
 

 

 

 
United Way’s Young Civic Leaders Candidate Questionnaire 

 
1. How can you commit to support students to understand their school budget and what opportunities will you 

create for their participation in decision-making? I believe that school site decisions should be informed by a 
collaborative process that includes people that represent all of the school community stakeholders – including 
students and parents. Budget decisions should be made with our local school leadership councils and school site 
councils. This basic principle is reflected in my advocacy for Community Schools, which emphasizes parent, student, 
teacher, and community engagement. As demonstrated through my work with Reclaim Our Schools LA, I am 
committed to ensuring multiple strategies are in place to boost student and parent participation including ongoing 
trainings, forums, and community workshops.  At the district level, I believe board members should set the 
priorities, based on input from their constituents.  
 

2. We feel as though there are some schools that get additional preparation for entering college and university. How 
do you plan on ensuring comprehensive supports for programs that uphold a college-going culture at all school 
sites and not just some? I support an equity lens application and review for all major programs, including college 
readiness, and I’m committed to putting in place strategies that address the historical neglect/disinvestment in our 
public schools, especially those in low-income communities and communities of color. The goal of prioritizing the 
neediest schools for additional funding seems to make sense. To ensure that it is properly implemented, I would 
make sure all stakeholders, including students, parents, and classified employees, have a seat at the table to 
collaborate and work together. I support expanding an equity lens, especially as additional funds become available. I 
would work with unions and other stakeholders to ensure staffing levels at affected schools are not negatively 
impacted. 

 

3. How will you work to make sure that student voice is included in the hiring process and evaluation of an 
educator? As mentioned, school site decisions should be informed by a collaborative process that includes people 
that represent all of the school community stakeholders – including students and parents. This way, important 
decisions about the life of a school campus – such as personnel, climate, and resources – are informed by a variety 
of perspectives and experiences, including student voice.  

 

4. How will you ensure that students receive mental health supports and in doing so, which mental health themes 
will be most important to you? I will work to ensure that we provide a nurse at every school, plus mental health 
professionals and other resources, such as classroom aides, counselors, and librarians. The District must honor its 
commitment to increasing student support as well as increasing the number of Classified employees who help 
create healthy and clean learning environments for our students. We must find both short- and long-term solutions 
to increase investment in our public schools. This means the responsible stewardship of the LAUSD budget and 
making it a priority to steer resources directly to the classroom for student achievement. I will work with board 
members to collaborate with all stakeholders, organize political support for state funding, and leverage resources 
from city and county sources. I am particularly concerned about the mental health of our students and families who 
are precariously housed or facing homelessness. The housing and homelessness crisis in Los Angeles requires every 
local government body to contribute to a solution, including LAUSD. Nearly 25,000 LAUSD students experienced 
homelessness last year. This obviously has a tremendous impact on a student’s ability to learn when our classrooms 
double as shelter. We must do better to coordinate and leverage city, county and state resources that provide 
services impacting students experiencing homelessness. This includes basic needs such mental health supports and 
free meals, as well as resources for consistent housing.  


