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The Peterson Family • El Salvador

To the Ends of the Earth

VCCC MISSIONARY UPDATE 
- Fall 2015 -

Thank you to all of you who partner with us in this ministry through 
your financial contributions, prayers, and time. If you are interested in 
partnering with the Peterson family  in their ministry, all gifts are tax 
deductible. You may give online  at  https://www.mogiv.com/vccc/
missions or by mail: Valley Center Community Church, 29105 Valley 
Center Road, Valley Center, CA 92082 and write “Missions” on the 
memo line of your check.

Prayer Requests: 

• Please be praying that the Holy Spirit will bring about real 
healing in the number of broken relationships and struggling 
marriages we see in missionaries we work with. 

• Please pray for El Salvador and the unprecedented 
violence that is plaguing the country.  Gang related murders 
have skyrocketed this year and El Salvador is now the most 
dangerous country in the world with the highest murder rate 
on earth. Pray that God will keep those serving here safe, and 
that He will use His church to bring His peace and healing to all 
who live here. 

• Pray for our kids.  We are grateful that we can come back to 
the U.S. each summer to work, but we have discovered that 
this means our kids are whipsawed back and forth between 
cultures and have no sense of where they belong. Most 
missionary kids begin to adapt to their new home after the first 
year, but our schedule is making that very difficult for our kids. 
Every time they are just beginning to hit their stride we uproot 
them, and we are beginning to see the impact of the lack of 
stability. Please pray for their hearts and for wisdom in how to 
help them as their parents.

Mike and Brittney 

John and Eliana 

https://www.mogiv.com/vccc/missions/
https://www.mogiv.com/vccc/missions/


praise God that the homes have gone up so quickly and that He 
brought us such an amazing team of local staff. We have seen first 
hand the toll that living in impoverished, gang controlled areas has on 
missionaries and their families. Just this last year five families we have 
worked with left the mission field because of fractured marital 
relationships, fractured ministry relationships, and struggles with 
substance abuse. The spiritual warfare, compounded by the fear of 
physical harm and the crushing poverty has a proven ability to crack 
even the toughest on the field. Through your help, these retreat homes 
allow the missionary families the chance to get away, relax, and focus 
on the health of their marriages and families, and return to their 
ministries refreshed and strengthened. Every time a family comes to 
stay, we get phone calls or notes about how much the time away has 
meant to them. 

One of our primary concerns is to make sure the properties can 
continue to provide a place of refuge for missionaries for decades to 
come. We are looking at different avenues to bring in revenue to cover 
the cost of utilities, staff, and ongoing maintenance. We will begin 
renting the facilities to short term mission teams, and providing surf 
tours under a model where each surf trip pays for a week of respite for 
a missionary family. If your church is looking for short term mission 
opportunities or if you know people looking for a great surf trip, please 
put us in contact with them. http://www.villapuntamango.com

2nd Annual 
El Salvador Missions Conference 

November 6-9, 2015 
• Location: Pacific Paradise Hotel and Resort (Costa Del 

Sol) http://www.hotelpacificparadise.com 
• Keynote Speaker: Peter Desoto, executive director of 

Three Angels Children’s Relief in Haiti 
• Counseling Ministry: Ken Brumley, and his team of 

counselors from Green Acres Baptist 
• Worship team and Children's program provided by 

Valley Center Community Church

“For everything there is a season. A time to serve 
Bacon Wrapped Turkey Legs, a time to serve 

Missionaries in El Salvador…” 
Ecclesiastes Chapter 3 for the Peterson Family

went through over 
35,000 pounds of 
bacon, proving that 
wrapping things in 
bacon never gets old. 
We are excited to be 
finishing things up 
and getting back to 
full time ministry.

Even as we were in the U.S. working, things continued to move forward 
in El Salvador. As we had hoped, our wonderful local staff was able to 
accommodate the stream of missionary families that came to the 
missionary guest homes for R&R. This has been an especially challenging 
year for those serving in El Salvador due to increasing gang violence, so 
the places of refuge are needed now more than ever. We are also very 
excited to see how the Lord is going to move in our 2nd Annual El 
Salvador Missionary Retreat, Nov. 6th-Nov. 9th.

Looking Forward to the Fall

Most of you know that our 
family has felt called to be 
bi-vocational missionaries.  
This simply means we come 
back to the U.S. every 
summer and run a business 
that supports both our 
personal living expenses 
and helps cover some of the 
funds needed to run our 
ministry in El Salvador. We 
just finished another season, 
said goodbye to our 85 
employees, and are cleaning 
the equipment and putting 
it away for the year. We are 
so thankful to be blessed 
with a seasonal business 
that allows us to spend most

Deep Fried Starbucks and Deep Fried Pizza

of the year working with missionaries in El Salvador. This summer our 
Deep Fried Starbucks and Deep Fried Pizza were our big sellers, and we 

We are thrilled to have our good friend Peter Desoto 
as our keynote speaker. Peter can relate firsthand to 
the struggles of those serving in El Salvador. During 
his first year serving as a missionary in El Salvador, he 
was ambushed while driving in a rural area and 
sustained a life threatening gunshot wound to the 
neck. He and his family made the difficult decision to 

2014 Missions Conference

stay in the country for another four years to finish the work they had set 
out to do there. We can think of nothing more timely than his message 
focused on finding joy in times of trial. 
  

We are so very thankful that Valley Center Community Church is once 
again sending teams to provide programs for the youth, worship and 
help with administration. I believe they are still looking for a few more 
people, so please let us know if you would be interested in helping 
encourage the missionaries of El Salvador in this capacity. 

In another answer to prayer, Green Acres Baptist of Texas is going to 
once again bring in a team of professional counselors. This is a huge 
blessing as missionaries often have no one to talk to as they struggle 
through trauma that is so prevalent on the mission field.

The 
Missionary 

Guest Houses 
in Punta 

Mango and 
El Zonte

From the beginning 
we felt God calling 
us to provide a safe 
place of respite for 
famil ies that had 
heeded the call to 
l eave home and 
serve the people of 
El Salvador in the 
name of Christ. We 
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