7 Irresistible Activities
that Connect Teens
with Reading
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My beliefs about teaching reading:
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Vocabulary building

● TPR/TPRS
● Visuals/Props/Drama
● Lots of aural input
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Background knowledge

Purpose for reading

Why is the character behaving that way?
What conflict does he resolve?
Visualize the text
Compare the two characters
What do I want to know about ___?
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Reading happens inside one’s head
Involves constant interaction
My job is to model how to read
Prepare students before reading
Listening skills come first
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Connections

●
●
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Monitor comprehension

● Say

something
Predict
Ask a question
Clarify something you misunderstood
Make a comment, state an opinion
Make a connection
Summarize
● Partner

reading
#1 reads, #2 listens & writes a
question, #1 answers the question,
switch
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Extensions
Writing/drawing/Retelling

www.Storybird.com
www.voki.com

Secret Agents
Many people are in
Paris, France in 1937
visiting the
International
Exhibition. Paula and
Luis are visiting Paris
to investigate a
rumor about Picasso's
mural and its
connection to the Spear of Destiny.
Luis is from Barcelona. His father is
an important politician and wants the
Spear. But he faces many problems. A
military group, led by Francisco Franco,
is trying to overthrow the government.

●
●
●
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Dramatization/ Visualization

●
●
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News of the Alamo
It was very late. A complete silence
slithered its way through the Mexican
National Palace just like Juan Almonte,
who was apprehensively heading
towards the president's quarters.
Almonte was a colonel in the Mexican
military and also the president’s
assistant.
Colonel Almonte was anxious because
he urgently needed to talk with
President Santa Anna. He had important
information for the president: a group
of Americans had invaded San Antonio
and had taken control of the Alamo.
San Antonio was in the Mexican state
of Texas. The Alamo was a Spanish
mission. For many years it had been
used as a military base.
Almonte continued walking through
the palace. His steps became heavy as
he belabored the thought of talking
with hot-tempered President Santa
Anna.

Vampirate
“Vampire! Sara is a vampire!” exclaimed
a group of kids.
Sara had tolerated insults and cruel
comments for many years. She always

tried to defend herself but now she was
just tired of everything. What she
really wanted was to be accepted and
loved by everyone.
Sometimes she just wanted to escape
from her community rather than
tolerate the negative comments.
Unfortunately, she had become what
other people thought of her. With a
great seriousness in her eyes, Sara
responded, “I am not a vampire!” “Yes
you are. Two long teeth, the teeth of a
vampire,” exclaimed one of the kids.
Everyone started at her teeth while
Sara quickly covered her mouth with
her hand. How she
wished she were
invisible. She did
have two long
teeth. They were
like Dracula or the
fangs of a snake.
“Your white skin is
like a vampire. And
you walk around at night,” commented a
boy. “So what?” said Sara angrily.

Guernica
Paula is looking at Picasso's mural,
named after the destruction of
Guernica, Spain, by Franco and his
German allies.

Picasso is a talented, famous artist.
In the mural there are only two colors:
white and black. There are six figures
and three animals. All the people looked
terrorized.
Their eyes are not normal at all and
neither are their hands. Their fingers
are enormous.
Paula takes note of
the three animals. The
horse has a spear lodged
in its stomach. Paula
draws the long spear in
her notes. The bull is
also interesting.
Paula quickly sketches
the six figures. They
seem to be suffering
greatly. She notes some
symbolism. Luis observes the symbols as
well. He does not understand the
symbols.
Luis wants information about the
Spear. Luis says, “What are you
writing?” "Symbols" responds Paula.
“What symbols?" inquires Luis.
Luis is a very impatient person. He
urgently wants information about the
Spear. But Paula is tired and suggests,
“Let’s go to a cafe.” "Excellent idea.
Let’s go,” replies Luis.
Secret agents Mario and Javier
overhear the conversation. Javier
commands, “Let’s go to the cafe!"
"Perfect. Let’s go," answers Mario.
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