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VBS 2016 Sharing the Gospel With Kids 
 
Purpose Statement (12 pt) 
This 45 minute plan is designed to train and equip leaders to share the Gospel with the kids who 
will attend VBS. 
 
Resources to Collect, Prepare, & Copy 
Resources to Collect 

• Large label dots: enough for each conferee to have 4 
• 4 blue tear sheets  
• Tape 
• Markers 
• Treasure Chest or large box  
• VBS 2016 Grades 1-2 Bible Study Leader Guide 
• VBS 2016 Grades 3-4 Bible Study Leader Guide  
• VBS 2016 VBX Preteen Bible Study Leader Guide 
• VBS Devotional Bible for Kids  
• VBS 2016 ABC Wristbands 
• VBS 2016 Kids Gospel Guide 
• Devotions Below the Surface:  A 52-Week Devotional Journey 
• Takin’ It Home CD 
• ABCs of Becoming a Christian Bulletin Board Set 
• VBS 2016 Grades 1-2 Bible Study Leader Guide 
• VBS 2016 Grades 3-4 Bible Study Leader Guide  
• VBS 2016 VBX Preteen Bible Study Leader Guide  
• The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me booklet  (1/conferee if possible) 

 
Resources to Prepare  

• Use Tear sheets to make 4 large posters: 
Label the tear sheets with the question words and place the possible responses 
randomly about the page: 
WHEN? 

Under 6 years old 
7-12 years old 
13 – 19 years old 
Over 20 years old 

WHERE? 
Church 
Home 
School 
Camp 
Other 

WHAT? 
Sunday School 
Worship 
Revival 
VBS 
Conversation 
TeamKID 
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Missions 
Choir 
Other 

WHO? 
Parent 
Friend 
Teacher 
Pastor 
Other 
 

• Print these instructions and place them near the focal wall with the label dots and 
markers:	  	  

o Print the answer to each question on a label dot bubble.  Place the bubble on the 
appropriate poster. 

§ WHEN did you become a Christian? Place the bubble near one of the age 
groups on the WHEN poster. 

§ WHERE did you become a Christian? Place the bubble near one of the 
places on the WHERE poster. 

§ WHAT was happening? Place the bubble near one of the activities on the 
WHAT poster.  

§ WHO helped you become a Christian? Place the bubble near one of the 
people listed on the WHO poster. 

 
• Place these items in the treasure chest: 

o VBS Devotional Bible for Kids  
o VBS 2016 ABC Wristbands 
o VBS 2016 Kids Gospel Guide 
o Devotions Below the Surface:  A 52-Week Devotional Journey 
o Takin’ It Home CD 
o ABCs of Becoming a Christian Bulletin Board Set 

 
• Download and print The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me poster 

(http://centrikid.com/2013/02/04/gospel-with-kids-poster/#.Vmhjdv6FOM8) 
 

• Write the following statements on individual dive sticks: 
o Deal with each child individually. 
o Use language a child can understand. 
o Ask open ended questions. 
o Listen. 
o Be careful about becoming emotional. 
o Use the Bible. 
o Don’t jump to conclusions. 
o Pray before, during, and after your conversation with a child. 
o Leave the door open for future conversation. 
o As often as possible, involve parents. 

OPTION: If dive sticks are unavailable, write the statements on large craft sticks.  
• Place the sticks in a dive bag.  If dive bag is unavailable use any drawstring bag. 

Resources to Copy 
• Handout 
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Focal Wall Description  
Display The Gospel:  God’s Plan for Me poster surrounded by the Who, What, Where and 
When tear sheets on the focal wall.   
 
Room Setup Description  
Place chairs in a semicircle facing the focal wall. Place the treasure chest near the focal wall. 

 
Decoration Suggestions  
Use coral, seaweed, bubbles and fish to create an underwater setting.  See VBS 2016 
Decorating Made Easy for additional decorating suggestions.   
 
 
Audio Visual Needs  

• VBS 2016 Music for Kids CD  
• CD Player and power source 
• Leading a Child to Christ video from the Worship Rally DVD 
• DVD player and TV or data projector 

 
Teaching Steps  
Welcome (5 minutes)  
1. Play “ABC Submarine” as the conferees arrive.  Give each conferee 4 label dots.  Call 

attention to the poster with the bubble activity instructions.  Explain that the bubbles will be 
placed on the When, Where, What and Who posters. 

2. Comment on the areas that have the heaviest concentration of bubbles.  Tell the conferees 
that VBS continues to account for about twenty-five percent of the baptisms in Southern 
Baptist churches.  Pray asking God to help us be the Who, our churches be the Where, 
VBS be the What, and this summer be the When for many kids this year. 
 

Witnessing Resources (12 minutes) 
3. Invite several volunteers to select a resource from the treasure chest.  Explain that divers 

never dive without a buddy.  Allow each volunteer to choose a few buddies to join then as 
they dive into the resource and discuss ways it might be used for sharing the Gospel with 
kids in VBS. 

4. Allow each group to briefly share suggestions.  
 
Tips (12 minutes) 
5. Give each conferee a copy of the Dive Tips Handout.  Explain that we will use dive sticks to 

review several things we should keep in mind when we are talking with kids.  Toss the dive 
sack to a conferee and ask him to pull out a “dive stick” and read the tip. Briefly discuss the 
tip and then direct the conferee to toss the dive sack to another conferee and continue in the 
same manner. 

 
Gospel Presentation (15 minutes) 
6. Ask for three volunteers.  Give a Bible Study Leader Guide from one of the age groups to 

each volunteer.  Ask each to find and share how the Gospel is presented in the Day 3 Bible 
Study session for the assigned age group.   

7. Show the “Leading a Child to Christ” video from the Worship Rally DVD.  Give each 
conferee a The Gospel:  God’s Plan for Me booklet.  Call attention to The Gospel:  God’s 
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Plan for Me poster.  Explain that the poster is available as a free download.  Allow a brief 
time for questions and discussion. 
 

Closing (1 minute) 
8. Thank the conferees for coming and dismiss with prayer. 
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Dive Tips 
Sharing the Gospel with Kids 

1. Deal with _______ __________ individually. 
 
2. Use __________ a child can understand. 
 
3. ______ open-ended questions. 
 
4. _________. 
 
5. Be careful about becoming ________. 
 
6. Use the _____________. 
 
7. Don’t jump to _____________. 
 
8. _________ before, during, and after your conversation 

with a child. 
 
9. Leave the ________  ________ for future conversation. 
 
10. As often as possible, ____________  __________. 
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The Bible tells us God created everything, including you and me, and He is in 
charge of everything. Genesis 1:1; Revelation 4:11; Colossians 1:16-17

Believe in your heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done 
on the cross. Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that 
your faith is in Jesus. John 14:6; Romans 10:9-10,13

He lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, and rose again. Because 
Jesus gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. 
This is the best gift ever! Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 3:18; Ephesians 2:8-9

God sent Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from the 
punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on our 
own. Jesus alone saves us. John 3:16; Ephesians 2:8-9

We all choose to disobey God. The Bible calls this sin. Sin separates us from God 
and deserves God’s punishment of death. Romans 3:23; 6:23

god rules.

gos·pel – noun. good news. the message about 
Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation.

theGOSPEL
god’s plan for me

we sinned.

god provided.

jesus gives.

we respond.


