
Transforming Residential Undergraduate Education 
Design the future of undergraduate education at Michigan! 

 
SI511-001: Designing the Future of Undergraduate Education 
Meets: Fridays from 1-3pm  
Location: 2185 North Quad 
Grading: Credit no/credit only 
Credits: 1-6 (variable, default is 3). Audits and drop-ins welcome! 
 
If you could start with a blank slate, how would you design residential undergraduate education? 
A group of students, staff, and faculty from across the university spent the last year reimagining 
what undergraduate education at Michigan could be. We developed a framework that transforms 
residential undergraduate education. The proposed program is intended to: 
 

● Prepare learners for problem solving and leading in an increasingly ambiguous world; 
● Engage learners directly in faculty-led research projects; 
● Recognize learning from all areas of life, not just from the classroom; 
● Promote mastery of ambitious learning goals; 
● Operate without required courses, grades, or credit hours. 

 
Download a summary of the proposal for this new undergrad program from 

http://myumi.ch/J7K4m  
 
We need you to continue this conversation and design the detailed structures and systems that 
make this idea into a real, working program. With your help, it can become a reality. The seminar 
will focus on the design of: 
 

● A foundational “launch experience” for learners; 
● Next-generation assessment systems to replace exams, grades, and GPAs, including 

○ Digital badge tools and systems to guide and track learner progress; 
○ E-portfolio and transcript tools to represent learning; 
○ Assessment rubrics for high-level learning goals; 

● Tools to communicate student readiness to employers/graduate schools; 
● New, more open-ended admissions processes and review systems. 

 
This seminar will be hands-on, where your exploration turns into specifications for real-world 
elements of the proposed undergraduate program. No prior knowledge is required. Just curiosity, 
creativity, and a willingness to explore and “think outside the box.” Note that this seminar is a 
continuation of work begun by students in Fall 2019. During Winter 2020 we will expand on their 
great work and move into new areas. Your ideas and effort will make a difference for future 
Wolverines! 
 
For more information, contact Barry Fishman, fishman@umich.edu   
 

All are welcome. Undergraduate, graduate, any school or college.  


