
 

 

 

 

 

 

United Way’s Young Civic Leaders Candidate Questionnaire 

 

1. How can you commit to support students to understand their school budget and what 

opportunities will you create for their participation in decision-making? 

We should begin by explaining school finance in California and then move onto 

school budgets since the entire process is important for students to understand. I would 

like to see short, student-created explainer web videos on the way money travels from 

local, state, and federal levels into the classroom. This will empower students to advocate 

for themselves and their schools on a larger scale. I would like to support student 

advocacy councils to help them develop civic engagement strategies to talk with 

legislators at all levels about school budgets. This process will help students not only 

support their schools, but equip them with skills they can use in the future to make a 

difference in their communities. Additionally, in grades six and higher, a student 

representative can participate in their school site council and this is an important role in 

school budget decision-making.  

2. We feel as though there are some schools that get additional preparation for entering 

college and university. How do you plan on ensuring comprehensive supports for 

programs that uphold a college-going culture at all school sites and not just some? 

 

Access to college should be a problem of the past. Schools should be 

disseminating information on scholarship programs, grants, internships, AP classes, and 

workability programs that focus on helping disadvantaged youth get into college. High 

schools should align high school requirements with A-G requirements and have diploma 

options to ensure students are UC/CSU eligible. Schools should increase parent 

engagement around college pathways and some school communities within the District 

already have successful models so we would duplicate those models. Career Technical 

Education and certification courses need to be expanded. Students should be working 

towards their degree as high school students through dual enrollment. This can be 

accomplished by strengthening our partnerships with local community colleges to have 

classes on high school campuses or allow high school students to attend classes on 

community college campuses. 

 

3. How will you work to make sure that student voice is included in the hiring process and 

evaluation of an educator? 



 I believe in giving more autonomy to school sites in their hiring process and 

students can be involved in hiring committees. For evaluations, I believe we should 

modernize our survey capabilities to remove jargon and ask for student opinions on many 

parts of their school. For instance, I would frequently gather digital data responses from 

school communities that ask a simple question like “Are you happy with your school?” 

and then we can quantify those negative and positive responses to help improve the 

school.  

4. How will you ensure that students receive mental health supports and in doing so, which 

mental health themes will be most important to you? 

 

In short, we need more counselors and social workers. We see more students in 

crisis related to depression and anxiety. I think that this is a new generational crisis 

related to internet access, social media, and inadequate preparation for regular life 

stressors. This new generation is being taught by an older generation of people who did 

not go to school in a time where they had to deal with this. There needs to be more 

training related to supporting the needs of the whole student including trauma-informed 

strategies, culturally responsive instruction, relationship building and clear 

communication. The focus of education needs to shift in general - away from industrial 

style classrooms and more into skill development. Therefore, we need to focus on social-

emotional learning, good communication, time management, and organization. 


