on earth in which there shone a
£lory that could Le expected to settle as a divine rulership
upon all things at any time. Then everything could have
existed in great and divine activity, in majestic power and

untroubled bliss.
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That was the Creation. And now into this comes the
great night of darkness, sin, and death. Where is now
the divine "I" which was to shine in the human beings
God had created?

Can we say we have it? Hardly. We can twist and turn
as much as we like. We can try hard to follow certain custcms
and religious rules and regulations. We can try with
fasting and prayer. It is all of no avail. All these
efforts do not bring forth the divine "I" in us.

You know now it has bheen throughout the centuries
with the nations of the world. What efforts they have
made, and what efforts individuals have made because they
all felt that something had been lost, was not in order,
not finding its rightful place, and for that reason was
making them miserable and unhappy. They tried all sorts
of ways, as it is written in Isaiah 53: "...we have
turned every one to his own way, but have all gon: astray."
That is, each socught in his own way to regain the position
due to him as the image of God in creation, but they sought
wrongly, and the ways were false. Strictly speaking,
the worst thing in the world is not the sin we commit
or the individual wrong deeds we do, but the night which
surrcounds us in which we cannot see the right way and where
even the best of men fall to reach the goal. In this
night the great and constant struggle of mankind, the
struggle not to go under and perish, is fruitless. There

is nobody who wishes to be dead, nobody wants to be a zero.
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When, in despair because they nave not yet reached the goal,
veople today assert, "We are absolutely nothing, there is
no God, no eternal life," we should not hold it against themn,
for this comes from an inner despair. People see and hear
nothing, and let it be said to our shame that there 1s not
very much to be se2n amecng us Christians either. There is
not much tc be seen with us because the divine "I which,
after all, was once given to the world, is very much obscured.
Dear friends, I tell you, at times like these when I
have to get up and spesk scmewhere (for I am not deing this
of myself), I nust ask your forgilveness for my presence
here. I am very conscious that I also do not, and cannot
represent that which ought to shine forth as the divine "I"

and which should be imparted to many so that once again
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many will have this divine "I" within them. This has not
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we nust almost feel embarrassed to
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yet been glven, an
cling to the belief that, in spite of all the misery 1in tre
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world, in spite of the lost image of God, the divine "I"
is still witn vs. History assures us that the divine "I"
is still with us and can unfold in us. I want to emphasize
this very much, dear friends, so that you can be certain
of it in your hearts.

You can look for this assurance in two places. The one
place is your own inner 1life, your heart and soul, where
you seek God and your szlvation. But that is not the right
place and you will not find this assurance there. Forgive

me if I speak plainly and perhaps rob some people of their
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relirzious sentiments. I cannct do otherwise. I meet
with too many people who seek in vain in that place. They
will never find comfort there. This ground within ourselves,
where we do our searching, is certainly a noble ground. It
is the ground the Apostle Paul referred to in Athens with
the words, "4e all live and move and have our being in
God, and yvou people of Athens also seek the living God
and Liave therefore made an altar to 'the unknown God.'”
This place of the inner heart we have in common with all
unbelievers. DBut on this ground we just cannot be sure
of not goings astray.
, dear friends, I have looked for another
place--or rather, I did not lcok for it, actually I was led
to it by my dear father. His experiences pointed me to the
deeds of dod as the place where our own “I'" must be turned
into the divine "I." The deeds of God run throughout the
ages and in ever-growing measure justify our plunging into
tne bright fields where God manifests Himself, where His
light streams out, and He says, "You are my servant ; no
water will drown you, no fire will burn you. You may
still be a pretty rough type of servant and have a lot
of dirt clinging to you, but no matter, you are in my
service and belong to me. My deeds show this to you and
my words tell you."

So, myv dear friends, the place to seek this divine

I 1s wihere you see somctning coming from God and

where something has already come from Him
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in the past. It is the words and deeds testified to in Holy
Scripture, which tave brought about a aivine history. running
through time. And our seeking nhas now been made easy for us
because in Jesus we have the deeds of God; also--let me speak
from my neart which is so rooted in M8ttlingen and Boll--
because we can say: Jesus is Viector--away with everything
else! If someone comes to me representing something else,
o wants to threaten me by telling me I am lost, I am not
converted, I am a sinner, then I answer: "Jesus is victor!
T know well enoug: that I cannot save myself, but He will
save me. For this He came and therefore He is 'the first-born
of all creation.''"

0, dear friends. take this to heart. I do not know
if I have expressed myself clearly. I can only say what 1is
on my heart, and I leave it to God's Spirit to make it clear
to you. I cannot make you devout or holy--I am not SO myself.
I cannot iake vou believe, nor can I invite you to come cver
to some congregation or sect which may think itself wondrously
endowed~--all this 1 cannot do.

But cone thing I can perhaps do, if God gives His grace.
I can say to you: Dear friends, regard yourselves as those
who have this divine "I.” You have the rignht to do this.
Stop persecuting yourselves. Do not be so faint-hearted.
Accept the Lord Jesus! He did not come to make us falnt-

hearted, ner to have us, like unbelievers, start worrying

Wi

¥Colossians 1:1



and fretting about whether we are acceptable or not.
Some people fazirly squirm with fear before communion,
wondering whether they are worthy to come. I know people
whe for years have never attended Holy Communion because
they belleved they must first wash themselves so completely
clean that the Lord Jesus would have nothing more to
reproacn them with. Only then would they want to come.
But look, dear friends, that is no help to us. That is
the wrong track. The main thing for us who have been led
to the revelation of the Lord Jesus through the deeds of
God, is that we know we are entitled to place ourselves
under the light of Ged's revealed words and acts, and
to let the deeds of the Father in Heaven work upon us.
ihen, in spite of all our weaknesses, we may be quite
certain that we belong to the people of God who say, as it
is written here: "I 1ift up my eyes to the hills, from
whence comes my help.” Yes, you who include you.selves
in this, you may say, "This means me. The Lord has His
eye on me. He leads me, my cause will not be stayed.”
The people who take their stand with God's revelation,
saying, "I belong here and want to belong," have the rignt
to say, "My cause will endure.” Why? Because their cause
is God's cause, their cause is the Saviour's cause. It
will not perish--not even in the Day of the Lord. It will
remain.

You will find that we are bound to be made small and

humble when we are at this place where we seek the divine
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"I" within us and let it unfold in the power of faith. For
here we notice cur own efforts are quite unimportant, and
there 1is nothing teo be proud about. I sometimes pget visits
from clergymen, especially young ones, who ask me to pray
for them lest they become proud if they should happen to
preach a goed sermor. Ah, dear friends, what am I to say
then? T always tell them it just makes me laugh to think
of their being proud about a sermon! Our preaching 1s all
bad and boring and we can only feel ashamed of it. How can
a man become proud whce stands with God and allows God to rule!
How 1is this possible? I don't understand it at all. Or,
how can a person be coarse, ambitious, or envious; how can
a man steal, or be full of impure desires, if he allows God
to rule in him? It is quite impossible.

I could give you many examples from my own experience

of people I have rescued just by telling them, "You belong

with mel!' "Oh, no." they reply. "I am a terrible person.”
"WNo matter, you belong with me." "But you do not know the

evil things I ave dcne'’ they say. '"Nevertheless," I reply,
‘you belong with me, and I belong with vou."” This has changed
people; they received so much encouragement just by having
fellowship with me that there was no more talk of their
wickedness.

A man once came to me who was a kleptomaniac and he
continued in this way, also after he came tc me, for a long

-

in spite of this, I kept saying to him, "You and I
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ther. You can go on stealing as long as you like,
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but I will not let you go.” Lo and behold, after a time
he gave up stealing and became a totally different person.
How many others, proud, avaricious, jealous, quarrelsome
people have been given strength to change simply because
I said, "You belong with me!'" If treatment on this human
plane has been so effective, what do you think would happen
if we again became conscious of belonging to the Lord Jesus?
I mean truly conscious, not with empty words. Oh, let us
beware of empty Christian words! When we are truly conscious
that we belong to the Lord Jesus, then all those sinful
things will simply melt away before this Sun which has arisen.

It will rct happen overnight that there will be an angel
where Tormerly was a little devil. The Sun of God works
slowly. just as the sun outside melts the snow slowly. If
it goes too quickly, there will he floods. In the same way,
if we are bent on becoming like argels overnight, there will
be fanaticism and folly.

But you can rest assursd when you are in the hands
of our heloved God. He will certainly let His Sun shine
upon His servants, upon the disciples of Jesus, those who
count themselves His, and then first one part and then
another of the old nature will crumble away, and this will
continus until the work is finished. When I just think
of myself, for example, what a time it took until there
was a little change in me! But I must also say, foolish
as I was in my youth, even when I felt really sinful and

actually had committed sin, I always knew I belonged to



634

the Saviour. I was quite certain of that. Anything else
would have been unthinkable. It would have seemed to me

an insult to the Lord Jesus to think that, as a Christian
child, I did not belong to Him and could not say, "I belong
to you." Even so, 1t took quite a while until the things
were gone which had given me a bad conscience. We often
have to wait a long time, and must have patience and submit
ourselves to God's rule, before the Saviour has filnally
cleansed us of all that is wrong. The disciples of Jesus
did not become apostles overnight, and we, tco, must often
walt a long tine.

I know some who groan under the weight of a sinful
nature; ves, they feel bound by the Devil and are unable to
free themselves. They just have to bear this, and it is
often only toward the end of their lives, in the last weeks,
that this burden is taken away. I would regard them as just
as happy as I am, for they are often fighters, sufferers,
and martyrs. If only tihe spirit remains faithful to the
Lord Jesus, we shall be all right. God will reveal Himself
in us and free us nmore and more, and, in the end, hold us
blameless on His day. But that is not something we can bring
about.

Do not be afraid that I will leave you in your sins.

I want to tell you of the power that will free you from sin.
I want people who, in good time, sinful though they are,
turn and reckon themselves as belonging to the Lord Jesus

and say, "I cannot possibly allow my sins to separate me,
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I must belong to my Saviour, even though there is a lot
in me which is still wrong. He will help me forward. God's
history and deeds in the world and in Christendom show me
that I belong to Him. They give me the right to regard
God's revelations as being for me."

So let us join together. I know for a certainty that
the Lord Jesus 1looks upon us to see whether we become in=
wardly sure in Him and allow Him tc work. We shall be a
compact eircle. It nay be a small circle; there is no
need for large numbers. but it will be a completely light-
filled community in which deeds of God, powers of God, can
hecome marifest and it can be said: Jesus is victor 1in
our hearts, in our innermost beings! Oh what a joy it is
when we feel that we have become different; when we can say
that a gift from Heaven has fallen into our hearts. What
inner certainty is given us when we can live in the deeds

of God; when we can rejcice in the powers of the Lord Jesus,

2

and when we can grow in His grace. That is why 1€ is written
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“from zrace to grace," because grace is to be understood

in the sens2 of manifestation.

93]

I¢ is a great pity that in our German language some
Bible terms do not quite express the meaning of the original
text. We understand grace to mean forgiveness of sins,

but that is not quite exact. Grace is rather a manifestation

or revelation of the power of God, the loving kindness of

3

Cod t£o us as expressed in deeds. That 1s grace. And how

happy we are when we can really say we live from grace to
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grace, from manifestation to manifestation, and can see in
our own lives that Jesus lives now!

There is no greater joy than this, beloved ones, and
that is wny I rejoice when sometimes a person becomes well
when I pray for him. It is not because the person gets well
that I rejoice. There are many whoe must suffer sickness
until the end of life, so why not this one? I rejoice
because I see that the Saviour does something to me, to you,
to this one or the cther. I rejoice when I see that He
heeds me and heeds others in the same way. Oh, you dear
ones, that is the greatest and most wonderful tining you can
see or know. And when we actually experlence that souls
change; that hearts become different:; that, in place of
indifference, a concern for the Saviour is now awakened,

a sighing, a longing (and I rejolce at even the faintest
longing)--then I say that the battle is won; the Lord Jesus
has intervened. For where does a person get this longirng?

He didn't make it. The Lord Jesus has acted, and once Jesus
makes a beginning, He will go on and on. What is important
is that we are aware of this, that we stay with Him. And
also that we wait, wait, wait for more and more things to
happen, for even greater works, for even greater deeds, until
at last through such deeds, our God will light up the whole
world!

This is the task of God's people on earth. This will
do more for the proclamation of the Gospel than anything

else. If we live and act again as Christians, as men through
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whom God works for others, then people will come running.
I am often astonished how people run after me. I am simply
not able to take a vacation, for wherever I go, in Germany
or Switzerland, people come running after me. At home it
is the same; from early morn to late evening I have not a
moment to myself. Why do people come to me? Because I
am so devout? Surely not! Or because I have such a
beautiful house in Bad Boll with nice surroundings and
fresh air? OCh, no, there are much better things elsewhere.
One thing, and one thing alone, brings pzople here: the
Saviour is at work. In this I glory, and in this I rejoice.

I often receive letters with all sorts of requests,
some often of a very difficult nature, and even before the
letter is in my hands help is given. The Saviour has
already intervened. Every day I recelve some forty to
fifty letters. Among them usually about twenty are from
complete strangers, and some are from so-called worldly
people. There are letters from all kinds of people, in
many countries, some of whom have never experienced any-
thing of Christianity. Others, again, are from Christian
circles. A great number of these letters begin like this:
"Because we have heard about you and that you make sick
people well..." How deo people come to think this? It 1s
the Saviour who does it all. Then I look at my own house-
hold--the sick remain sick and almost nothing happens! I
want to say to all who come to me and want to get well 1n

a hurry: Oh, that 1s not the important thing! You can
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just as well remain sick; being sick is no sin. I will pray
for you that the Saviour takes things in hand, and you can
have hope, of course, but do not regard getting well as so
important. The Saviour Himself was sick. He sald, "I was
sick and you visited me."™ There must be sick people in
whom the Saviocur dwells. I often feel weak, miserable, and
sick, having to drag myself around while other people become
well. And as I have said, my own household sometimes looks
terrible, almos:, i%t seems, on the point of collapse.
Nevertheless we are kept going.

Time and again we are given bright and shining mani-
festations of the kindliness of God, deeds of God which
enavle us te carry on. Hard things are not spared us, but
deeds of God fall into our lives and become known. We find
relief for our bodies as well as our sculs, which proves
it is not a matter of Pastor Blumhardt's preaching a fine
sermon and seeking followers. Truly, Blumhardt is noth’i g,
and every other human being is nothing. DBut Jesus, Jesus
is here! This is what draws people and has lasting value.
If we attract people solely to our own person, we may be
able to give them something for & little while, and then it
ends. But when the Saviour iiimself takes a hand and goes
on and on working, then there will be no end.

That is why I rejoice like a child that when my father
died, ana even before, I, poor wretch that I am, was able
to continue this cause. I want to say quite frankly that

for me the greatest miracle I can think of in this time
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is that I could continue my father's cause, because all
the circumstances spoke against it. How complete this
continuation has turned out to be, is evident to me by
the fact that, now and then, I get a letter directed to
my father from someone who has not noticed that there has
been a change. Some people still think my father is allve
and are extremely surprised to hear it is the son. This
is no merit of mine, for I was by nature quite unfitted
for this task. I had no interest at all in theology and
was a miserable person. One thing I did have, though: I
thought to myself that if my father has been glven the
right thing, then I can be heir to it as well; as long as
the Saviour takes things in hand, it does not depend upon
what 1 am.

And so, dear friends, do the same! See to it that
the Lord Jesus works in you and go forward in this. Say
to the Saviour in your hearts: "Lord Jesus, do s.mething
to me. HNot only to me--I can walt--but do something here
and there in other people, in our families, in our soclety.
Whether it be hard or easy for us, only do something to
us, and we will rejoice even in times of suffering.”

If you take this stand, you are people who experience
something of the Kingdom of God. You can confidently say,
"I 1ift up my eyes to the hills,from whence comes my help;
my help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth,"--
there lies my strength. This confidence can grow so strong

in us that we can overcome all obstacles. Walls of Jericho
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will fall, mountains will be moved. No earthly power will
impress us any more, be it good or evil. There are many

good powers in the world, all kinds of forces of nature and

the like, but these no longer count. The only thing that
really counts for my life is what comes from above where

Christ is enthroned, where the right hand of God is, the

right hand of Him who does deeds, who does not sleep. '"Behold,
He who keeps Israel willl neither slumber nor sleep.” These

are the powers we count on.

I don't just want to say this., dear friends, and leave
it at that; I want tc impress it so deeply upon your hearts
that you really grasp it and make it your own and become
happy., blessed people. Blessed are you when you are poor
in spirit. Blessed are you when you hunger and thirst, and
the world cannot satisfy you, but you are given strength
from above. This is the divine "I" upon earth which recelves
everything from above. It is the beginning of the likeness
cf God in which God manifests Himself, and this 1s our
salvation. For the rest, we await the Saviour. We simply
cannot straighten out everything in this world- it would be
foolish to try to do it. It is nowhere promised that we
shall change the world. We await the coming of the Saviour.
He tells us, "I am going to do it! Meanwhile continue 1n
faith until I come. Do not concern yourselves too much with
the world, but keep your eyes fixed on me. I am with you

until the end of the world."
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This is what the Saviour has in mind. You will perhaps
understand now that when we take up this attitude, God's
rule will penetrate into even the smallest detalls of our
life. Then our feet will be guided, and without thinking,
we shall make no false step.

You, of course, do not want to make a false move, but
you will rot manage it. However, when the Saviour takes
you in hand, "He will not let your foot be moved. The
Lord is your kseper. The Lord is your shade on your right
hand. The sun shall not smite you by day nor the moon by
night." The terrible things in the world will not weigh
so heavily upon you. You have victory within you. Ged
has put something into you and has pledged His honor that
you will not come to shame, because something of the divine
"I" is 4dn you.

Therefore be comforted! Divine rulership now inter-
twines with your affairs. The rivulets of life w:1ll run
through our earthly existence though there be obstacles
in the way. Thers will be times of stagnation, there will
be struggles and temptations, and Satan himself may stand
up agalnst us and frighten us. But be comforted; a way
through will e given. Wait for the Lord; His light will
break in agaln and again and in the end will permeate your
whole being. As the Saviour said, "Your whole bcdy will be
full of light, as when a lamp with its bright rays shines

upon you" (:zes Luke 11:36).
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That is our attitude as disciples of the Saviour, dear
cnes! Then that will happen which is expressed in the final
words of our Psalm: “The Lord will keep your going out and
coming in, from this time forth and for evermore." That is,
e will intervene in ycur life at those moments when some-
thing of the futurs hegins, where the Alpha and Omega meet
like the main pillars of a building There He will intervene
and act. And that is enough. It is enough to have God's
guidance in our lives at certain decisive moments so as to
get things moving in the right direction; then we can go

on until anctier crucial moment arises. I wanted to make
this clear to yoi. 7There is no need for the Saviour to be
so tenderly concerned about us every single day. He has
many more than usz to care for. Ve must be able to hold

out even when He leaves us alone, like the ninety-nine in
the wilderness, in order to seek for the lost one. We must
not cry if we do not have lofty and sublime feelings everj-
Cay. Let us remember only one thing so as to become clear
and censible: &+ those times in our life when we are on

the verge of something, when we have to make & decision and
feel something aew is at hand which can go one way or the

other, we must trust the Saviocur to give us a direction and

For exampls, whenever we are attacked by sickness, our
first prayer should not be that we are made well and healthy.
Rather, our praver should be, "Lord Jesus, something has

happened wnich can turn out this way or that. Please, Lord
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our God, establish whatever is according to your will,
and what you decide I will accept quietly in faith, just
as 1t cones.” Many people only pray for what they want
and for whal they think is right, but that is not true
prayer.,

It is like this iIn the matier which concerns us all
these days regarding our dear Emperor. A great deal of
significauce i1s attached to such a personage. Here, too,
we must not want to rule and dictate to God what we would
like. e must say, “"Lord, Lord, this 1s a momentous hour.
Plezze establish your will today so that we may walk in
your patis during the days to come. Do not allow evil to
prevall spainst us, even though we have to experience it,
for Yo a2lone are the Une who decides in Heaven what should
pe on earth.”

I want to end with this, dear friends, so that in
these sorrowful days we may be united in the attitude I
have been talking about. In such tense, historic moments
one aoes not know what te think, and it is better not to
speak too much about all that is invclved, for we just do
not know, 0o man knows, what will happen. But one thing,
one thing I ask of you all--I do it myself but wish that
hundreds of thousands more would help me with it--and
that is to pray. Pray that in these days God may say
how things are to go. Pray, lest evil should have the
say, lest darkness intervene even for a short time because

we do not want God ordering our going out and coming in,
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or because we are not faithful enough in praying: "Lord,
keep Thou our going out. Rule Thou in this time. Proclaim
to the world with which Thou hast reconciled Thyself through
Jesus Christ that Thou, 0O great God, rulest in this moment
of time. In all the evil which may hefall us, even in the
midst of death and the distress it brings, let there be
decrees of Thy will which will allow our path to be blessed
anew.” This must be our request, and we must not be in-
different about it. It has been uppermost on my mind during
these days, for it is much more important than our striving
together for pcrsonal edification.

Some pecple are so full of their Christianity that
they care nothing for the world. They are foolish people.
We must recognize that this 1s a moment in history which
can lead to either good or evil., Praise God that we can
say, "The Lord keeps us." As we think of the passing of
our Emperor Wilhelm and the illness of our dear, new
Emperor Friedrich, we can say with confidence that the Lord
will work His will; He will accomplish His purpose for him,
for us, and for all peoples, however bad things may look in
the world.,

So, you dear cnes, let us be a circle bearing great
matters on sur hearts. Let us pray always, "Lord, keep Thou
our going out, even in the smallest things, also 1n our
private lives with all their cares and joys.”' Whoever

shows himself steadfast in such prayer and faith and has a



sure hope and certainty of vietory, will also experience
thav Jesus is Victor!

Jesus is victorious King

Who o'er all His foes has conguered.
Jesus, soon the world willi fall

it His feet, by love o'erpowered.
Jesus leads us with His might

From the darkness to radiant light.
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CONCLUSION

The present volume of selections from Blumhardt's
sermons, devotioral meetings, and writings covers the period
1838C to 1886, that is to say, from the time of the death
of his father, Johann Christoph Blumhardt, until the Spring
of 1888. It was then, immediately after his trip to Berlin,
that the death of cousin Hansjdrg, the last witness of
the "Mottlingen days,’ brought about a new turning point
in Blumhardt's life. These are Blumhardt's sermons and
meetings held during the first of the four periods into
whicn I have divided nis 1life and which correspond to the
four volumes.

Actually, the time in which Blumhardt worked as a
curate at churches in Baden and Wilrtemberg (1866 to 1869)
belongs to this first period, as also the time when he
assisted his father at Bad Boll (1869 to 1880). 1\ con-
siderable number of sermons were available to me which came
from the time when he was a curate, in particular from
the years 1866 and 1867. 1In those years Blumhardt was
active in Sp8ck and Staffort near Bruchsal, in Gernsbach
in the Baden section of the Black Fcrest, and in Dirnau,
not far from Bad Boll. However, I finally gave up the
idea of using some of them in this volume. In spite of
the truth contained in them and the quite clearly recog-
nizable "Blumhardt" thoughts, it seemed tc me that they

did not yst exhibit the characteristic spirit and power
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which is so clearly evident in the most important of Blum-
tiardt's proclamatrions.

As I indicated in my foreword to the complete edition,
a chronological sequence cf sermons and devotions provides
the best, indeed the only true and vital, biography of Blum-
hardt, compared with whichh any description of the course
his personal life tock must appear Insignificant. However,
in selecting these sermons and devotions I have ruled out
the purely biographical aspect and allowed only the Blumhardt
to speak tc us who spoke out of an inner calling and autho-
rity. In these volumes we are not concerned with the person
of Blumhardt and his human development, but with the man of
God and the message eintrusted to him. I have been strongly
cenfirmed in this, my versonal cpinion about the sermons
of the very early times, by various statements that Blumhardt

nimselif made. It clear he thought of his life as properly

[
1]

beginning only in 1872 with the ‘'‘remarkable birth" he ex-
perienced at the time Gottliebin Dittus died. It was through
this event that he was led to his calling and characteristic
festimony.

In this selection of the testimonies of this new and
genuine life, T have not gone right back to the year 1872
when the decisive turning-point took place. On the one hand
this was for the more outward reason that only a very small
number of sermons was available to me from the years 1872 to
1880, and they seemed to me not the most suitable to begin

this volume, althcugh they certainly do testify to this new
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1ife.Butcnthe other hand, for inner reasons, I also felt
urged to iet this "Bilography through Testimonies"” begin
with tihe event which cut most deeply into Blumhardt's life
and brought him to the decisive task of his life. This was

the death of his father on February 25, 1880. Until then

[®)

Blumhardt hac oniy been =an "assistant” to his father.

Because of this death, which nobody anticipated, he was

[¢¥]

suddenly faced with the tremendous task of stepping into

s father's shoes and carrying on his father's work. It

e

h
was through his wrestling with this task that Blumhardt
attained hils full stature as z mighty witness to the
victorious power of Jesus. The fundamental concern of the
father's 1ife was "those wonderful manifestations of God
which ever again ended in: Jesus is Victor," and these
words also express what determined the son's life.
Ever since the [i8ttlingen days "Jesus is Victor" had
peen the platform of the Tather Blumhardt. “Jesu: 1is
Victor” remained also the watchword of the son, who was
only abls truly to carry on the work of the father in
2ad Boll because ne believed in the truth of this watchword
and because again and again he actually experienced this truth
It was the father's death which was the starting point

of Blumnardt's activity in this first period, a period sO

[oN)

ecisive for nis future. At that time Blumhardt was still,
to a marked degree, dominated by his father's life. Later,
Blumhardt concluded a descriptive sketch of his father

with these words: 'His son, Christoph Blumhardt, continues
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father and has, to some extent, drawn further
consequences fromn the experiences of his household.” Thus
in the earliy period of nls activity, this “continuation" of
The work of his father was uppermost. Certainly it was a
continuation whicn, Trom the firs®t, bore his own personal
stamp and which found a new language for tne proclamation
of the old truths. In the later periods, on the other hand,
the "fuirther consequences"” which gave such a special and
peculiar significance to his witness came more to the fore.
Here in the first period Rlumhardt still stands, as it
were, directly in the brighit lipat of those radiant "M8tt-
lingen days” . thi:ose days which opened up rew ways for the
faith and hope, the t{houghts and proncuncements of his
father, ana so provided the starting point for the highly

significant cnaln of events in Mdttlingen and Bad Bell.

f‘;

During thesc early years he revnestedly pointed to his
father's life and to the significance which this 1life, with
its experieinces and its witness, had for the understanding
and upiholding of Cod's cause upon earth. Through these
constant references we cobtalin an excellent picture of the
father Blumharat. Althcugh in making this selection I have
2specially taken into account these devotions which directly
remind us of this Méttlingen and its wiltnesses, it was not
simply the purely historical point of view, or a desire to

present a living picture cof that history and its first great

exponent wiich sulded me. Ic is due, rather, to the nature
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of the subject matter itself that Blumhardt was given
a specially clear view of his own life just when he spoke
of his father, and that, in the light of the "M8ttlingen
days," he was able to see with particular clarity what nhis
owni times demanded.

With Blumhardt it was never a matter of a proud or
wistful glorification of the past, but always a linking up
with a living history, a history which also served to support
and guide his own life. M8ttlingen was for him the "birth-
place in which we actually have our being even today,"

"the ground upon which we stand and grow.'" His one great
desire in recalling the past days in M8ttlirgen and Bad
Boll was tnat through this 1ife in the former birthplace,
through the standing and growing upon the old ground, there
would be ever new experiences of God's wonderful manifes-~
tations, and that through these experiences a living con-
tinuation of that history of God among men would oJe given.

So th

L

past lives on in the present and points toward
the future. Upheld by what was experienced in the past,
Blumhardt listened continually for what God has to say
today and through this was able to testify to "what God
wants to become in the world.' For Blumhardt "m8ttlingen”
was in no sense a history bounded by place and time. Not
at all! Just as the old M8ttlingen lived on in the Bad Boll

f the father, so the "8ttlingen and Bad Boll of the father

@]

lived on in the Bad Boll of the son. For this reason

Rlumhardt sometimes counted the years of his 1life and the
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years of his congregation as beginning with the birth of his
father, and especially from the time of the father's decisive
experience in the MBttlingen "fight” during the years 1842
and 1843. ©On his birthdays all thoughts of his own birth--
he was born June 1, 18L2--were put into the background

in thinking of what his father had fought for and won through
faith just at that time. And, in fact, what would his life
have oeen without this ‘Jesus is Victor? which the father had
then experienced in such an overwhelning way.: The spirit of
the Bad Boll of the son was actually the same divine truth
and reality whieh first tlazed up cver the M&ttlingen of the
father. Thus Blumhardt would on occasion glve a visitor

from MBttlingen many greetings to take back with him, asking
him to tell the peopie there that “we carry Mdttlingen on our
hearts, and whenever we speak of Bad Boll we actually mean

'MBttlinsen.'"

This it not the place to give a detailed account of the
story of the {ight and victory in Mdttlingen. However, in
order to understend the many references to those days in
MBttlingen, a few remarks are essential. For the rest, I
rould emphatically recommend the unlque viography of the
father Blumnardt which Friedrich Zindel wrote out of his
deep understanding of and affection for the old Mdttlingen
of the father as well as the new Bad Boll of the son.

In the frightful illness of the Gottliebin Dittus who

i

[¥7]

<o often ment’-ned in this book, the father Blumhardt
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perceived the work of the "dominion of darkness" which the
Bible speaks of. He did not, however, simply accept it with
false resignation, for the same Bible also, and above all,
witnesses to the One who "has delivered us from the dominion
of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved
Son” (Col. 1:13). He asked himself whether this kingdom,
which at one time had advanced so mightily with victory
after victory over the kingdom of darkness, should now simply
capitulate before the prince of this world. He did not
piously accommodate himself to the need which confronted
him; he did not simply try to console himself about this
darkness; he struggled for concrete help, for true deliver-
ance from it. Blumhardt saw himself placed before that
deepest and actually central question of faith: Can we
accept God as a reality, even in the face of the hard facts
and frightful realities of this world? And even while the
fight was going on, he was able to experience who was really
Lord, also on earth. God on high responded to his cry
with deeds and allowed him to experience "a gracious, power-
ful intervention of the Saviour...just as he had read in
the Bible as a child." Above all, the fruit and true ending
of this nearly two-year struggle, was that he experienced
a complete and lasting victory. The real significance of
this was expressed in the final cry of the sick, but now
permanently healed, person: “Jesus 1s Victor!" Even
thirty-five years later on the anniversary of this victory,

the father Blumhardt said in a sermon, "That was a personal
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struggle with the personalities of darkness, which we fought
for a year and nine months in order to see who would be
master--I in the name of the Lord, Jesus, or they with

theilr old resistance to the living God. I remained courageous
in the Lord Jesus. FEven when we went through hard times and

I was driven to the extreme., the thought of Jesus, the begin-
ning and the end of faith, kept me strong. In the end even
the darkness had +to cry out: 'Jesus is Victor.' With this

my task was st an end.”

It may be there was a side to this struggle which bore
the stamp of the time in which it took place--a side which
unfortunately all too often monopolized the interest of the
curious on tne one hand and the criticism of the supercilious
on the other. "We may judge these events as we like," as the
son Blumhardt once said, "one thing remains certain: a deep
experience of new l1life and of new hope for l1life sprang out
of that time and bLecame a reality in the hearts of thousaads.”

These last words already indicate that this "fight" and
its victory weve conly the beginning of further '"graclous
interventions of the Lord." They paved the way for a whole
series of events in which it was experienced again and again
that Jesus 1s Victor! In particular, a radical awakening
came about among the whole congregation. Forgiveness of
sins was experierced as a reality, and countless numbers of
sick people were healed in a wonderful way. Zlndel, who was
present during thoze great days in M8ttlingen, spoke about

them when Blumhardt died. He saia:
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Straight after theose hidden struggles with the
powerz of darkness, in which Blumhardt experi-
enced for the first time the direct intervention
of the Lord Jesus, a movement arose. This move-~
ment, with its sober, genuine repentance and with
its power of complete forgiveness, recalled the
days of John the Baptist. And by the power of
the Tpirit and the abundance of miracles which
happened to all kinds of sick people, it brought
to mind the days of “he apostles. Yes, sc great
was the power of his preaching that we hardly had
tline te Joox around Lefore a new miracle occurred,
and during the sermon the personal nearness of
the [~rd madje us forget fhv rerson of the speaker.
We =cnsed sormething of the Jesus Christ of
"vesteriay'--that 1g to say, of 1800 years ago--
wno shows us "today” iust what it 1s that is
offare:d o men in Hinm d how greatly we need
this, and only this. *us. now. We felt that

’:S
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thiz wan velonged ©2 all mankind. We felt that
it was the Lord Himself who revealed and pro-
clai through this nan that He it is who will
buil His Zion onece again, the Cne who is
the “s=arms in all eternity”; who paves the way
for the plorious and blessed end of the world's
history. as e fovestold through the prophets,

and whc wants to say to us: "Hope for this";
"Long for this"; "Pray for this.”

IS hecones clear in tnese words what finally was the
nost wonderful fruit to ripen in those "“ibttlingen days."
The Saviour opened a door, as it wers, "through which He

could mere fully, more truly, more in accord with His own

saving »111l, than perhaps anywhere else, reach those

whe labtor azd are heavy-laden.’ Through this "Open door"
an alteogetier new lizht streamed into the world: he light

of hepa., After the layirs of this "ground for miracles"
in liBttiinzen, ona could expect to see on this ground an
moxre powerful manifestation of the Kingdom
of God =mong men. The invssions of our human werld by the
ingdom of God which Blumhardt was able to experience were

tc him, above all else, significant as a pledge of the
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Biblical promise of a new world, redeemed from the curse of
the Fall and restored to 1lts primeval state.

in that sermon of a later date to which we have already
referred, Blumhardt says, "It was a tremendous time. Whoever
saw and experienced it had to agree that it was no accident.
It was a foretaste of a much greater time of salvation which
was yet to come, not confined to one congregation, but over
all the world."” Tnis hopeful view of the world is guite

characteristic of Blumhardt. “The coming of God to the earth
ana the carrying-out of His will determined all Blumhardt's
thinking and actiocnz and culminated in the cry: tJesus
comes!'" The early Caristian hope of Christ's return for
the consummation of His Kingdom found a highly significant
rebirth in Blumhardt's message. In contrast to the many
who preached the Christ who came, he knew himself called
to preach the Christ who is to come. It 1s characteristic
that this preacner of the coming Christ also showed the
deepest understanding for the Christ who came. Conversely,
out of the truc understanding of the Christ who came grew
the expectaticn of the coming Christ. Christ is, in fact,
both the one who came and ths coming one~--"He who is and
who was and whe is to come...the same yesterday and today
and for ever.®

In connection with this “waiting for and hastening the

3

coming of the day of the Lord," Blumhardt also expected a

#2 Peter 3:12.
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new outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Without the shattering
and renewal which would ccme witr such an outpouring, he
could not imagine thal’ men would be truly prepared for the
coming of the Lord. Indeed, ke expected the fulfillment
of this promise. as alsc the coming of Christ, to occur
already in tinis time in which he and his people and the
whole expecient Church were placed, and he laid the greatest
emphasis on being prepared for this decisive act of the
Lord. Christi.nity in general may have had a place some-
where in its doctrine for this final coming of Christ,
but, in feect, it was hardliy taken serloucly. Blumhardt,
however, lived in the “soon’ of the Lord Jesus. Giving us
a desp insight into his character, he cnce said of this
"soon": "This 1ittle word 'soon! is my child." Zindel
commerted on *this at Blumhardt's burial. He said:

He had a right to say this, for he was the first
to express it so clearly and firmly. And, all
unnoiticed, the waves of his expectancy soread out

in ever greater circles throughout the Evangelical
Zhurch. We can also turn it around and say that

this little word "soon®™ is a heavenly decree and

that you, dear Blumhardt, are its child. In the

same way this house, Bad Boll, is also a child of

this listle word "soon."

It is a Tact that through Blumhardt a new expectation
of the coming Kingdom of God was awakened. Because this
man grasped and represented this "scon' in such a living
way on earth, Hzaven, too, did something to hcip it forward.
This "standing in the 'soon' cf the Lcrd Jesus" becomes a

power which brings the Lord closer, as it were, which hastens

His coming and causes Him to already send forerunners of His
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coming now." The Blumharcdts themselves, father and son, may
be regarded as such fcrerunners, proclaiming and paving the
way for the cominrg of the Loxl. And indeed, the whole
history of MEttlingen and Bad Boll, in which their lives
were embedded, was of great significance for God's breaking
forth into the world.

Blumhardt's new athitude of faith with its living
expectation ¢of the ccming of the Lord, for the victory of
God's cause upon eartn, found & characteristic expression

riven tc him in those M8ttlingen days.

<«

in the song which was
This song, which from then on and over many years was Sung
by the Mottlingen and Bad Foll congregations as a fitting
expression of ever new experiences, is the song with which
we have opened and closed the message of Christoph Blumhardt
in this volume: ‘“Jesus is Victoricus King."

Blumhardt held on to this hope until the end of his
life. Indeec¢, he himself definitely hoped toc experience
something of the greatress of the coming cf the Lord, and
bis death camz unexpectedly, both for him and those around
him. Even the nearness cf death was unable fo shake his
firm hope and expectabtion. One of the last things he said
was, "The Lord will, in His kindness, grant rniercy fo all
people.” The Tollowing words of his son Christoph in the
morning devoticns of TFebruary 26, 1880, which is to say
the morning after the c¢eath of his father at 10 o'clock
the previous evening--bring to expression how even at this
time of greatest woakness Blumhardt was concerned with the

victory of Cheist, and how,beyond his own death, he expested something
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to be given in Bad Boll for this viectory. "And now a third
word our beloved father spoke. Thils was yesterday afternoon
when he was extremely weak. I sat next to him, and he spoke
sorrowfully. I replied; among other things, 'Victory will
come!’ Then, with his last strength, he lifted up his
hand and iaid it on my head in blessing, with the words

‘I bless you for the victory.'"

Thnis "M&ttlingen, the scene of battle and victory,"
with its ever-new manifestations of the victorious power

of Jesus and its living hope for Christ's return to gain

P
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ory. was the ground upon which the son Christoph
Blumhardt "stood and grew.' This was the M8ttlingen which,
from 1852 on, hecame Bad Boll, after the "witness to that
which God wants to achiesve in the world" had burst the

narrow confines of the Church and the ministry.

It could nct be otherwise than that the wonderful
experiences of ths father and the hopes that these nourished
were imprinted at an early age on the responsive mind of the
child, providing him above allwithaliving impression of Jesus,
the Victor. Even at the age of thirteen we see the boy
eagerly copnying out his father’s sermons. He wrote later
that with deep interest he looked into his father's inner-
most Leing as he met it in these sermons and devetions.

Until he was sixteen he was taught by his father in all

subieets necessary for his further education. 1In this,
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the father was surely concerned to familiarize his son with
his own biblical and theologlcal views. Bad Boll remained
Christoph's spiritual home, tihe soil which nourished him,
right through the years at school: 1858 at the Stuttgart
secondary sclhicol, 1859 at the theclogical seminary in Urach,
and from 1862 tc 1866 a% the Uriversity of TUbingen. Because
of this background. the lectures of his theological mentors
were apt to leave nim cold. He confessed that he "could

find no taste for theolopy with its positive and negative
researches in all thelr subjective complexity.” He expressed
the deeper rceason for this disinterest in theology in one

of the devoticnal addresses included in this volume (number 78):

I, tco, would not believe in such a God. Even at

he university I thought to myself, "If what you
preachi to mec 1s God, then I am through--I will

not become a parcson. The words are the same, but

the spirit is missing. You raise ur a God without

hands, without a mouth, without feet, and we can

do whatever we like while God has to keep guiet

and do nothing." No, thank you! I will not

believe in such =z Ged.

Waturaily, there 1s a difference betwsen the child or
adolescent growing up in an atmosphere of God's nearness,
taking his surroundings for granted, and the grown-up
deliberately participating in such a life and bearing wit-
ness on the basis cf his own experiences. As a youth
Slumhardt suifered under having to be, as it were, simply
a spectator of the events that took place before his eyes
in Bad Boll, and just because of the wealth of true life

he sew around nim, he felt a “wretch® in those years. As

a student he was well able to grasp the radical difference
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between the God whom the theologians expounded and the
Church preached, on the cne hand, and on the other, the
God who manifested Himself in Bad Boll. But he himself
did not really feel part of the life which made Bad Boll
thls extraordinary "Zion of God upon earth."

I indeed grew up under the protection of my

parentscand of thegpiritual fire which at all

times f1lled them, yet I felt shut out, and

for ms the 1ife of Bad Boll remained at a

distance, something holy and inaccessible to

my soul. To be sure, I Telt a great longing,

but as I could not find the way of truly

sharing in this l1ife, I mostly went about

sorrowfully., 1In contrast to the heights

achieved by the many who gathered around my

parencs with vibrant, Jjoyful hope, my life

seen:d dreary, often almost hopeless.
Ever as a curate Blumhardt was close to resigning from the
ministry which he had taken up more to please his father
than from any inclination of his own. And when he became
assistant to his father in Bad Boll, he just wanted to
help him in any way he could, and he took on the rost
humble cduties.

Things were to turn out differently, however.

In later years I was gripped by events taking

place around my father. My thirst for genuine

life was stilled by a little drop of heavenly

water, and thils was enough to awaken the same

powerful life which had taken hold of those
elder friends in M8ttlingen.

"The light of God's truth and reality shone down from
above," znd fell into his 1ife too. That "little point"--
the awureness that "God is! God is breaking forth!" and
"God is my God! Cod is my father!" entered also into

his heart.
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"This little point makes us as clever as we need to be.
I can testify to that. I have never learned a text and was
never able to memorize a verse; but when this broke in upon
me, I knew more in a week than all the theologians." Now
Blumhardt was in that "heavenly school in which God Himself
is able to speak." Now he knew that '"there 1s a difference
between learning what Jesus is and experiencing what Jesus
is." And "We must experience something that comes from
Heaven; then we know what the Kingdom of God is."

By the "events that took place around my father,"
which had such a decisive influence upon Blumhardt, is meant,
above all, the death of Gottliebin Dittus on January 26,
1872. The 1ife history of this remarkable woman and fellow-
fighter of the father Blumharit was linked to Blumhardt's
own life history in a particularly holy, earnest, and deep
way, and influenced him enormously. From 1846 on she was
completely 2 part of Blumhardt's household and moved with
him to Bad Boll. She was not only the most faithful support
for his wife in the running of the large household and in
bringing up the children, but she was an indispensable aid
to him, especially in caring for the mentally ill people
among these who came seeking help. Significantly, the
Blumhardt children looked upon her as a second mother,
calling hzar "Mamo" to distinguish her from the real Mama,
ané¢ 1t remained an unanswerad question in their hearts
which one meant mest to them. Her marriage to Thecdore

Broderson, Blumhardt's support in the outward administration
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of Bad Boll, emphasized even more the significance of
her place in the household. Such an authority, an inward
greatness, and a steadfast loyalty came to expression in
her bearing that it made an exceedingly deep impression,
above all upon Blumhardt himself and his house. So it was
not surprising that her painful illness later on, which
lasted for years, became a new "fight" for Blumhardt, a
fight which did not lack for victories but which ended
in defeat, with her death. This death became for Blumhardt and
his household a remarkable turning-point. which moved them
all first to repentance and to a still greater and more
decisive earnestness. But it was also the signal for a
new spiritual revival.

This event, which so deeply affected the father

Blumhardt's life, was also of crucial significance for
the breaking in of that genuine life the son thirsted for.
It was with good reason that January 26th, the day of
Gottliebin's death, became oreof the most meaningful
anniversaries for the younger Blumhardt. In the meetings
on this day he again and again touched upon the deepest
and most personal matters. Blumhardt experienced at
Gottliebin's death-bed, (the father was away in Stuttgart
at the time), that "remarkable birth" to which he repeatedly
referred. Even years later he declared on this anniversary,
"That is my day, given into my heart!" In the same meeting
he said, "It was a night of death, the darkness and light

of which are still with us, and the light shines upon us
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even today. We have an open door today because something
was fought out. It came about largely through the death of
Gottliebin which opened up a new time for us."

Indeed, Blumhardt places the decisive hours of this
night of death side by side with that which his father
experienced in M8ttlingen at the memorable Christmas of
1843 by the sick bed of this same CGottliebin:

There is something which in M8ttlingen caused

tne sudden turn of events, when the superior

power of Jesus Christ broke forth to gain the

victory, and it ended with "Jesus 1s Victor."

And in that night of death a higher battle was

fought, and again it ended with "Jesus i1s Victor!®

This is what has sustained us, right up till

now. This one thing has remained: the contact,

the living contact with the Lord Jesus, who does

not cease caring for the earth and for mankind.

He goes forward step by step, allowing His

children on earth to feel the touch of His victory.

In this way a forward movement can be seen and

felt. '"Jesus is Victor" still is true and certaln

for ug.

It should be mentioned in this connection that the new
1ife which was awakened so powerfully in Blumhardt also
gripped Friedrich Zlindel. Blumhardt could say later, "When
he sensed this new creative strength at work in me, it
entered intc him, too; he felt it himself and could see 1t
with eyes that were illumined by grace and truth.” Zlindel
had come to éttlingen when still a very young man, at the
time of the great awakening. Here he "absorbed the full
joy of those dayvs, the joy about living deeds of God upon
hundreds of people." Afterward he seems to have remalned

away for many years, preoccupied with his scientific research,

and almost losing all contact with M8ttlingen and Bad Boll.
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"It was as if he had fallen asleep, and I heard nothing
of him until I was thirty years old, in 1872."

At that time there was a meeting between the two
which had far-reaching consequences, both for them and
for the spreading of the truth which had broken through
in M8ttlingen and Bad Boll. "He, the much older, highly
educated scholar, as much at home in theology and philo-
sophy as in the natural sciences and mathematics...I, an
ignoramus. a man who never in his 1ife learned anything,
and upon whom he looked down from the throne of his
scientific superiority.” Nevertheless, "When he saw
that I had become a better theologian than he. from a
different source, so that I impressed him in every way,
all that he had experienced earlier was awakened again
in him and he experienced a new birth." So it was from
tne same experience that they both came to represent
something in the world, even though they came to 1t from
totally different backgrounds: 'He from out of his
scientific rubbish, and I from out of my common, good-
for-nothing nature, received new life out of the same
experience and from then on helped one another."

This new lire, which thus also took hold of and
renewed Zundel, did not, of course, go unnoticed by the
father Elumhardt. Already in a report he wrote about
the last suffering ané death of Gottliebin, he mentioned
that "It was a source of great pain and concern to

Gottliebin that my children grew so slowly into the special
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spirit of the household. She feared the collapse of my
house and of a work of God, and could almost see this
happening before her eyes.'" He added, however, that her
longing was fulfilied then through her death: '"From that
point on the new spirit she wished for them for the sake of
the Lord broke through in everyone, and she herself became
aware of this even as she lay dying. Of course this must
still grow, but at least it has taken root in them all."
He, father Blumhardt. even railses the significant question,
"Did she perhaps have to die, that is, be a sacrifice for
us, so that this might come about?"

From now on the son really was able to assist his
father, and he stood by him as a help and deputy, parti-
cularly in spiritual matters. Now, when he preached, it
was a witness fte something he had seen and experienced, and
with this he also proclaimed the great truths that had
energed from the spiritual struggles connected with the
events at Mbttlingen and Bad Boll. Now he was able to say
of himself what he had always felt to be the essence of
his father's proclamation. "I proclaim what I have seen
and touched, and my father cried out to all the world what
he had experienced."” 0Out of what was laid into his heart
he was then able to stand by and give something to his
father when the elder Blumhardt's end suddenly and unexpect-
edly drew near and seemed to shatter his greatest hopes.

We have already mentioned the words of the dying father

with which he blesszed his son "for the victory." In this
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conniection let us not only consider what the father sald
to the son, but also what the son sald in reply to the
father's "sorrowful word." When he said, "Victory will come,"
it was not one of those human words of comfort such as are
sometimes thrown out to sick people in order to momen-
tarily reassure them. 1t was a word spoken out of a holy
conviction, 2 wowd "mot in plausible words of human wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and the power" (1 Cor.
2:4), The father felt this and knew it, and in the assur-

o

ance of victory he drew from it, he laid his hand in blessing

upon the scn's head and said, "I bless you for the vietory."
To Moses on his death bed, Joshua became a comfort,

for Joshua was to lead the people on inte the prcmised

land, whereas Moses himself had to stay behind, tired unto

death by the long years of wandering. And in the same way

the son tecame a comfort for the dying father Blumhardt.

In confident expectation that the cause he had served all

his life would continue, he gave his blessing to the son

for thiz continuatilon.

The d:ath of tae father Rlunhandt was an extremely serious
eventc for Bad Boll. All who felt close to the place and
recognized its significance for the cause of God nmight
well have had grave misgivings as to how it would continue
now. rom the very beginning, however, it was plain to
the son Christoph that the glorious history which had begun

in Wbttlircen and Bad Boll must not simply cease with the
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death of its first champion. He saw very clearly and
was quite certain that what they had experienced was not
his father's doing; it was Jesus with His victorious power
who was behind all these events. This strengthened him in
those difficult days and filled him with an unshakeable
certainty of victory. It also put into his mouth that word
of assurance of victory which he spoke to his dying father.

He expressaé this in the morning devotions of February
26, 1880, immediately following the above-mentioned account
of the father's blessing. Christoph said, "We will accept
that we are blessed for the victory. Armed with this blessing,
we will be paticnt and have faith. We want to go on striving
for victory until it bzcomes manifest to all how much can
be won through patierice and faith. Praise and thanks be
to God that we can even now enter into the victory of Jesus
Christ. In the end he will bring salvation to all the world."
And at the conclusion of his father's burial, he gave to the
sorrowing congregation the short, simple address with which
this volume begins and in which we find the following
characteristic words:

Through the years, we have witnessed wonderful

demonstrations of God's presence among us which

have always pointed to the fact that Jesus 1s

Victor! And now that our father is no longer

among us, we still need the victoriocus Saviour;

we must have Him, and we will have Him! I have

this request to you: Take away from our dear

Father's grave the deep impression and sure

certainty that Jegus is Victor!

At tnls earnest moment, "as an expressicn of the feeling

of victory,” Blumhardt started that old MYttlingen song
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of victory, whose origin he had told about in this unusual
funeral sermon.

ZUndel, who had nastened over from Winterthur for the
durial and spoke at the ceremonv, also did not simply give
wa/ to theushts of grief, although he felt deeply how
serious tiis death was. There was no doubt in his mind
that even this heavy event must serve a "going forward."
Fully awsre of the importance of the Servant for the work
of the Lord, ne addressed a significant word to Bad Boll,
"Blumbardt's deayr householid." He saild:

and the work

Keep to the blessing, the purpos
n or f2lls by

of your father. Your house stands

the principle on whiech it was built; for it is
net your house, but the Lord's. Hold to what you
nave, dear house, that no one reobs vou of your
crown, The work of the Lord presses onward with
you, dear house, for the Saviour dces not like

o change, or even without you, if you should

not want i%.

e
d
i

At the end he addressed himself to Christoph in particular,

f

whore relationship te his father in the last decade had,

he said, been like that of Joshua tco Moses, and because
of this 7ldndel read the words the Lord had spoken to
Joshua-

loses my servant is dead; now, therefore, arise;
go ovzr this Jordan, you and a2ll this people,
into the land which I am giving to them....as
was with Moses, sc I will be with you; I will
net fail you nor forsake you. Be strong and

of good ccurage; for you shall cause this people
to inherit the land which I swore to their
fathers to give them....Be strong and of good
couraze; be not frightened, neither be dismayed;
for the Lord your God is with you wherever you
go {Joshua 1:1-9)...

1
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It was this consciousness of having been given a task
and a responsibility like Joshua's which determined Blumhardt's
course during the whole time after the death of his father.
He felt deeply certain that this movement, begun under such
powerful signs of God, must not become lost in the wilder-
ness, but be led on toward the promised land. And he was
fully aware of the responsibility which rested especially
on him for its continuation. In the fears that would come
over him in the face of this responsibility he found comfort
in the exalted Jesus alone, the One who lives today just as
He did yesterday. Blumhardt was never self-confident,
never placed trust in the natural gifts of men. He conceded,
"I do not deny that with Papa something of God's person which
dwelt in him has been taken away. Something that was given
to him at MBttlingen for the victory and the radical conver-
sion there, has gone. As far as we as persons are concerned,
we are now in somewhat the position he was in before his
victory in M8ttlingen." Christoph immediately added, how-
ever, "But as far as the cause is concerned, we are further

on, for we have the benefit of what he fought through and

Throughcut Blumhardt's proclamation at that time we
hear the tone which, for example, he strongly emphasized
in the mesting on Ascension Day, 1830:

It should not be that now we are overcome.
Believe me, that hurts the majesty of Jesus
Christ In Heaven. We must not act as though
for us the Savicur were dead, however weak,
pocr, and irsignificant we may feel ourselves
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to bte. The exalted Jesus Christ llves, and lives
for us as for the men of old. We shall yet experi-
erice that the stronger and more courageous our
sense of the Majesty of Jesus Christ, the more we
shall go forward! We must in truth remain people
of victory, for we have experienced scmething of
the Majesty of Jesus Christ. We know that 1t is
He who lives, and with Him, the faithful, here
and beyond. He lives! And the Lord's cause must
go forward triumphently! If even one little worm
toox this stand the whole world could accomplish
nothing against this one little worm.

Cn the next anniversary of the father's birth, after

1is death, Christoph satd at the midday meal:

We are not dead, we are alive. If there were an

appearance of wilting and dying, I would be the

saddest person among you. But I know the Lord

has made us. This is a source of joy, for what

He has made, He will also preserve. What we have

experienced is a new world; truly we already live

in a newly created world! We live in a newly

created time! This is what this day proclaims

to us, and this is how it will be until all men

see it!

In a meeting at the conclusion of the Church Year in
that decisive vear of 1880, Blumhardt read from the little
book of daily watchwords put out by the Moraviars: "Simeon
looked for the consolation of Israel.” He then first
referrzé to his father as also being such a Simeon, and
continued, "Now we no longer have one, so our household,
as the Church, must become a Simecn. We must stand to-
gether as one man and represent Simeon.” When such a man
dies, "...we cannot say, 'Now it 1s all over.' No, the
man does not die as long as we continue in the way."

lew Year's %ve, 1880, bore very much the imprint of
the loss which the past year had inflicted upon Bad Boll.

During the evening meeting Blumhardt said, in reference to

Psalm 69:2G:
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Ani so Blumhardt's vision was always directed forward,
never backward in nostalglc memories; for what the life of
his father had won did not lie in the past, but in the
future. It was, after all, a powerful testimony to what
God wants to become in the world. The son's life was
also a life of hope and expectancy, a life in the promise.
Blumhard: truly stood unéer the light of the Lords' coming.
His hope was constantly fed by a wealth of things seen and
experienced. The Lord's future, in which he lived, already
descended ever again into the present, for the Lord not
only comes, but also is. That is why the word "soon" was
taken sc sericusly by the son Blumhardt. "Do you know
what we understand by serving God with all our hearts?

I will tell you: it means to remember always that the
3aviour will come scon, and that we must every day be
prepared for Him to come, whenever He may choose!" And
there was no lack of experiences of this "soon.” "I tell
you, He has already come several times; you just did not
notice it. Zeveral forerunners have been in the house,
but only I noticed it, nobody else.”

What Blumhardt clearly recognized, and firmly grasped
as his own decisive task in the first year after the death
of his father, was the struggle to continue the activity
of the father., This was fundamental for all those years.
The whole present volume testifies to this, as will also
a few words taken from addresses given in the later years

of this first period, but which are not included in this



book. On the anniversary of his father's death, in 1882,
Blumhardt ended the morning devotions with these words:

We stand here as pgullty people, but not as dead
and ruined pesopile. His passing had to help us
to new life. 1t had to bring us clarity in our
waywardness and had to make us yearn for heavenly
things., for a life truly lived for the Saviour,
completely for the Saviour, with whom we know
our father to be. And if the Saviour can remain
with us, yes, bexzin anew with us, because we
humble ourselves, lHe can also preserve for us
that of God which wes given us in our father.
Truly, He can even increase it for us, so, 1lnstead
of losing, we shall hzve gained. Today we can say
with joy that the Saviour has not withdrawn from
us. And with the passing away of our father, that
which was most precious to us in him has not passed
away--soretining of God which upholds us, guides us,
and fills us with hope for a continued increase in
God's loving deeds for the world.

(January 25, 1882)

In the sermon at the wedding of a son of Gottliebin
Broderson, nes Dittus, Blumhardt sazid:

Our whole community, our house, and the history of
our house, praciaim to us the name of Jesus. Many
years age already, in a special way, it was shown
to us whoe Jesus is. We who are here, who have
heard sc many testinonies tc ift, can certainly
know wiho He is, why He came, and that He wants

to be Lord among us and in all the world. That
history of divins deeds with i1ts testimony that
Jesus Chriszt is the Lord has never come to an end.
Ever since then each year has brought us a new
witness that this Jesus Christ 1lives, that He is
alive for us, and for all, and that He fights
and conquers for the whole world. It would have
been all cover for our community long ago if

iving pcwers from Heaven, working by our
father's sid=, had not established something
which places us in eternity and gives us per-
manencs for this time here cn earth. And it is
not only we children and our children who have
felt something of this breath cf eternity which
comes from the name of Jesus. Large circles of
friends have gradually come Into being, even far
away--we could almost say in every land--and they
have felt this too. In all we experienced, also
in many later events, even in the passing away



of ocur beloved Gottliebin and our beloved father
beliind whom we could feel new powers of God at
work; in all we have experienced in good and
evil days, in the pain of struggle and in the
joy of victory, thls name of Jesus appears before
us as something quite different from anything
this world has to offer. Yes, you should know
that we avalt the glorious revelation of our
great God and Saviour, here upon earth. We expect,
not for ourselves but for all the places where
the Lord Jesus is being served,that the Father
in Heaven will gain glory for Himself over against
all that is earthly and sinful; all that 1is of
death; all that wants te destroy us; all cor-
ruption of darkness, all that is of the Devil.
That is what we awalt, that is what we want to
achieve by ocur service, when we are there where
Jesus Christ is.

(January 23, 1883)

Yepbruary 25, 1885:

Today it is the 25th of February, an important
anniversary for us. We celebrate it as a birthday
in the true sense of the word, for our dear grand-
father is not dead. Five full years have passed
and through him we have been blessed by the
Saviour as His servants right up to this day.
These years have not been much different from

the years in which the people of Israel were
preserved in Egypt by signs and wonders, and then
were led through the Red Sea and through the
wilderness. It would pain our father if we clung
to him and saw his name as too important. Then
we might forget what the Lord asks of us today,
and what He is concerned about now. Therefore
let us all strive to let go of the name Blum-
hardt, in which the Saviour has blessed us, and
take hold of that Name which the name Blumhardt
leads us to--the Namz of Jesus. IMay His power
and His spirit alone lead us in the way that is
now asked of us. Times change very quickly;

we are faced by new tasks and new demands. BEut
there is also no lack of new demonstrations of
the Spirit and the power, nor is there lack of

a new language through the Spirit of God which,
to btegin with, will convert the hearts of indi-
viduals, and, finally, will be poured ouf over
the whole world. And so may the Lord Jesus, as
we stand at the grave of our father, strengthen
us anew in His name. May He make us His servants,
pure in spirit, and with hearts that are awake
when something new comes.

675
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June 16, 1885:

It was just in these days, forty-three years ago,
that our father stood in the most intense fight

in M8%ttlingen. Then he sighed and cried out,

"Lord Jesus, I am your servant. And where your
servant is, your name shall prevail. Your power
shall be made manifest over against all the powers

of darkness and evil in this world!" And an

answer cane from Heaven. Thls answer consisted

in nothing but deeds of the Lord Jesus, from that
time on. Fven today we still live in this continu-
ous stream of deeds the Lord Jesus does for us.

We are people whom the Lord Jesus has gathered and
bound together in all kinds of struggles and SOrTOWS,
and vicissitudes of life. The goal of all this is
that Jesus beccmes Victor and that we, standing in
the glow of the faviour, testify to 21l the world
that Jesus lives, Jesus is Victor, Jesus comes, Jesus
will lieht up the whole of creation! Even now we

can see Jesus in His future. As those who await

Him, we stand in the light of His future. It is

the greatest thing of all tc be able to stand here
and say, "The Lord is coming." We tell you: "The
Lord will come soon."” We live in this "soon" of

the Lord Jesus, in the light of His future for

all creation.

o oc.

Hﬁg%%g%élth%&§2Viour begins, He goes on with,that
11fe wiil not die. That is why we do not hang our
heads and cannot muster the grief people commonly
display....We rejoice because we have nheard a voice
from Heaven procliaiming the Saviour to us. We want
to belong to the people of God. But we can only
belong when the promise dwells in our nearts. If
this is o, and we ave faithful, there will be a
thread reaching into Heaven, and we shall know what
the Holy 3pirit is. When our hearts flame up to

the throne of God in longing for the Kingdom of God
to come, something will come down from above in order
to bring this about, and we can recognize the Holy
Spirit once more. Meanwhile we should not forget
that God does allow us to experience a great deal

of that which belongs to the Saviour's future. We
are not only people who wait. A people of the promise
are not merely a people who wait, but a people who
nave something. When I think of all that we have
had in those six years since Grandfather died, it
would be o shame for someone to weep and be unhappy
today. Just think of what we have!...Servants of

the Lord Jesus should be such as nave seen the Heavens
open above *hsm. If there is something we can pralse
in ouyr father’s 1life, it is that in him we saw the



Saviour again, working invisibly upon him with
the result that the Heavens opened once more,
letting the powers of God have free access to us.

Summer, 1887:

The more we draw upon and treasure the past deeds
of God, the better we are able to experience
divine history--the deeds God brings about
today. Not the strange and curious things
sorcerers accomplish, but the miracles God does.
It is not men who shall become great; no--what
is of God in Christians shall come to the fore!
So ths Christians will be quite unimportant and
only what is of God will stand out. Then every-
one can say to himself: I, too, can be such a
person! Do not waste time worrying whether you
can do this; just remember that it is not you

as a person who does it, but God. And 1f you
can psive pralse for the deeds cof God you have
already experienced, oh how much can then be
given teo you! You can, one might say, experience
biblical history within your own selves.

June 1, 1537:

Our beloved God upholds us. This makes me glad
even though I have a year benind mc which, I dare
say, was the pitterest of my life. A year

agn on this day I recelved the first indication
that I must be prepared for something to happen
--in short, that my mother would die. And it
happened--that was my birthday present! Then
death fell upon me like an armed man, and in a
short time there were five graves in the cemetery.
Among them was my dearly beloved Theophil whose
passing, humanly speaking, affected, and §t111
affects me much more than people might think.
Then my Catherina, Gottliebin's sister, had to
leave us, and that was also more than hard.
Finally, my Hans also had to go. That just
about wiped out everycne I had looked to for
support. Well, I thank my God that it is like
this. Now I want to see whether we are founded
in men or in God. T believe that if we are true
children we shall be carried. We feel this most
of all when we lose so much, when those whom we
should sc like to depend on are taken away from
us. And this makes us happy again, it comforts
us. On the one hand we lose something; on the
cther we see that we are being upheld, we can

g0 on. With this attitude we can envision the
future--not, of course, in the strength of the
horse nor with the courage of the warrior, but
in the strength of the men of faith. As men cf
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faith we can see the world crumble around us
and yet remain upright ourselves, for we know
that our foundation is elsewhere. And so we
celebrate this day with joy, and with great
peace, in the Lord. Do not ascribe what belongs
to God to a human being--not to me, either! It
does not depend upon me, or my mother, even
though we are tools. If our cause were no
higher than a human cause, I would not want to
go on for another hour, and I could not be
happy either. But because it does not depend
upon men, I say: Give up nothing! Give up
nothing of the very highest that 1is promised
us accoerding to Scripture! Let us go on!
Forward, in the strength of what we have been
shown, toward that which is heavenly! This

is what we want to look forward to--the very
highest! We wiil not be despondent, but
courageous; not timid, but bold. It is
waiting for us in iHeaven, whoever can seilze
hold of it and pull it down can have it.

¥ O % ¥ ¥ ¥

We can see by these words alone that Blumhardt's
struggle for the continuation of the divine history of
M8ttlingen and Bad Boll was not in vain. He truly "con-
tinued the work of Bad Boll" and, with this, experienced
ever new manifestations of the Victor with whom that
history had once begun.

The father's death did not mean the end of the story
of MBttlingen and Bad Bell, as had been expected by friends
and opponents, sadly or with gratification. In its inde-
pendence froecm the verson of its first exponent, this history
revealed its true origin and the source of its strength.
Blumhardt eloquently expressed his joy about this in the
sermen delivered in Berlin on March 12, 1888, at the end

of this first period.
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is why I re¢jolce like a child that when my
her died, I, poor wretch that I am, was able
centinue this cause., I want to say quite
nkly that for me the greatest miracle I can

think of in triz time is that I cculld continue

my father's cause, because all the circumstances

spoke against it....This is no merit of mine,

for I was by nature qulte unfitted for this

task....Cne thing I did nave though: I thought

to myself that...as long as the Sarlicur takes

things in hand, it will not depend upon what I

an.

One year latcr he wrote, "Isn't the Kingdom of God
more than the man who scrves it? At that time God gave me
the strength to carry on with & lively joy as if nothing
had changed, in spite of all the notions that now Md8ttlingen
and Bad Boll were finished." It was a fact that nothing
had changed. Just as his father had done, the son stood
there as a mighty witness of the victoricus power of Jesus.
And out of ever new experiences the Bell congregation could
start their old song of victory: "Jesus 1s Victorious King.

It was just during these years that Blumhardt also
carried his witness farther afield. He 1iked tc take part
in missionary gztherings, Bible festivals, and similar
events, Jjust as his father nad before him. We meet him
as the main spezker on such occasions, in Calw, Reutlingen,
Karlsruhe, Frankfurt on Main, Barmen, Elverfeld, and Strass-
burg. Above alli, he made annual journeys to Switzerland
and spoke there repeatedly in Winterthur and in nearby
Prelenstein, alsc a%t times in Zlirich. Ufter, in Riehen

near Basel, and at other places. The reason fcr his

frequent appearances particularly in Winterthur--I have
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at my disposal rore than a dozen devotlional addresses and
sermons from the yeavs 1284, 1885, 1886, and 1887--was
without dcubt his fiiendcship with Friedrich Zindel around
whom a large circle of lcyal rriends of Bad Boll had gathered.
At ZlUndel's death, Blumhardt wrote agbout this friendsnip in
hls recollections of Zincdel: "So it came about that just
as I became almost Swiss with him, he became almost German
with me. 1In our common longlng we forgot CGermany and
Swiltzerland ard all nationalities. We felt together as men
of mankind, whose king is Jesus." The high point, and at
the same time the concluvsion, of all this outside preaching
activity was reached in Berlin, where Blumhardt spent a
whole week 1n March, 1888. Here he preached more than
twently times and reached thousands of people with his
nessage.

But the value cf these public appearances as a preacher
became more znd more questionable to Blumhardt. The great
success he had, cutwardly, which would have filled others
with gratificaticn and satisfacticn, made him doubt whether
this was the right way to represent the causz of Carist.
Already after some fine days in Karlsruhe (September, 18387),
misgivings were mingled with his joy atout the "great ezger-
ness to hear a word of God" which was to be found among
the peopls. "I used to think that if it could cnce be as
it 1s now, we would be in a golden age; 1f once everyone

coula be s0 eastly stimulated and made happy hy a simple

woerd from the Gospa2l." But, "in spite of everything, everything,



there remains one great need--the burden of sin....How
will this ever end? I almost break my head when I am at
such a festival. I run against this wall like a bull to
bring it down, but I can't manage 1it....Something stops
our coming forward."

Blumhardt felt that he was somehow misunderstood by
the masses wno came tc hear him, who wanted to hear and
only hear. He felt confronted by the "conventional
Christianity" from which he was socon to break away com-
pletely. He was regarded as a '"speaker,” whereas he
wanted oniy to be a "witness.” We soon hear him sighing,
"I am terribly sorry that people say I am a famous preach
May God grant that I get away from all the glory men have
ziven me."

It was not only nis activity as a preacher, though,
which increasingly left Blumhardt unsatisfied toward the
end of this period. The chain of deaths which began with
the passing of his mother in July, 1886, and ended with
the death, in March, 1888, of cousin Hans J8rg (Gott-
liebin‘s brother and the last witness of the M8ttlingen
days), came to him as a sign that he must no longer go
on in the same way. It was more important to understand
what God spoke today, what God demanded of him now, even
if this should point to completely new paths. The son
Blumhardt's carrying on with the task was not meant to
be simply a continuation of the divine history of

M&ttlingen and Bad Boll. On the foundation of the truth
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fought for and won in that history, Blumhardt was to carry
it onward and forward in a deerer sense;, that is to say,
draw those '"further consequences" of which he himself spoke
in the words already quoted.

Where a history of God comes into being through God's
speaking and His servants' listening and obeying, it is
shown to be living history precisely by not stopping at
what has been attained, but by striding forward and opening
up new truths throusgh new revelations of God's will. The
very fact that Blumhardt was open for Ged's speaking anew
and allowed himself to be led by Him along new ways, made
him truly a servant of God. And out of thils grew also that
special significance which his 1ife was to have, distinct
from that of his father.

These new ways led Blumhardt first of all to what he
called a "dying." "Die, and Jesus will live!" became the
new watchword, following after the previous one, "Jesus 1s
Victor.” By this inward dying, Blumhardt was then enabled
to represent the cause of God in full power as a '"man of
God in the world.” This is what is testified to in the
volumes of sermons following the present volume, which are
already published. This first perlod, as it were, laid
the groundwork for the later witness. I deliberately say
"groundwork," because this striding forward must not be
understood as an sbandonment of what had been fought for
and won up until that time. The first fundamental experience

of "Jesus is Victor" stands behind all that follows, and
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this cry of victory sounded forth again and again

in the times to come.

Zirich, Easter 1937 R.Lejeune
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NOTES

This volume presents only a selection from the many
sermons, devotional addresses, and meditations. Nearly
eight hundred of these were available to me from which,
after repeated sifting, I chose the ones I felt to be most
important and suitable. Of course, many of the others
would certainly have been worth including, but even during
the printing, several had to be withdrawn because of
considerations of space. My "Conclusion'" explalns why
none of the sermons available to me from Blumhardt's
curate days or from the years 1872-1879 have been in-
cluded, although this time does belong to the first period
of Blumhardt's activity covered by this volume.

There are quite a number of sermons, devotions, and
meditations available from this first period which were
printed and published by Blumhardt himself. Over a number
of years the father Blumhardt bhad published the "Bldtter
aus Bad Boll" ("Pages rfrom Bad Boll"), and in continu-
ation of this, the scn published usually twice a month
from 1882 tc 1888, "Briefblitter fir die Freunde von Bad
Boll" ("Leaflets in Letter Form for the Friends of Bad
Boll"). 1In addition, his many preaching journeys now and
then occasloned the printing of the sermons he delivered.
In this form & number of individual sermons were available
to me, as also the fcllowing small collections: "Sermons

given at the Vereinshaus in Winterthur" (August, 1884);
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"Sermons and Talks delivered at the Vereinshaus in Winterthur
and at the festival in the Rettungsanstalt" (House of Refuge)
in Freienstein, (August, 1885); "Sermons and Lectures given
in Switzerland, 1886"; and “"Meditations at the House of
Deaconesses in Strassburg" (June, 1887). Finally, there

are the Sermons and Meditations which Blumhardt delivered

in Berlin in March, 1888. These were published separately

by the author himself as the first numbers of the "Vertrau-
lichen Blitter fir Treunde von Bad Boll“)? Beginning in
Spring, 1888, these were at first published alongside the
"Briefblitter.” After 1889 they took the place of the
"Briefblidtter” and were published at somewhat more irregular
intervals. During these years Blumhardt also frequently
contributed to the "Stuttgarter Evangelischen Sonntagsblatt”
("Stuttgart Evangelical Sunday Paper"), for which he often
supplied the opening meditation.

Besides all that was printed, mention should also be
made of the sermons and devotional meetings which were
duplicated for friends of Bad Boll. There are a great number
of these in existence from all the years of this early period.
Special care was given to those published cduring the years
1886-1889. They are lithographed reproductions, all done
in the same style. When collected, they form an imposing
volume.

Apart from the printed and duplicated sermons and
meetings, a very great number of handwritten transcripts

were available to me. Although these were not in every

*("Personal Papers for Friends of Bad Boll").
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respect completely rellable, I was very glad to make use
of them for my selection because certain formal short-
comings in them were compensated for by the advantage of
being closer to the original. The printed sermons,
particularly those which appeared in the "Briefblitter,"
often reveal a later polishing, expansion, or cutting
down, which at times takes away from the original fresh-
ness and spontaneity. Where it was possible for me to
compare the transcript of the spoken word with the
printed version, the difference was sometimes quite
striking. Occasionally this led me to give preference
to the transcript, or sometimes to supplement the printed
version from the manuscript.

Since some people will be interested in the particular
character of the source material, I have added to these
"Notes" more detailed information about each sermon or
testimony. (Translator's Note: 1In the English version
this information has been included in a separate folder
along with a topical index.)

In this first period of his activity Blumhardt also
published writings such as the "Erbaulichen Blicke in
die ersten Bldtter der heiligen Schrift™ ("Edifying
Glimpses into the First Pages of Holy Scripture"),

1885, and the "Erbaulichen Plicke in die ersten Kapitel
der Offenbarung Johannes" ("Edifying Glimpses into
the First Chapters of the Revelation to John"), 1886.

Although these writings are also based upon devotional
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addresses they have not been included here because it is
hoped to publish them in a separate volume which would be
comprised of longer, connected meditations. For the same
reason I have alsn not taken into consideration a lengthy
series of meditations on the first chapter of Jeremiah
(1887), on the Lord‘'s Supper (1887), and on the Passion of
Christ (1888), all of which appeared in theBriefblitter."
Generally Blumhardt based the morning devotions on
the reading of the daily Watchword and Text of the Moravian
Brothers. Often starting with a short introduction occasioned
by whatever might zive a special character to the particular
day, he would usually speak first about the 0ld Testament
watchword and then about the New Testament text. This often
resulted in dividing the devotion in two completely inde-
pendent parts, sometimes of quite different lengths. In
making this selection I have at times taken only the first
or only the second part. but the result is nevertheless
something which can stand by itself and forms a complete
whole., Because of the use of the printed "Watchwords" of
the Moravians (“Losungen"), I was notonly able to verify the
dates given in the transcripts but was also able, with a

high degree of accuracy, to assign dates to addresses for

L

vhich the source material itself did not give the requisite

Information. This wos quite important for me hecause the

sequence of devetiocnal address=s and meditations through-

vl

cut all four volumes was to be a chronological one.
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During all this time it was the custom in Bad Boll,
on YNow Year's Lve,to draw a "lot" for each member of the
nouschold as well as for faraway friends of Bad Boll.
Blumhardt was very corcerned that this drawing of lots
should not be understend in a superstitious way. In the
"Brie{bldtter" there is the following ncteworthy passage:
"When this year we again draw the so-called 'lot' for
our friends and write and tell them the day for which their
names z2re marked down in our Book of Watchwords, I want (o
ask that it be understosd in the sense we mean it. The
purpcse of this is not that a text 1is assigned to somecne
through the 'lot' which, like an oracle, is supposed to
be related to his life in some special way. We draw these
lots simply in order to have an opportunity once every
year to think especially of a particular friend at our
rorning devotions. The respective passages or texts set
Gown for the various days do not apply to indiviauals but
to us all. I urge you not to see in the 'lot' anything
of soovtnsaying or even of prophecy. We want to remain
simple, standing under the Word of God which applies
equalily to all men."

T have nct included the names of the people determined
in this way by lot, nor the words Blumhardt spoke at the
beginning of the morning devoticns thinking of them. The
only exception I made to this was in the case of people
who had & special significance for the life of Bad Boll

and wn~ wore referred tc in the address itself. For a
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better understanding it may be important to point out that

3 “iot" was drawn not only for individual people but also

for Bad Boll, for MBttlingen, even for the Kingdom of God!
T™is simply meant that on a particular day these were thought
of in a special way in connection with the watch-word for

tie day.

# % % % % #

Translater's note: Bible quotations are in general taken
from the Revised Standard Version (1952). Occasionally we
have had to translate from the German text where this was
absolutely necessary for the understanding of what Blumhardt

was saying.



