
Young Civic Leaders Candidate Questionnaire 

Response from: Lydia Gutierrez candidate for LAUSD School Board 2020 

School Budget   

1. How can you commit to support students to understand their school budget and what 

opportunities will you create for their participation in decision-making?  

 

When attending Social Studies class, the teacher needs to instruct the students about 

School Site Council and how it impacts the financial decisions for their school. The 

instruction would include an outline of what the financial obligations are and what 

opportunities may be possible within the budget. Every School Site Council at the high 

school level is to have student representation, including parents and teachers. Students are 

to have the right to vote for students who will represent them, just as parents and teachers 

select their representatives. I would make sure that every school has a functioning School 

Site Council that is effective. 

 

College Readiness  

2. We feel as though there are some schools that get additional preparation for entering 

college and university. How do you plan on ensuring comprehensive supports for 

programs that uphold a college-going culture at all school sites and not just some?  

 

People need to understand the reality that 35% of the jobs require a college degree, while 

65% require a vocational trade skill. I learned a trade skill in high school that helped me 

to get a part time job to support me through college. We need to consider the needs of all 

students. Many can push for a college-going culture but it also means that high school 

students need to be prepared to meet the academic course requirements. At present, 

LAUSD high schools have about a 70% failure rate in mathematics and 50% failure rate 

in English Language Arts.  I would push for tutoring resources, highly qualified teachers, 

and counselors be placed in those schools to help build up the academic ability to make it 

achievable for those who desire to attend college.  

  

Quality Staff   

3. How will you work to make sure that student voice is included in the hiring process and 

evaluation of an educator?   

 

The selecting of qualified staff is a very important ingredient in the academic success of 

students. Having been a person who has had to hire employees, there are several laws that 

must be followed while doing the interview process. The administrator for the school site 

may want to use the School Site Council (SSC) because they have been actively involved 



in the issues of the school. This would give an opportunity for the students from the SSC 

to give their input on the selection process.  

  

  

Mental Health   

4. How will you ensure that students receive mental health supports and in doing so, which 

mental health themes will be most important to you?  

 

Many people would like to do quick fixes when it comes to this issue. Since I have taught 

from the primary grades on up, it is important that we consider our youngest students and 

the importance of developing positive social skills through heathy play which help 

develop relational skills. We also need to look at hands on experiences that help students 

understand the depth of function which helps them focus beyond themselves.  

 

Some people think that just sitting around in a circle and talking about your problems is 

going to help solve them but in reality, it just reinstalls the negative situation. Part of 

creating a positive direction in a student’s mental health is to realizes that they have a 

future that they can create. When I was in middle school, my father was in a major car 

accident that he could not work any longer. We had to go on welfare. So, for my 

summers and during the middle and high school years I took on a job. I learned how to 

save money and help pay for my yearbook, school ring, and so on. I gave a certain 

portion to my mother. When my father passed away, during my first year of teaching, I 

left the educational field for a while and went into business to help my mother 

financially. I learned the importance to keep moving forward and to use my energy 

towards being productive. I came from a family of artists, so drawing, being involved in 

sports gave me a great deal of positive outlets. I would like to see students be involved in 

healthy outlets and have trained counselors on site who have the capability to listen, be 

supportive and help direct students to their best avenue for mental health. 

 

 


