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The Salvation Army on Thurs-
day announced its most ambi-
tious local project, one that will
provide more shelter and services
for homeless people than any-
where else in San Diego County.

The 200,000-square-foot, $100
million project comes at a time
when the county is seeing a surge
of people living outdoors and a re-
cent reportrevealed that the num-
ber of newly homeless people is
outpacing the number of people
who are housed each year.

The new building at Seventh
Avenue and E Street is expected to
open in the winter of 2025-26 under
the name Rady Center in honor of
longtime Salvation Army sup-
porters, philanthropists Ernest
and Evelyn Rady.

During a press conference at
the rooftop of the Andaz Hotel
overlooking the site of the new
center, Ernest Rady spoke briefly
about his latest donation and said
he was grateful to be able to help
the people he sees struggling on
the street.

This year’s count of homeless
people found 8,427 individuals liv-
ing outdoors or in shelters
throughout the county, a 10 per-
cent increase from the previous
count in January 2020. 

New shelters and new afford-
able housing units have opened in
the eight months since the count
was conducted, but many cities
throughout the county still are
seeing homeless encampments
alongside streets and in canyons.
In August, the Downtown San Di-

Ernest Rady (left) hugs Salvation Army Lt. Col. Lee Lescano during the announcement of the nonprofit’s $100 million fundraising
campaign. Rady and his wife donated $30 million so far to what will be the Rady Center.
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SALVATION
ARMY PLANS
CENTER FOR
HOMELESS
Project, with $30M donation from Radys, to serve
more than 200 with varied housing options, services

BY GARY WARTH
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Big changes may be coming
this spring for many San Diego
restaurants and retail stores, be-
cause city officials say they plan to
follow through on a long-delayed
ban on polystyrene foam food con-
tainers, coolers, pool toys and sim-
ilar products.

City officials said the ban,
which has been delayed nearly
four years by litigation filed by
restaurants and foam container
companies, will take effect April 1
if the City Council approves it dur-
ing a hearing scheduled for Nov.
15.

Prospects for approval got a
boost Thursday when the coun-
cil’s Environment Committee
voted 4-0 in favor of the ban, with
Councilmember Joe LaCava say-
ing “San Diego is ready to say
goodbye to Styrofoam.”

The city’s move was praised
Thursday by several environmen-
tal groups, who stressed that
foam products poison marine life
and damage the health of people 

POLYSTYRENE
FOAM BAN
COULD START
IN SPRING
AFTER DELAY
Legislation stalled by
legal pushback from
eateries, foam sellers
BY DAVID GARRICK
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Mortgage rates topped 7 per-
cent this week — the highest level
in 20 years — and the latest sign
that the Federal Reserve’s aggres-
sive moves to slow the broader
economy are hitting the housing
market hard already. 

The average rate for a 30-year
fixed mortgage, the most popular
home-loan product, reached 7.08
percent, according to data re-
leased Thursday by Freddie Mac.
The last time mortgage rates
climbed so high was April 2002,
and they are slated to keep climb-
ing as the Fed moves swiftly to
tame a red-hot housing market, a
key step in lowering rent costs and
quelling inflation in the broader
economy.

The central bank doesn’t di-
rectly set mortgage costs, but
changes in its policy rate — known
as the federal funds rate — ripple
through the economy and influ-
ence all kinds of lending. Since
March, the Fed has raised rates
five times, bringing its benchmark
rate from near zero to between 3
percent and 3.25 percent. The cen-
tral bank is expected to raise rates
by another 0.75 percentage points
next week.

Those moves have already trig-
gered major consequences for the
housing market, and the spike in
mortgage rates has prompted 

MORTGAGE
RATES TOP
7 PERCENT,
HIGHEST
SINCE ’02 
Federal Reserve’s moves
to slow overall economy
hitting housing market 
BY RACHEL SIEGEL
& KATHY ORTON
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C1 • U.S. grew at a 2.6 percent
annual rate from July to September. 

KYIV, Ukraine
Ukrainian forces attacked Rus-

sia’s hold on the southern city of
Kherson on Thursday while fight-
ing intensified in the country’s
east. The battles came amid re-
ports that Moscow-appointed au-
thorities have abandoned the city,
joining tens of thousands of resi-
dents who fled to other Russia-
held areas.

Ukrainian forces were sur-
rounding Kherson from the west
and attacking Russia’s foothold
on the west bank of the Dnieper
River, which divides the region
and the country.

As the battles unfolded, Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin said
that Moscow has no intention of
using nuclear weapons in Ukraine,
despite issuing repeated warnings
in the past that he was prepared to
use all available means to defend
Russia, including its nuclear ar-
senal.

“We see no need for that,” Putin
said at a conference of interna-
tional foreign policy experts out-
side Moscow. “There is no point in
that, neither political nor mili-
tary.”

UKRAINE
ATTACKS
RUSSIA’S
HOLD ON
KHERSON 
BY ANDREW MELDRUM
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Sycuan and the Mansour
Group both issued statements
that, while not divulging specifics
of the proposed bid, confirmed
their interest in professional soc-
cer here.

“An MLS franchise anchored
in San Diego would be a win-win
for the entire San Diego region,”
Adam Day, Sycuan’s chief admin-
istrative officer, said in a state-
ment. “It would create countless
synergistic opportunities for all
sectors of the business communi-
ty, cultural entities, youth soccer
and everything in between. We 

In the 25 years since then-
Commissioner Doug Logan iden-
tified the city as a “prime candi-
date” for expansion, there have
been numerous attempts to bring
a Major League Soccer franchise
to San Diego.

None, though, seemingly this
close.

Multiple sources inside and
outside the league told the Union-
Tribune that an investment
group led by the Sycuan tribe and
an Egyptian billionaire has been
regularly meeting with MLS and

is expected to submit an expan-
sion bid next month when the
league’s Board of Governors con-
venes in Brooklyn, N.Y. A team
could be playing at San Diego
State University’s Snapdragon
Stadium as soon as 2024.

“We’re not across the goal line
yet,” one source close to the nego-
tiations told the Union-Tribune,
using an American football ana-
logy about driving for a touch-
down. “But we’re in the red zone.”

MLS declined comment, but
another source said: “Things are
looking good for San Diego. It’s
more when than if.”

Snapdragon
Stadium
hosted its first
game on Sept.
3 when the
Aztecs lost to
Arizona. A
Major League
Soccer club
would be the
fourth tenant
at Snapdrag-
on, joining
SDSU’s foot-
ball team, the
San Diego
Wave of the
National Wom-
en’s Soccer
League and
rugby’s San
Diego Legion.
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INVESTMENT GROUP EXPECTED TO SUBMIT BID FOR
MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER EXPANSION IN SAN DIEGO 
Sycuan, Egyptian billionaire have been meeting with officials about franchise 
BY MARK ZEIGLER
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